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• Emergency Loans Available in Montana 

 

Find contact information for your local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can 
also learn more about how to leverage digital tools by visiting https://www.farmers.gov/mydocs. 

 

 

 

Montana FSA Program Dates/Deadlines 
USDA in Montana reminds agricultural producers of important Farm Service Agency (FSA) program dates. 
Contact your local service center to apply and with any questions. Visit online 
at farmers.gov and fsa.usda.gov/mt. 

Aug. 31, 2022: Last day to bale hay on CRP for Non-emergency and Emergency Haying (requires prior 
approval). 

Sept. 30, 2022: Deadline to enroll in Continuous CRP programs, including SAFE 

Oct. 31, 2022: Deadline to enroll in Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and 
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) 

Jan. 30, 2023: Deadline to request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses.  

Jan. 30, 2023: Deadline to request LFP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses. 

ELAP notice of loss must be filed within 30 days of when loss is apparent for livestock and farm-raised 
fish losses.  

ELAP notice of loss must be filed within 15 days of when loss is apparent for honeybee losses.  

LIP notice of loss must be filed within 30 days of when the loss is apparent.    
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Biden Administration Appoints Maureen Wicks to Serve as 
State Executive Director for USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
in Montana 
The Biden Administration recently appointed Maureen Wicks as the new State Executive Director (SED) for 
the USDA Montana Farm Service Agency (FSA). Wicks joined the Montana FSA team on July 18, 2022. 

Wicks, a dryland wheat farmer from Liberty County, Montana, has been working for Montana farmers for 
more than 30 years. From 1985-1995, She was heavily involved in WIFE (Women Involved in Farm 
Economics), including serving as the Hi-Line Chapter President and helping lead several lobbying trips to 
Washington, D.C. to champion family farm policy issues. In 1998, Wicks was the first female elected to the 
Liberty County Farm Service Agency County Committee, where she served for 16 years. 

In 2014, Wicks was elected to serve as a Liberty County Commissioner and was re-elected in 2021. During 
her time as a Commissioner, Wicks served on the Montana Association of Counties Agriculture Committee, 
Liberty County Mental Health Advisory Board, and The Liberty County Council on Aging. She has also served 
on the Tiber County Water Board, the Bear Paw Development Board, and the Liberty Medical Center Board. 
Wicks is a member of Montana Grain Growers and the Montana Farmer’s Union. She holds a B.A. in Political 
Science and Government from Montana State University and taught Government/Social Studies for more 
than 15 years in both rural and urban school districts in Montana. 

As SED, Wicks will be responsible for overseeing the delivery of FSA programs to agricultural producers in 
Montana.  These commodity, conservation, credit, and disaster assistance programs ensure a safe, 
affordable, abundant, and nutritious food, fiber, and fuel supply for consumers. 

Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers, foresters, and agricultural partners through the effective, 
efficient, and equitable delivery of federal agricultural programs. The Agency offers producers a strong safety 
net through the administration of farm commodity and disaster programs. Additionally, through conservation 
programs, FSA continues to preserve and protect natural resources and provides credit to agricultural 
producers who are unable to receive private, commercial credit, including targeted loan funds for beginning, 
underserved, women and military veterans involved in production agriculture. 

Back to Top 

 

USDA Invests $14.5 Million in Taxpayer Education, Program 
Outreach Efforts for Farmers and Ranchers 

Learn more and register for a free webinar 
FSA is investing in two outreach and education efforts for farmers and ranchers, including those who are new 
to agriculture or who have been historically underserved by programs.  

First, FSA is announcing $10 million in the new Taxpayer Education and Asset Protection Initiative. Through 
this initiative, FSA has partnered with the University of Arkansas and the National Farm Income Tax 
Extension Committee to deliver tax education resources for farmers and ranchers, which includes 
engagement with agricultural educators, and tax professionals through partnerships with community groups 
and minority serving institutions across the country.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/3267c40#gd_top


Second, FSA is investing $4.5 million in outreach for the Conservation Reserve Program Transition Incentives 
Program (CRP TIP), which increases access to land for new farmers and ranchers. FSA will award 
cooperative agreements to 15 to 20 partner and stakeholder organizations to conduct outreach and technical 
assistance and promote awareness and understanding among agricultural communities, particularly those 
who are military veterans, new to farming, or historically underserved.  

Learn more and register for a free webinar on tax preparation. 
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FSA is Adjusting to Fit the Situation Facing Livestock 
Producers 

A message from FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux 
As a former rancher myself, I know the tremendous investments—in time, sweat, and thought—that 
producers make even before their calves hit the ground. My experiences lead me to firmly believe that, here 
at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), we must find flexibilities where possible to help our farmers and ranchers 
best meet the challenges of the day. 

In recent meetings with Senator John Hoeven, FSA North Dakota State Executive Director Marcy 
Svenningsen, and livestock producers in North Dakota impacted by catastrophic 2021 winter storms, it 
became apparent that our Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) payment rates were not reflective of the true 
market value for non-adult beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals.  It was time for us to pivot. 

LIP provides benefits to livestock owners and some contract growers for livestock deaths exceeding normal 
mortality from eligible adverse weather events, certain predation losses and reduced sales prices due to 
injury from an eligible loss. 

Indemnity payments are made at a rate of 75 percent of the market value of the livestock on the day before 
the date of death. I don’t mind saying that, under our previous payment rates, cutting a LIP check to a rancher 
for $150 for a calf in today’s market came nowhere near covering the year-long investment in carrying the 
cow through pregnancy and carrying the calf from birth to sale. 

To better capture ranchers’ investments in their animals, we recently announced increased LIP payment rates 
for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250 pounds. These now-updated payment rates are 
reflective of the substantial increased cost of these non-adult livestock in 2022. Payment rates are per head. 

• Beef (non-adult) less than 250 lbs: $175.27 previous LIP payment rate, $474.38 increased LIP 
payment rate 

• Beefalo (non-adult) less than 250 lbs: $235.86 previous LIP payment rate, $559.20 increased 
LIP payment rate 

• Buffalo/Bison (non-adult) less than 250 lbs: $336.84 previous LIP payment rate, $599.15 
increased LIP payment rate 

• Dairy (non-adult) less than 250 lbs: $45.32 previous LIP payment rate, $255.47 increased LIP 
payment rate 

The updated LIP payment rates are effective immediately and will be applied retroactively starting January 1, 
2022, for all eligible causes of loss including excessive heat, tornado, winter storms, and other qualifying 
natural disasters. Producers who have already received LIP payments for 2022 will receive an additional 
payment, if applicable, commensurate with these updated rates.  For details on eligibility and payment rates, 
you can review our LIP fact sheet. 
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Other Program Improvements 

These LIP policy changes complement enhancements we recently made to our Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) – changes that also were derived from the 
direct input and feedback of producers and the livestock groups. 

In addition to paying above normal costs for hauling water to drought-stricken livestock, we also added 
compensation for hauling feed to livestock and livestock to forage or other grazing acres. And, in 2021, we 
added fish raised for food as an ELAP-eligible commodity because producers and industry leaders expressed 
the need. 

By continually evaluating how we can deliver our programs in a manner that is meaningful to the farmers and 
ranchers we serve, we demonstrate our ongoing commitment to stakeholder engagement and our dedication 
to improving programs for livestock producers first signaled by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack during a 
Senate Agriculture Committee hearing earlier this year. 

It has been said actions speak louder than words, but when it comes to FSA programs that directly affect 
producers’ livelihoods and way of life and ultimately impact food security for all Americans, I believe the two 
are not mutually exclusive. Rest assured that when producers and producer groups speak, FSA and I, to the 
extent possible, will do whatever is within our power to turn those words into actions. 
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Availability of Low-Interest Physical Loss Loans for 
Producers Affected by Natural Disasters 
Physical loss loans can help producers repair or replace damaged or destroyed physical property essential to 
the success of the agricultural operation, including livestock losses. Examples of property commonly affected 
include essential farm buildings, fixtures to real estate, equipment, livestock, perennial crops, fruit and nut 
bearing trees and harvested or stored crops and hay. 

State: Montana 

Triggering Disaster Event: Blizzard and excessive snow that occurred April 11, 2022, through April 24, 
2022 Application Deadline: March 20, 2023 

Primary Counties Eligible: Custer and Prairie 

Contiguous Areas also Eligible: Montana:  Carter, Dawson, Fallon, Garfield, McCone, Powder River, 
Rosebud and Wibaux 

More Resources 

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, 
and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to 
ask questions about available programs, contact your local  USDA Service Center. 
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Deadline Extended and More Pre-Filled Forms For 2020 and 
2021 Disasters on the Way 

More Producers to Soon Receive Applications for over $105 Million in 
Additional Emergency Relief  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that it will indefinitely extend the deadline for 
producers to return the pre-filled applications for Phase One of the Emergency Relief Program (ERP).  A new 
deadline will be announced after the last Phase One applications are mailed and provide at least 30 days 
following the mailing.   

Continuing to build on the initial mailing of pre-filled applications in May, the Department will continue using 
existing information in USDA and crop insurance files to send additional pre-filled applications starting this 
week for potentially eligible Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) participants. Once 
applications from eligible NAP producers are returned, these producers are expected to receive about $105 
million in ERP payments for eligible losses from 2020 and 2021 disasters. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now mailing pre-filled applications to NAP producers through ERP to 
offset crop yield and value losses. To receive a relief payment, producers should complete and return the 
applications by announced deadlines.   

Producers are expected to receive assistance direct deposited into their bank account within three business 
days after they sign and return the prefilled application to the FSA county office and the county offices enters 
the application into the system.  

While most crop insurance customers that may be eligible for ERP Phase One received the pre-filed 
applications in May, there are some who should expect to receive a form in August including:  

• Producers who had an eligible loss in 2020 that had been recorded in the crop insurance 
records as a 2019 loss (e.g., prevented planting claims); and 

• Producers with policies that required additional information before being able to calculate an 
indemnity for 2021 losses (producers with 2020 losses would have already received that 
application).  Policies that required additional information include Supplemental Coverage 
Option (SCO), Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), 
Margin Protection Plan (MP) or Area Risk Protection Insurance (ARPI). 

Producers without risk management coverage through crop insurance or NAP and those with shallow losses 
may be covered by the forthcoming Phase Two of ERP. 

“Catastrophic natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 decimated crops, livestock and farm infrastructure 
from coast to coast, making it critically important to provide assistance quickly and reduce the paperwork 
burden on these farmers and ranchers recovering from disaster,” said FSA Administrator Zach 
Ducheneaux. “I was in North Dakota a few weeks ago and received feedback on how well the streamlined 
livestock and crop disaster programs are working for our producers and front-line employees.  Like any new 
process, there are some kinks to work out, but we are addressing them and will use the streamlined process 
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a minimum.” 

USDA estimates that Phase One ERP benefits will reach more than 5,200 producers with NAP coverage for 
eligible 2020 and 2021 crop losses. This emergency relief complements ERP assistance recently provided to 
more than 162,000 producers who had received crop insurance indemnities for qualifying losses. Nearly 
13,000 additional crop insurance customers will also receive pre-filled applications in August to cover eligible 
2020 losses described above and for producers with more complex policies where indemnities could not be 
calculated for 2021 previously. 

ERP and the previously announced Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) are funded by 
the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index


into law in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, 
hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 
Overall, USDA has already quickly disbursed over $6 billion dollars under ERP and ELRP with reduced 
paperwork for the producer and field offices. 

For more information on ERP eligibility, program provisions for socially disadvantaged or historically 
underserved producers as well as Frequently Asked Questions, NAP applicants can visit FSA’s Emergency 
Relief webpage and program fact sheet. 

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop 
insurance agent.      
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USDA Begins Issuing Payments for Spot Market Hog 
Pandemic Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is increasing the amount of funding available for the Spot Market 
Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) and expects to issue approximately $62.8 million in pandemic assistance 
payments to hog producers starting this week. SMHPP assists eligible producers who sold hogs through a 
spot market sale from April 16, 2020, through Sept. 1, 2020. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) accepted 
SMHPP applications through April 29, 2022.  

SMHPP Payments 

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not to exceed 10,000 
head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. 

FSA originally planned to apply a payment factor if calculated payments exceeded the allocated $50 million in 
pandemic assistance funds for SMHPP. Payments are not expected to be factored due to Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack’s decision to increase funding enabling producers to receive 100% of the calculated 
SMHPP payment.     

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on SMHPP payments. 

SMHPP Background 

USDA offered SMHPP in response to a reduction in packer production due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
resulted in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market prices. The program is part 
of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous assistance 
for hog producers. 
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Apply Now for Conservation Innovation Grants On-Farm 
Trials 
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USDA Searching for Innovations in Climate-Smart Ag and Soil Health      
USDA will invest $25 million this year for the Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) On-Farm Conservation 
Innovation Trials program.     

Through CIG, partners work to address our nation's water quality, water quantity, air quality, soil health and 
wildlife habitat challenges, all while improving agricultural operations. The On-Farm Trials component of CIG 
supports widespread adoption and evaluation of innovative conservation approaches in partnership with 
agricultural producers.  
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USDA Makes It Easier for American Farmers to Grow Food, 
Ease Burdens for American Families 
USDA is reducing the economic risk of raising two crops on the same land in one year, making it easier for 
U.S. farmers to grow food in America, increase food supply, and lower food costs for American families. This 
action is part of a broader set of commitments made earlier this year by President Biden and Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack to increase domestic food production amid potential global food shortages related to 
the invasion of Ukraine.  

To reduce the risk of raising two crops on the same land in one year – a practice known as double cropping - 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) is expanding double crop insurance opportunities in nearly 1,500 
counties where double cropping is viable. 

See maps for where expanded opportunities for soybeans and sorghum are located. 

Improvements include:   

• For soybeans, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 681 
counties, including all of those that were initially targeted for review. While some additional 
counties were permanently added to be double crop counties, the majority of expansion 
removed barriers such as requiring production records and streamlined the process to get 
personalized coverage through a written agreement, remaining regions will continue to require 
production records and history to be provided when requesting a written agreement.      

• For grain sorghum, double crop coverage will be expanded to or streamlined in at least 870 
counties that were initially targeted for review. Similar to soybeans, most of these changes 
included streamlining the administrative burden and requirements to obtain written 
agreements. Written agreements provide the producer with the maximum flexibility by allowing 
them to obtain crop insurance coverage, but not requiring the coverage of both the spring and 
winter crops as in permanent double crop counties.  

• RMA will also work with the crop insurance industry and farm organizations to highlight the 
availability and improvements in written agreements as an option for any farmer that grows a 
crop outside the area where a policy is automatically offered.    

This expansion of coverage was guided by extensive outreach to nearly 70 grower groups covering 28 states. 
This includes a wide array of stakeholders such as producers, agents, university extension and other 
agricultural experts, commodity associations, state departments of agriculture and insurance companies. 
USDA may add additional counties as it explores these options with farmers this summer, with the final rules 
being locked in by the fall. Since farmers need to plan ahead for adding a winter crop to a rotation, USDA 
wanted to make sure they had time to consider this option and consult with local extension and agriculture 
experts and their crop insurance agent.     
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Additional resources released today by USDA include frequently asked questions as well as the Helping 
Farmers Address Global Food Insecurity webpage on farmers.gov.  

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance 
agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can learn 
more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov.  
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Apply Now: Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 
Cooperative Agreements 

Deadline: September 22  
USDA will invest up to $12 million in partnerships that expand access to conservation technical assistance for 
livestock producers and increase the use of conservation practices on grazing lands. NRCS is accepting 
proposals through its Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) until September 22, 2022.    

Find out more and how to apply in the recent news release. 
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USDA Increases Funding for Partnerships to Safeguard, 
Restore Wetland Ecosystems 
The Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership enables conservation partners to protect, restore and 
enhance high-priority wetlands on agricultural lands.   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing up to $20 million in fiscal 2023 to help conservation 
partners protect and restore critical wetlands on agricultural lands through the Wetland Reserve 
Enhancement Partnership (WREP). USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is prioritizing 
proposals that support broader efforts to mitigate climate change by restoring wetlands while also prioritizing 
assistance to underserved communities. 

Learn more about the WREP opportunity in the recent news release. 
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Streamlined Delivery of Emergency Relief Programs Is Win-
Win for USDA and Agricultural Producers 
New Program Outperforms Predecessor Disaster Program in speed of 
assistance and almost 90% reduced application burden, Online Analytics Now 
Available 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has processed more than 255,000 applications for the new 
Emergency Relief Program (ERP). USDA has made approximately $6.1 billion, to date, in payments to 
commodity and specialty crop producers to help offset eligible losses from qualifying 2020 and 2021 natural 
disasters. By breaking-down agency barriers, using existing data across USDA and pre-filled applications, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) in cooperation with the Risk Management Agency (RMA) has been able 
to expediently provide economic relief and save producers and staff over a million hours of time. 

“The expedient manner in which these emergency relief programs have been developed and executed 
ensures swift delivery of program benefits to producers, responsible use of taxpayer dollars and equates to 
time savings for our customers and for USDA staff,” said USDA Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation Robert Bonnie. “Reducing the time spent collecting information we already have elsewhere at 
USDA or through crop insurance means our team has more bandwidth to reach and support new customers. 
Our streamlined, successful ERP implementation is a testament to the USDA team’s creativity, dedication, 
and willingness to break down traditional divisions between agencies and resolve complicated information 
technology challenges to further the shared goal of better serving farmers and ranchers.” 

The design of ERP Phase One allowed for an expedited process that saved time for staff and producers. FSA 
was able to begin disbursing payments to producers within days of rolling out the program when under the 
predecessor program lengthy applications and processing were required before making payments. FSA 
county offices can process almost nine ERP applications in the time it took to process one application for the 
Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+), the predecessor program for ad hoc disaster 
assistance. This equates to 88% less time to process applications and a reduction of more than one million 
staff hours for implementation of ERP compared with WHIP+. While not specifically tracked, we expect the 
savings for producers to be at least as significant as they previously would have had a significant burden to 
collect records and often sit across from the local staff as the data is entered. 

These process improvements also enhanced the customer experience for farmers by reducing the number of 
producer trips to FSA county offices and allowing producers to spend less time completing forms so they 
could focus more on their agricultural operations. In addition, the ERP program design greatly diminished the 
risk potential for errors and leveraged the existing RMA and Federal Crop Insurance loss adjustment and 
verification processes.  With more applications approved, more dollars distributed, and more dollars paid per 
application in a shorter timeframe, the streamlined application process developed to deliver ERP has 
significantly outperformed the previous implementation of WHIP+. FSA also has paid more than $1 billion to 
historically underserved producers. 

Emergency Relief Payments to Date 

The efforts to streamline, improve responsiveness and work across traditional agency-borders goes beyond 
just the recent ERP process. FSA mailed pre-filled ERP applications to producers of commodities covered by 
federal crop insurance in late May and has since paid producers with eligible losses more than $6 billion. Pre-
filled ERP applications were mailed to producers with Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage last week, and so far, FSA has already issued $35.9 million in payments to producers with eligible 
losses. NAP-related ERP payments also were not factored and are being made, in full, from the start to speed 
and target assistance to the small and underserved producers that commonly rely on NAP coverage. Also, 
earlier this year, staff processed more than 100,000 payments through the Emergency Livestock Relief 
Program (ELRP) and paid eligible producers more than $601.3 million for 2021 grazing losses within days of 
the program announcement. 

ERP Data Now Available Online 

A new public-facing dashboard on the ERP webpage has information on ERP payments that can be sorted by 
crop type – specialty or non-specialty, specific commodities and state. FSA will update the dashboard on 
Monday each week. 

More Information 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/erp-dashboard/index


ERP and the previously announced ELRP are funded by the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to 
help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible 
disaster events experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 

For more information on ERP and ELRP eligibility, program provisions for historically underserved producers 
as well as Frequently Asked Questions, producers can visit FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage.  

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop 
insurance agent.  
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Disaster Assistance for 2022 Livestock Forage Losses in 
38 Montana counties  

38 MT Counties Triggered; U.S. Drought Monitor Updated Weekly  
Livestock producers in 38 Montana counties are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, and forage 
sorghum.  

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  

The following 37 Montana counties have triggered the 2022 LFP drought criteria: Beaverhead, Big Horn, 
Blaine, Broadwater, Carbon, Cascade, Chouteau, Daniels, Fergus, Gallatin, Garfield, Glacier, Golden 
Valley, Hill, Jefferson, Judith Basin, Lewis and Clark, Liberty, McCone, Madison, Meagher, 
Musselshell, Park, Petroleum, Phillips, Pondera, Powder River, Powell, Richland, Roosevelt, Rosebud, 
Sheridan, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Teton, Toole, Valley and Wheatland.  Producers must complete a 
CCC-853 and provide required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2023, for 2022 losses.  

Producers in these counties are also eligible to apply for benefits under the 2022 Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) for losses relating to feed transportation, 
livestock transportation and water transportation costs.  The deadline to file a Notice of Loss for livestock 
losses under ELAP is 30 days after the date that the loss is apparent.  Applications for payment must be 
completed no later than January 30, 2023, for 2022 losses.    

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the local USDA 
Service Center and visit www.farmers.gov or fsa.usda.gov/mt.  
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Conservation Practice Adoption and Motivations Survey 
Underway 
The Conservation Practice Adoption Motivations Survey is now underway. This survey is a joint project 
between USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) aimed at assessing the adoption rates of different conservation practices. Survey data will be 
used to guide the implementation of NRCS programs in the future. The data collection period runs from May 
30 to August 19. 

There are four different conservation categories which are surveyed: crop practices, grazing practices, 
confined livestock practices, and forestry practices. Each category will have a questionnaire that has been 
designed to gather information specific to the practices involved in each category. 

NASS is sending questionnaires for crop practices and confined livestock practices in 2022. Questionnaires 
for grazing practices and forestry practices will be sent in 2024. 

If you received a survey, please respond securely online at agcounts.usda.gov, using the 12-digit survey code 
mailed with the survey. Producers responding online will now use NASS’s new Respondent Portal. On the 
portal, producers can complete their surveys, access data visualizations and reports of interest, link to other 
USDA agencies, get a local weather update and more. Completed questionnaires may also be mailed back in 
the prepaid envelope provided.  

Results from both versions of the survey will be available Sept. 15, 2022, at nass.usda.gov and in NASS’s 
Quick Stats database at quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

Learn more. 
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USDA Provides Local Support for Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers 
The first 10 years of a farming or ranching operation are tough. USDA recognizes you need dedicated 
support to help make sense of all the information coming your way.  Now each state has a Beginning Farmer 
and Rancher team headed up by a state coordinator.  The coordinator helps producers who have operated a 
farm or ranch for less than 10 years navigate USDA and partner resources.  

To find your Montana coordinator, visit farmers.gov/newfarmers/coordinators/.  For more beginning farmer 
and rancher information, visit farmers.gov/newfarmers. 
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Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers  
FSA recently began mailing 303,000 pre-filled applications for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP), a new 
program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, 
and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. 
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The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural 
disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop 
Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial 
payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we will be able to deliver approximately $6 billion in assistance on a faster 
timeline; at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing 
data on file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling 
gaps in previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

1. Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is 
eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

The deadline to return completed ERP applications to FSA is Friday, July 22, 2022. If you have NAP 
coverage, you will receive pre-filled ERP applications later this summer. Details on ERP Phase 2 will be 
forthcoming as well. 

2. Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

3. Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities(if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain 

Programs(if applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 

conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 
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If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

4. Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 

5. Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. The final 
crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

6. Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP May 16, 2022 New Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet 
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. 
At this time, FSA has made more than $588 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 
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Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. 
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Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions 
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these 
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect 
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 
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Inform FSA Promptly of All Changes in Farming Operation 
and Contact Information 
It is important to promptly report any changes in your farming operation to FSA. These changes can include, 
but are not limited to, changes in your address, phone, or email, name changes, changes to entity 
membership or shares, formation or dissolution of any entity (such as a trust, partnership, LLC, LLP or 
corporation) that owns or operates land or owns other farming assets used in your operation, sale or 
purchase of land, adding or dropping leases, and any changes to financing or equipment.  Participants in FSA 
and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to their local FSA office 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan with necessary changes, as applicable. Failure to 
timely notify your local FSA office may result in ineligibility for program benefits, or delays in issuance of 
program payments.  If you have any updates or corrections to your records, please call your local FSA office 
to update your records. 
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FSA's Ongoing Notice of Loss Requirements 
It’s important for agricultural producers to report losses immediately as all disaster programs are dependent 
on the timely reporting of the loss. A notice of loss can be filed with USDA Farm Service Agency via phone, 
email, fax or scheduled office visit. 

• ELAP – Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program: Producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, to file 
a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period 
for honey. For other covered livestock losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-
raised fish losses, the notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss 
is first apparent to the producer. 

• LIP - Livestock Indemnity Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when 
the loss is first apparent. Producers should document the adverse weather conditions and 
date(s) of weather events. 

• TAP - Tree Assistance Program: Final Date to Submit an Application and Supporting 
Documentation within 90 calendar days of: the disaster event or the date when the loss is 
apparent to the producer. 

• NAP – Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program: Submit Notice of Loss 
within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date if 
planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that damage to the crop or loss of 
production becomes apparent; or the normal harvest date. Note: A producer’s signature is 
required on form CCC-576 when a Notice of Loss is submitted.  
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Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage Producers with 
NAP Coverage: 
NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to use independent assessments or other 
approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 
Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no 
later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends. 

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must 
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes 
apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an agriculture 
production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain 
the needed credit elsewhere. 
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Emergency Loans Available in Montana 
FSA’s Emergency Loan Program is available for agricultural producers in counties designated as primary or 
contiguous natural disaster areas. See map below of current Disaster Designations in Montana. Contact your 
local FSA office for specific designations in your area and time frames to apply. Eligible producers have eight 
months from the date of the disaster designation to apply for low-interest emergency loans to 1.) restore or 
replace essential property; 2.) pay all or part of production costs associated with the disaster year; 3.) pay 
essential family living expenses; or 4.) refinance certain debts, excluding real estate. Producers interested in 
applying for an emergency loan, or other FLP loans, should contact their local FSA office to set up an 
appointment with the Farm Loan Program staff serving your area. 

• Montana Disaster Designation Information 
• Emergency Farm Loans 
• Farm Loan Programs 
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