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USDA Issues Safety-Net 
Payments to Farmers in 
Response to 2015 Market 
Downturn  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced that beginning today, many of the 1.7 
million farms that enrolled in either the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs will receive safety-net payments 
due to market downturns during the 2015 crop 
year.  

This fall, USDA will be making more than $7 billion 
in payments under the ARC-County and PLC 
programs to assist participating producers, which 
will account for over 10 percent of USDA’s 
projected 2016 net farm income. These payments 
will help provide reassurance to America’s farm 
families, who are standing strong against low 
commodity prices compounded by unfavorable 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/16c3f8d
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nv


775.857.8500 x 143 

Farm Loan Chief: 
Carolyn Estrada 
775.857.8500 x 120 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Daniel Ferraro 
775.623.5025 x 107 

Farm Program Chief: 
Janice Kolvet 
775.857.8500 x 126 

Elko FSA Office: 
Claire Kehoe, CED 
775.738.6445 

Ely FSA Office: 
Micki Wines, CED 
775.289.4990 x 100 

Fallon FSA Office: 
Betty Hodik, Acting CED 
775.423.5124 

Lovelock FSA Office: 
Katie Nuffer, Acting CED 
775.273.2922 

Winnemucca FSA Office: 
Katie Nuffer, CED 
775.623.5025 

Yerington FSA Office: 
Betty Hodik, CED 
775.463.2855 

To find contact information 
for your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nv 

  

growing conditions in many parts of the country.  

Unlike the old direct payment program, which 
issued payments during both weak and strong 
market conditions, the 2014 Farm Bill authorized 
the ARC-PLC safety net to trigger and provide 
financial assistance only when decreases in 
revenues or crop prices, respectively, occur.  The 
ARC and PLC programs primarily allow producers 
to continue to produce for the market by making 
payments on a percentage of historical base 
production, limiting the impact on production 
decisions. 

Nationwide, producers enrolled 96 percent of 
soybean base acres, 91 percent of corn base 
acres and 66 percent of wheat base acres in the 
ARC-County coverage option. Producers enrolled 
99 percent of long grain rice and peanut base 
acres and 94 percent of medium grain rice base 
acres in the PLC option. Overall, 76 percent of 
participating farm base acres are enrolled in ARC-
County, 23 percent in PLC and one percent in 
ARC-Individual. For other program information 
including frequently asked questions, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

Payments are made to producers who enrolled 
base acres of barley, corn, grain sorghum, lentils, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, soybeans, wheat and 
canola. In the upcoming months, payments will be 
announced after marketing year average prices 
are published by USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service for the remaining covered 
commodities. These include long and medium 
grain rice (except for temperate Japonica rice), 
which will be announced in November, remaining 
oilseeds and chickpeas, which will be announced 
in December, and temperate Japonica rice, which 
will be announced in early February 2017.  Upland 
cotton is no longer a covered commodity.  

The Budget Control Act of 2011, passed by 
Congress, requires USDA to reduce 2015 ARC 
and PLC payments by 6.8 percent. For more 
information, producers are encouraged to visit their 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. To find a 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Announces Safety Net 
Assistance for Milk Producers 
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Due to Tightening Dairy 
Margins 
USDA today announced approximately $11.2 
million in financial assistance to American dairy 
producers enrolled in the 2016 Margin Protection 
Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). The payment rate 
for May/June 2016 will be the largest since the 
program began in 2014. The narrowing margin 
between milk prices and the cost of feed triggered 
the payments, as provided for by the 2014 Farm 
Bill.  

Dairy producers should evaluate their enrollment 
options for 2017, as the enrollment period ends 
Dec. 16, 2016.  

Dairy producers who enrolled at the $6 through $8 
margin trigger coverage level will receive 
payments. MPP-Dairy payments are triggered 
when the national average margin (the difference 
between the price of milk and the cost of feed) falls 
below a level of coverage selected by the dairy 
producer, ranging from $4 to $8, for a specified 
consecutive two-month period. All final USDA 
prices for milk and feed components required to 
determine the national average margin for 
May/June 2016 were released on July 29, 2016. 

The national average margin for the May/June 
2016 two-month consecutive period is $5.76277 
per hundred weight (cwt.). 

State specific payment amounts can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy. 

To learn more about the Margin Protection 
Program for dairy, visit the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by 
a local FSA office. Producers may visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best 
levels of coverage for their dairy operation. To find 
an FSA office near you, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.  

  

 

 

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets. 

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. 

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage. 

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers  
USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve 
new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect 
burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.  

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.  

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
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at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet. 

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.  

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
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borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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