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Census of Agriculture 
Countdown Begins for 
America’s Farmers and 
Ranchers 
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the 
opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in their 
communities and industry by taking part in the 
2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five 
years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this 
year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them. 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and 
ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures, and other 
topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed 
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that over three million farmers operated more than 
two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. 
This was a four percent decrease in the number of 
U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007. 
However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses 
increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling 
information and thousands of other agriculture 
statistics are a direct result of responses to the 
Census of Agriculture. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not 
receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have 
time to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture report form by visiting 
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the ‘Make 
Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. 
NASS defines a farm as any place from which 
$1,000 or more of agricultural products were 
produced and sold, or normally would have been 
sold, during the census year (2017). 

 

Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs 
are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended 
to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our goal 
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our 
farm loan staff is available to help borrowers 
through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their 
goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in 
developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial 
credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for 
the success of the farming operation, but FSA’s 
staff will help in an advisory role to provide the 
tools necessary to help you achieve your 
operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in 
Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to 
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providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be a success. A part of ensuring this 
success is providing guidance and counsel from 
the loan application process through the 
borrower’s graduation to commercial lending 
institutions. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise 
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate 
progress, it is crucial for borrowers to 
communicate with their farm loan staff when 
changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to 
alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the 
farming operation; 

• Any significant changes to family income 
or expenses; 

• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant 

changes in security 

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make 
payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on 
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to 
discuss loan servicing option 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 LDPs 
and Market Gains.  

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the past, producers must have the 
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

Payment Limitations by Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received 
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annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program 
for 2014 through 2018.  

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited 
to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to 
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. 
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster 
event.  

Disaster Assistance Programs 
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed 
$125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments. 
There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
Contact your local NRCS office more information.  

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf.  

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible 
policy for cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on 
zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop 
Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 
that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA 
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policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop 
that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not 
terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the 
farm. In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation 
purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water 
quality improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or 
intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover 
crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not 
considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after 
prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

 

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.   

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  
In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the 
previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and 
ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak 
season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to 
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The 
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate 
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the 
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 



conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

  

 

Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in 
Nevada 
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) provides emergency funding and technical 
assistance to farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and to 
implement emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought.  

The following counties are eligible for ECP assistance:  Carson City, Douglas, Elko, Eureka, 
Humboldt, Lander, Lyon, Washoe, and Mono, CA 

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if 
untreated, would: 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the 
• land to productive agricultural use 
• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 

 A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 
75 percent of the eligible cost of restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than 
$200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of measures may be 
eligible: 

• removing debris from farmland 
• grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland 
• restoring permanent fences 
• restoring conservation structures and other similar installations 

Producers who suffered a loss from a natural disaster should contact their local FSA Office for ECP 
deadlines.  

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite 

inspection of the damaged area  
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic 
yards of earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation 

http://offices.usda.gov/


 For more information about ECP, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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