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Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any 
unreported changes of address or zip code or an incorrect name or 
business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes 
in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, 
need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA 
and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their 
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office 
to update your records.   

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities and 
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to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage 
and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent 
facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn, grain 
sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds 
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), 
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold 
storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and 
discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns 
and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security 
agreement and loans between $50,000 and $100,000 may require 
additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional 
security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit 
availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse range of 
farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new 
farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA county 
office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

  

 

Cover Crop Guidelines 
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for 
cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 
The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for 
terminating cover crops, are based on zones and apply to non-irrigated 
cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ 
and click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 
The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This 
includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code 
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of green manure. An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be 
hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being 
hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than 
forage or grazing and is not terminated properly, then that crop will no 
longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward 
the total cropland on the farm. In these situations a subsequent crop 
will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover 
and other conservation purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for 
erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality 
improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, 
such as frost, or intentionally terminated through chemical application, 
crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and 
terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is 
not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a 
subsequent crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted 
crop, or into a standing crop. 

 

 

Reporting Organic Crops 
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.  

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include;  

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 

zone acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 



visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Pershing County is Eligible for Emergency Loans 
Pershing County was declared a primary disaster due to drought and heat using the streamlined 
Secretarial Disaster Designation process. Under this designation, producers with operations in any 
primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county 
has experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight 
consecutive weeks based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year. 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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