
 

 

January 2018 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• USDA Expands Farm Loans for Native Americans Farming and Ranching on Tribal Land 
• Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers  
• Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  
• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
• Filing a Notice of Loss  
• USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool 
• 2018 Livestock Losses 
• How to Document Wildfire Losses 

 

Nevada FSA Newsletter 
 

State Farm Service 
Agency 
1365 Corporate Way 
Reno, Nevada  89502 

Phone:  775.857.8500 
Fax:  855.816.1203 

www.fsa.usda.gov/nv 

State Committee: 
Karen Wesner, Chair 
Jim Christison 
Vince Garcia 
Marcia Litsinger 
David Perazzo 

USDA Expands Farm Loans for Native 
Americans Farming and Ranching on 
Tribal Land 
USDA has approved and obligated the first loan under the Highly 
Fractionated Indian Land Loan program (HFIL). The program, 
made possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides revolving loan funds 
to qualified intermediary lenders, allowing qualified tribes and 
individuals the ability to purchase tribal farmland that has multiple 
owners.  

The first recipient, the Native American Community Development 
Corporation Financial Services, Inc. (NACDCFS) of Browning, 
Mont., will lend funds directly to tribal members through a $10 
million intermediary HFIL loan from USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). NACDCFS addresses critical needs in Native American 
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communities related to the growth of family assets, supports 
economic development, and enhances the quality of life for 
communities and residents located on or near Montana’s seven 
Indian reservations. NACDCFS provides one-on-one technical 
assistance to Native American entrepreneurs and agricultural 
producers. NACDCFS is a 501(c) (3), certified Native Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI), through the U.S. 
Department of Treasury. 

Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided 
and allotted to individual tribal members such that with the passing 
of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled 
among heirs, while the land was not. As a result, land once owned 
by a single person could today be owned by hundreds or thousands 
of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated 
Indian land.” In many instances, landowners are unknown or cannot 
be located, which complicates the coordination of ownership or 
prevents the use of the property altogether. There are more than 
245,000 owners of three million fractionated land interests, 
spanning approximately 150 Indian reservations. 
 
Under HFIL, tribes and tribal members can submit an application 
directly to an intermediary lender. To participate, intermediary 
lenders first must be approved by USDA. The lenders may be 
private and tribal nonprofit corporations, public agencies, Indian 
tribes or lenders subject to federal or state regulation (such as a 
credit union or other financial institution). FSA will lend to the 
intermediary, which will relend to the applicant. The intermediary 
lender also will administer the loan for the applicant. 

For more information on the program, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA county office. 
To find the local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm 
Loan Borrowers  
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-
authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers. 
PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on 
loans.  

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the 
National Financial and Accounting Operations Center (NFAOC) to 
electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.  

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from 
regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or adjustment 
offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments. 
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To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, 
must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no expiration date, but 
a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed 
on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at 
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click 
forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”  

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you 
will need to provide the financial institution with the following 
information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial 
institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized debit has no 
expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a 
written request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit 
agreement receives three payment rejections within a three month 
period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a 
cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure 
your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To 
find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.  

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.  

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.  

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
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The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to 
Sept. 30, 2018 must file:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 
2018 

• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:  

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
Filing a Notice of Loss  
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 
the final harvest date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets


If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop. 

 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool 
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural 
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay 
and grazing acres.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well. 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 

• There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to 
post an ad online.  

• Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  
• Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  
• Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and 

remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate 
advertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for 
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.  

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact 
your local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
offices.usda.gov.  

 
2018 Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.   

For 2018, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2018, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be 
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide the 
following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the 
end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.   

• Proof of death documentation 
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• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation  

Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2018 must file both of the following:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent  
• An application for payment by March 31, 2019.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
How to Document Wildfire Losses 
Producers who suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to recent 
wildfires may be eligible for disaster assistance programs through the USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA).  

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for losses 
due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

To participate in LIP, producers will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses 
resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. To participate in ELAP, 
producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the 
loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition, including:  

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, 
supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses;  

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document prior to disposal;  
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  
• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural 

Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss 
condition;  

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition;  

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment 
rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal;  

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed;  
• Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.  

For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster or contact your local FSA office.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster


Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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