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Twitter Livestream on Mental Health Support for Farmers and
Ranchers on May 20
America’s farmers and ranchers are resilient, but even the most stalwart face mental health challenges. In
observance of Mental Health Awareness Month this May, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is hosting “A
Conversation on Farm Stress and Mental Health” livestream on Friday, May 20, at 3 p.m. Eastern on Twitter.
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The event will be moderated by USDA Rural Health Liaison Kellie Kubena. Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Dr. Jewel
Bronaugh will be joined by Xochitl Torres Small, Under Secretary for Rural Development, Zach Ducheneaux,
administrator for USDA’s Farm Service Agency, Brenda Martin, Ph.D., national program leader for USDA’s National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, and Richard Ball, president of National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture.

Join the Livestream

Conservation Practice Adoption and Motivations Survey
(CPAMS) – May 30 through August 19 via NASS
Farmers and ranchers are on the front lines of conservation in agriculture – and we want to hear their stories.

The Conservation Practice Adoption Motivations Survey is a joint project between NASS and NRCS aimed at
assessing the adoption rates of different conservation practices. Survey data will be used to guide the
implementation of NRCS programs in the future. The data collection period runs May 30 – August 19.

There are four different conservation categories which are surveyed: crop practices, grazing practices, confined
livestock practices, and forestry practices. Each category will have a questionnaire that has been designed to gather
information specific to the practices involved in each category.

NASS is sending questionnaires for crop practices and confined livestock practices in 2022. Questionnaires for
grazing practices and forestry practices will be sent in 2024.

USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and Specialty Crop
Producers Impacted by 2020 and 2021 Natural Disasters
The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that commodity and specialty crop producers
impacted by natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments totaling
approximately $6 billion through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to offset
crop yield and value losses. 

Background  

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted
by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years
2020 and 2021. FSA recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire through the first phase
of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of the Act.  

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates that phase one ERP benefits will reach more than
220,000 producers who received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,000
producers who obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.   

ERP Eligibility – Phase One  

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar years
2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for
crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying
drought, and related conditions.  
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For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss occurred was rated by the
U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:   

D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or 

D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity. 

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief website. 

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled application forms to
producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This form includes eligibility requirements,
outlines the application process and provides ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate
application form for each program year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not
confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. 

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the ERP phase one
deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:  

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.

Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.   

Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).   

Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if
applicable).   

Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher
Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.   

A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation certification
(Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for
the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.  

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these required
forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can contact their local
FSA county office.    

ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One  

For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and unit will depend on the
type and level of coverage obtained by the producer.   Each calculation will use an ERP factor based on the
producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.  

Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from
catastrophic to at least 80% coverage. 

NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from catastrophic to 65%
coverage.      

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and in the program fact
sheet.

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding and that cumulative
payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by the Act.   

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop insurance policies.     
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The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, socially
disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated payment for crops
having insurance coverage or NAP.  

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged,
Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021
program year.  

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021 cannot be separated
from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as defined by the applicable crop insurance or NAP
policy, the ERP phase one payment will be calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all eligible causes of
loss.  

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment based on crop, tree,
bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop
insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by the Secretary.  Participants must
obtain crop insurance or NAP, as may be applicable: 

At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or 

At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops.  The final crop
year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the
2026 crop year.  

Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers) 

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop producers.  Making the initial
payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and further encourage
participation in these permanent programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress intended.  

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did not participate in or
receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged for phase one implementation.  When
phase one payment processing is complete, the remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified under phase
two.    

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program
details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in the Notice of Funding Availability.

Additional Commodity Loss Assistance  

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded through the Extending
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and will be announced in a future rule in the Federal
Register.    

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers.
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/erp_nofa_fsa_5-12-2022.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in
writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of
loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable,
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised
Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that
died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that have suffered
crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also
request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, vines or
shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which
cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 days and
honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. Livestock
producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures
prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records

Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents

Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners and
forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to replace
essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and
other needs.
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Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help recover
from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal
mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On
farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery
Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask
questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open
for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee producers. For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses,
honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed
has been destroyed by a natural disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder.
Colony losses must be in excess of normal mortality.

Updates include:

Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 days, to file a honeybee
notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for honey.

ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply for payment within 30
calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup deadline for calendar year 2021 losses is
January 30, 2022.

If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the previous two years, you will
be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how your current year inventory was acquired.

If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must provide a producer
certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder,
which include:

the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives;

rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or completely unattended;

absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive;

absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and

at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to cause economic injury
or population decline.

For more information visit farmers.gov/recover.
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USDA To Compensate Drought-Stricken Ranchers for Above
Normal Costs to Haul Livestock to Forage
Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
offering additional relief through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program
(ELAP) to help ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage or other grazing acres. This policy
enhancement complements previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  ELAP livestock
and feed hauling assistance is retroactive for 2021 and will be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.     

ELAP Assistance Overview  

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for losses due
to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. In
addition to ELAP covering feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted, ELAP
now also covers transportation costs associated with hauling livestock to feed sources This includes places where:  

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the S. Drought Monitor; or  

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.  

Additionally, FSA has updated ELAP policy to also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight
consecutive weeks, lowering the drought intensity threshold (previously D3) triggering the availability of this financial
assistance. 

Eligibility  

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred feed or
livestock transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to
FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in the
event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.   

Payment Calculations  

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of livestock transportation costs above what would have been incurred in
a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military
veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would have been incurred in a
normal year.    

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 miles and
distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to transport hay or
feed if the producer normally purchases some feed.  For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will be used
(before the percentage is applied).     

Online Decision Tool 

Producers can use the updated ELAP Feed Livestock Transportation Producer Tool to help producers document and
estimate payments to cover both feed and livestock transportation costs caused by drought. The tool (a Microsoft
Excel workbook) and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/elap. Final payments may vary depending on
eligibility. 

Eligible ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply for ELAP assistance. To simplify the application
process, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated by the online tool for submission to FSA. The
deadline to request ELAP assistance for hauling livestock to forage in 2021 is June 30, 2022.  The deadline to
request all ELAP assistance for 2022 calendar year losses will be Jan. 31, 2023. 
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More Information 

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs,
producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers
and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP)
borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual
or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations Center
(NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution.

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or
adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no
expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are to be
applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website
at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution with
the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized
debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to your local FSA office.
If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized
debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a
cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required for all direct
loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency. 

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the applicants
develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation. It
aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://public.rma.usda.gov/AipListing/InsuranceProviders?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.rd.usda.gov/page/regulations-and-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored
by FSA

Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

May Water Supply Outlook Report
How did the snow season shape up and what is the water supply outlook? Check out the May Water Supply Outlook
Report, found on the NRCS Nevada Snow Survey Webpage: https://go.usa.gov/xtgD5

To access streamflow forecast tables and charts directly visit: https://go.usa.gov/xtgDV

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce7a86328266e4745e97308da3774cbd7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637883272015266677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=zOgLXrIsq9nYRhjeCD9to%2FRs57Xh5FMjGgyrgiVuwzI%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.usa.gov%2FxtgD5%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce7a86328266e4745e97308da3774cbd7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637883272015266677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=cwnI3I%2FMC8anoXbdjhIEwbxVm%2FM0zP9MREBUUAk%2BcHE%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.usa.gov%2FxtgDV%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://go.usa.gov/xtgD5?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Nevada FSA/NRCS State Office
1365 Corporate Blvd.
Reno, Nevada 89502

Phone: 775-857-8500

FSA State Executive Director

Jan Kolvet
 775.834.0895

NRCS State Conservationist

Ray Dotson 
 775.857.8500

Elko 

Claire Kehoe, CED - FSA
 775.738.6445 x 106

Jaime Jasmine, DC - NRCS
 775.738.8431 x 120

Ely

Blane Merkley, CED - FSA
 725.201.6014

Cory Lytle, DC - NRCS
 775.289.4065 x 105

Fallon

Annie Hoffmann, CED - FSA
 775.423.5124 x 103

Albert Mulder, DC - NRCS
 775.423.5124 x 114

Las Vegas

Blane Merkley, CED - FSA
 725.201.6014

Jasmine Wilson, DC - NRCS
 702.407.1400 x 6003

Lovelock

Ali Phillips, CED
 775.273.2922 x 100

 
Christie Scilacci, DC - NRCS

 775.273.2134 x 101

Minden

Jessica Gwerder, DC - NRCS
 775.782.3661 x 3827

 

Winnemucca

Katie Nuffer, CED 
 775.623.5025 x 104

Bradley Yothers, DC - NRCS
 775.623.5025 x 101

Yerington

Betty Hodik, CED
 775.463.2265 x 3108

 
Angela Mushrush, DC - NRCS

 775.463.2265 x 3115


