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July 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline 
All producers are encouraged to visit the local county FSA office to 
file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 
 
Accurate and timely reporting is necessary for various FSA 
program eligibility requirements. 
 
The following are acreage reporting dates for Missouri: 

 
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting 
dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage can be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, report the new acreage no later 
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation will be necessary for 
the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use 
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” 
then the final acreage reporting date is July 15th. 

 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the crop's acreage reporting date, or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 
 
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact your local county FSA office as soon as possible. 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo


Sign 2014 and 2015 ARC and PLC Contracts Before Sept. 30th 
Producers may now formally enroll (sign contracts) in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014 and 2015. The enrollment period began on June 17, 
2015, and will end Sept. 30, 2015. 
 
The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger financial protections for agricultural 
producers when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76 
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million producers had enrolled to receive 
direct payments (the program replaced with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means more 
farms have elected ARC or PLC than enrolled under previously administered programs. 
 
Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat farms 
elected ARC. 99 percent of long grain rice farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of 
medium grain rice farms elected PLC.  
 
For data about other crops and state-by-state program election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc.

 

Enrollment for 2016 Dairy Margin Protection Program Started 
July 1 
Dairy farmers can now enroll in Margin Protection Program for coverage in 2016. The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating dairy 
operations when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below 
the coverage level selected by the farmer. 
 
The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage 
levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment rund now through Sept. 30, 2015, for coverage in 
2016. Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a $100 administrative 
fee each year. Producers also have the option of selecting a different coverage level during open 
enrollment each year. Margin Protection Program payments are based on an operation’s historical 
production. An operation’s historical production will increase by 2.61 percent in 2016 if the operation 
participated in 2015, providing a stronger safety net. 
 
USDA also has an online resource available to help dairy producers decide which level of coverage 
will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The enhanced Web 
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine 
their unique operation data and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on 
price projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate future coverage based on 
data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, mobile phone, or tablet, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.  
 
Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions. Producers 
participating in the Livestock Gross Margin insurance program may register for the Margin 
Protection Program, but this new margin program will only begin once their livestock dairy insurance 
coverage has ended. Producers must also submit form CCC-782 for 2016, confirming their Margin 
Protection Program coverage level selection, to the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. If 
electing higher coverage for 2016, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of 
enrollment or pay a minimum of 25 percent of the premium by Feb. 1, 2016.  
 
For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy for more information, or stop by a 
local FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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County Committee Nomination Period 
Now is the time to make nominations for your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. 
The nomination period runs through Aug. 3, 2015. 
 
It is important for county committees to reflect America's diversity, all eligible farmers and ranchers, 
including beginning farmers are encouraged to get involved in this year's elections. 
 
To serve on a FSA county committee, an eligible person must: 

• participate or cooperate in an agency administered program, 
• be eligible to vote in a county committee election and 
• reside in the local administrative area where they are nominated. 

Farmers and ranchers may nominate themselves or others. Organizations representing minorities 
and women also may nominate candidates. To become a candidate, an eligible individual signs an  
FSA-669A (nomination form) agreeing to have his/her name placed on the ballot and to serve if 
elected. 
 
The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2015 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 3, 2015. 
 
FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 9, 2015. Ballots will be due back to 
the local county office either via mail or in person by Dec. 7, 2015. Newly elected committee 
members and alternates will take office on Jan. 1, 2016. 
 
While FSA county committees do not approve or deny farm ownership or operating loans, they 
make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price 
support loan programs and other agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms.  

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will 
receive documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA 
issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.  

In some cases, a form or document – such as a completed and signed program enrollment form – 
serve as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information, 
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your local USDA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 
Current Interest Rates and Dates to Remember 

 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


