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USDA Offers Flood Impacted 
Nevada Farmers and Ranchers 
Immediate Disaster Assistance 
Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist 
Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy 
Rains  

Nevada Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds 
farmers and ranchers across the state of federal 
farm program benefits that may be available to 
help eligible producers recover from recent heavy 
rains and flooding. 
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FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest 
loan programs to assist agricultural producers in 
their recovery efforts following floods or similar 
qualifying natural disasters. Available programs 
and loans include:  

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) - provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or 
prevented planting occur due to natural 
disasters (includes native grass for 
grazing). Eligible producers must have 
purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops.  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - 
offers payments to eligible producers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible 
losses may include those determined by 
FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, 
floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical storms, 
tornados lightening, extreme heat, and 
extreme cold. Producers will be required to 
provide verifiable documentation of death 
losses resulting from an eligible adverse 
weather event and must submit a notice of 
loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss of livestock 
is apparent.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – 
provides assistance to eligible orchardists 
and nursery tree growers for qualifying 
tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural 
disaster.   

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) - provides emergency 
relief for losses due to feed or water 
shortages, disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, which are not adequately 
addressed by other disaster programs. 
ELAP covers physically damaged or 
destroyed livestock feed that was 
purchased or mechanically harvested 
forage or feedstuffs intended for use as 
feed for the producer's eligible livestock. 
In order to be considered eligible, 
harvested forage must be baled; forage 
that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not 
eligible. Producers must submit a notice of 
loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent.ELAP also covers up to 150 lost 
grazing days in instances when a producer 
has been forced to remove livestock from a 



grazing pasture due to floodwaters.For 
beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses 
(the physical structure) in instances where 
the hive has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster including flooding, high winds and 
tornadoes.  

• Emergency Loan Program – Available to 
producers with agriculture operations 
located in a county under a primary or 
contiguous Secretarial Disaster 
designation. These low interest loans help 
producers recover from production and 
physical losses due to drought, flooding.  

• Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) - provides emergency funding for 
farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate land 
severely damaged by natural disasters; 
includes fence loss.  

• HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and 
Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers 
and ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 
'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can 
use another feature to post advertisements 
for grazing land, specifically ads 
announcing the availability of grazing land 
or ads requesting a need for land to graze. 
www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.  

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, 
farmers and ranchers must report prevented 
planting and failed acres (crops and grasses). 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on 
form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and Risk Management Agency 
(RMA).  

For more information on disaster assistance 
programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or 
contact your local FSA Office. To find your local 
FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov 

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer 
Self-Service Portal 
Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 
eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information 
is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, 
completing the required information and then 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.eauth.usda.gov/


visiting your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer 
self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA county office, click 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Organic Producers and 
Handlers May Apply for 
Certification Cost Share 
Reimbursements; Expanded 
Eligibility for Transition and 
State Certification Cost 
Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and 
handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for 
federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of 
receiving and maintaining organic or transitional 
certification. 

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 
percent of the cost of organic certification, but only 
about half of the nation’s organic operations 
currently participate in the program. Starting March 
20, USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined 
process for organic producers and handlers to 
apply for organic cost share assistance either by 
mail or in person. 

USDA is making changes to increase participation 
in the National Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural 
Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost 
Share Program, and at the same time provide 
more opportunities for organic producers to access 
other USDA programs, such as disaster protection 
and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. 
Producers can also access information on 
nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals 
to local experts, including organic agriculture, 
through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at 
the local FSA office. 

Historically, many state departments of agriculture 
have obtained grants to disburse reimbursements 
to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost 
share assistance. FSA will continue to partner with 
states to administer the programs. For states that 
want to continue to directly administer the 

http://offices.usda.gov/


programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.   

Eligible producers include any certified producers 
or handlers who have paid organic or transitional 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying 
agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement 
requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments and postage are all 
eligible for a cost share reimbursement from 
USDA. 

Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible 
to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year up to a maximum of 
$750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild 
crops and handling. This announcement also adds 
transitional certification and state organic program 
fees as additional scopes. 

To learn more about organic certification cost 
share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or 
contact a local FSA office by visiting 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Announces Enrollment 
Period for Safety Net Coverage 
in 2017 
Producers on farms with base acres under the 
safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit 
their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll 
for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will 
continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change 
year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment 
period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or 
PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or 
revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must 
still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/certifying-agents
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/help-for-organic-farming/index
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial 
drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, 
medium grain rice (which includes short grain and 
sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no 
longer a covered commodity. For more details 
regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to 
visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  
In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the 
previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and 
ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak 
season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plantings and land use acreages can make it 
official by using the FSA measurement service. Producers must file a request with the county office 
staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake and referencing done on the farm. Measurement 
service is available using digital imagery. If an on-site visit is not required producers are charged a 
reduced rate. 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced program payments, penalty or loss of 
eligibility 

 

Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.   

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and 
build equity in the operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower 
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan 
Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible 
policy for cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 
The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on 
zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 

http://offices.usda.gov/


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop 
Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 
The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA 
policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop 
that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not 
terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the 
farm. In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation 
purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water 
quality improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or 
intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover 
crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not 
considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after 
prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

 

USDA Energy Grant Workshop Offered in Carson City, Fallon, 
Elko, Las Vegas Feb. 23 
Video Teleconference Workshop Available in Other Areas Upon Request 

The Nevada State Office of USDA Rural Development is offering an energy workshop Thursday, 
Feb. 23, to help farmers and rural small business owners learn how to use the Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP) grant to reduce energy costs.  

The workshop will be held at USDA Rural Development, located at 1390 S. Curry St., in Carson 
City, and will run from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

Energy Coordinator Mark Williams will provide an overview of the REAP grant, which is funded 
under the 2014 Farm Bill.  

Grant funding is available for small rural businesses and agricultural producers for up to 25 percent 
of the cost to purchase and build renewable energy systems (solar, wind, hydro power, etc.) or to 
enhance energy efficiency with new lighting, windows or more efficient HVAC systems. 

Video-teleconference (VTC) of the workshop is available at USDA Service Centers in Fallon, Elko 
and Las Vegas, and at other USDA Service Centers upon request. Please contact Mark Williams to 
make a reservation at (775) 887-1222, Ext. 116, or by e mail mark.williams@nv.usda.gov .  

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/
mailto:mark.williams@nv.usda.gov


Value Added Producer Grant Workshop March 1 in Reno 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) will offer a workshop in Reno March 1, with 
information on how to apply for the Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG), which helps farmers 
develop new markets. 

USDA Business Program Specialist Mark Williams will lead the workshop at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office, located at 1365 Corporate Blvd. in Reno, from 9 a.m. -12 p.m. on 
March 1. 

The workshop will focus on ways that the Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) can help agricultural 
producers fund new activities to process and market their existing agricultural products. For 
example, VAPG funds can help farmers process and market their locally grown products or organic 
products. The grant can also assist with making new products, such as jam from berries, salsa from 
tomatoes, or wine from grapes.  

The grant can be used anywhere in the state. Funding can support feasibility studies, marketing 
plans, or for working capital for processing or marketing value added products.  Farmers must use 
their own existing agricultural product to be eligible for this grant. 

Contact Mark Williams for more information at (775) 887-1222 Ext. 116.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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