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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If this is focused on census, do we want to use the generic census template? A powerpoint template exists for census that does not have a reference year



Who is NASS?

The USDA's National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS):
• Conducts hundreds of surveys every year and prepares 

reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. 
• Conducts the Census of Agriculture every five years, providing 

the only source of consistent, comparable, and detailed 
agricultural data for every county in America.



Farm Definition

• USDA defines a farm as any place from which 
$1,000 or more of agricultural products were 
produced and sold, or normally would have 
been sold, during a given year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Does the USDA have a farm definition- or is this just a census definition?



The Ag Census - Your Voice
• By participating in the Census, you help show the nation 

the value and importance of U.S. agriculture.

• This is your opportunity to tell how American agriculture 
provides food, fuel, and fiber from your local community to 
the world.

• By responding to the Census, you have the power to 
influence decisions that will shape American agriculture for 
years to come, including:
– farm services, programs and policies
– transportation and marketing locations
– production practices and new technologies.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The census informs congress about the state of the US agricultural production system down to the county levelProvides datasets to the public for use in other products (extension, universities, private projects, city development estimates, provide real examples of people using our data)Data is available to individuals and can be used directly in business planning, writing grants, comparing your farm to others, etc.



The Ag Census - Your Future

• By responding to the Census, you have a positive 
impact on the future of your operation and your 
community.

• The Census provides valuable information that if 
often used to plan the future, including:
– community planning
– farm succession planning
– store/company locations
– availability of operational loans and other funding
– federal budget support for agriculture.



The Ag Census - Your Opportunity

• Your response to the Census makes a 
difference!

• To ensure that the best tools and reports are 
available, we need accurate information from 
ALL farmers and ranchers no matter how large 
or small.

• Respond early and avoid follow-up contacts.
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What would the census numbers look like if there was not representation from small farms?Pose a question, how would the answer hypothetically change (insert data here – talk about areas where small farms are different other than sales)For example, small farms make most of the sales direct-to-consumers
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Presentation Notes
Currently, we are working to develop the census mail list, to make sure all farms, small and large, from Alabama to Wyoming are counted. The 2017 Census of Agricultural Program also includes the census for outlying areas, such as Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands, American Samoa ….



https://www.nass.usda.gov/Online_Respon
se/Be_Counted/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can sign up to be counted on the NASS website. This is only part of our list building process, as we develop the census mail list from hundreds of sources.



Make Sure Your Farm or Ranch Counts!

Whether small or large, your agricultural 
operation is important to gain a complete 

measure of U.S. agriculture.



What did we learn about 
Small Farms in the 2012 Census?
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Presentation Notes
Now, just a few slides to help you understand the kind of data that is developed from the Census of Agriculture, and to show you the kind of data gathered in the census:The Census of Agriculture categorizes and publishes data by various farm classifications. The following slides show farms by the ERS Farm Typology, which includes a small farm classification, which is any place whose gross cash farm income is less than $350,000. GCFI includes sales of farm commodities, fees from production contracts, federal farm income payments, and farm-related income. The census shows regional differences, between states (and also between counties):States with the largest shares of small family farms are West Virginia, Tennessee, New Hampshire, Alabama, and Oklahoma, where 94 or more of all farms are small. The states with the smallest shares of small family farms are located in the Midwest. All this material is from the Small Farms Highlight, which we are distributing today. You can also find it on our website.



Access to the Data

• All results are available online at 
www.agcensus.usda.gov

• Census products include:
– Highlights and profiles of farmers by race, 

ethnicity and gender
– Profiles of farms at the state, county, and 

congressional district
– Watershed Data
– Custom Census Data products
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All census data is made available on our website, and NASS staff are ready to answer calls and inquiries to help data users located the most appropriate data for their needs.While NASS produces many tables and volumes of numbers every census, it is always looking at ways to improve the census program. Because of feedback from our data  users, we have developed many new products. Watershed TabulationsAmerican Indian Reservation SummaryOrganic Production SummaryRace/Ethnicity/Gender County ProfilesData HighlightsCustom Census Products 

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/


What can you do to help produce the 
best results for the 

2017 Census of Agriculture?
• Help us make sure all our Nation’s farm and ranch 

operators are counted
• Encourage people who receive a Census of 

Agriculture form to return it in the mail or complete 
it online

• Talk to people about the importance of the Census of 
Agriculture data to you

• Use the Census of Agriculture data



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also have these postcards at the booth -  you can add your name and address and mail it directly to us on this self-addressed stamped envelope.



Confidentiality

• The information you provide is 
kept confidential by law, Title 7 of the U.S. 
Code, and will not be disclosed to any other 
government or private entity.



Help make the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture count for you!

Contact information:
Wilbert Hundl, Jr., Director
Southern Plains Region
wil.hundl@nass.usda.gov
512-916-5581

NASS Toll-Free Customer Service Line
800-727-9540

NASS General Inquiry Email
nass@nass.usda.gov

mailto:wil.hundl@nass.usda.gov
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