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Input requested on $19 billion Inflation
Reduction Act Funding provided to NRCS to
support farmers and ranchers

Comments due by December 22 

USDA is asking for public input through a Federal Register request for information on
implementation of more than $19 billion provided by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will use the investments provided
through IRA-funded conservation programs to support farmers and ranchers in adopting
and expanding climate-smart activities and systems. NRCS asks for comments on how to
target program benefits, quantify impact, and improve program delivery and outreach,
especially for underserved producers. Comments are due December 22. Learn more and
submit comments. Read More 
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NRCS Winnemucca Office to be staffed Tuesday
and Wednesday through January
Due to existing vacancies, NRCS will only have staff available at the Winnemucca Office,
located at 3275 Fountain Way Winnemucca, NV 89445, on Tuesday and Wednesday
from now through mid-January. If you need to schedule a meeting, please contact Jamie
Gottlieb at jamie.gottlieb@usda.gov or 775-273-2134 ext. 103 or leave a message on the
main office line 775-623-5025 ext. 170.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember
to keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve
suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible
natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event
and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when
the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of
loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock

Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation

Any significant changes to family income or expenses

The development of problem situations

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

mailto:jamie.gottlieb@usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

USDA announces details for the upcoming
Census of Agriculture
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to be represented in the
nation’s only comprehensive and impartial agriculture data for every state, county and
territory. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will mail the 2022 Census of
Agriculture to millions of agriculture producers across the 50 states and Puerto Rico this
fall.

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will be mailed in phases, starting with an invitation to
respond online in November followed by paper questionnaires in December. Farm
operations of all sizes, urban and rural, which produced and sold, or normally would have
sold, $1,000 or more of agricultural product in 2022 are included in the ag census.

Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted every five
years by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture
tells the story and shows the value of U.S. agriculture. It highlights land use and
ownership, producer characteristics, production practices, income and expenditures,
among other topics. Between ag census years, NASS considers revisions to the
questionnaire to document changes and emerging trends in the industry. Changes to the
2022 questionnaire include new questions about the use of precision agriculture, hemp
production, hair sheep, and updates to internet access questions.

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus or call 800-
727-9540. On the website, producers and other data users can access frequently asked

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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questions, past ag census data, partner tools to help spread the word about the upcoming
ag census, special study information, and more. For highlights of these and the latest
information on the upcoming Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on
twitter @usda_nass.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee,
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to
an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of
an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat
for cattle tick fever.

Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse
weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible
weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible
adverse weather.

Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar
year 2022, you must file:

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for
honeybee losses)

An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2023

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/Partners/index.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://twitter.com/usda_nass/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=gWm5TeASLY8
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock,
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records

Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents

Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit

https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Specialty-Crops?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from
natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-
a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or
loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct
Farm Ownership Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland
for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital.
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds,
with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is
$600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

Dairy Producers Can Now Enroll for 2023 Signup
for Dairy Margin Coverage

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/noninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/elap-general-2020-fact-sheet-1.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/livestock_indemnity_program_lip-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/tree_assistance_program-tap-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/farm-ownership-loans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/microloans/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


1/19/23, 3:21 PM Bulletins - GovDelivery

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=✓&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=kayl… 7/9

Dairy producers can now enroll for 2023 coverage through the Dairy Margin Coverage
(DMC) Program, an important safety net program from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) that helps producers manage changes in milk and feed prices. Last year, USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) took steps to improve coverage, especially for small- and
mid-sized dairies, including offering a new Supplemental DMC program and updating its
feed cost formula to better address retroactive, current and future feed costs. These
changes continue to support producers through this year’s signup, which begins today and
ends Dec. 9, 2022.   

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin)
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.  

So far in 2022, DMC payments to more than 17,000 dairy operations have triggered for
August for more than $47.9 million. According to DMC margin projections, an indemnity
payment is projected for September as well. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50
coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment. 

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside
from a $100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a
military veteran farmers or ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if
requested. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy
operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.  

Supplemental DMC 

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in
payments to better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased
production over the years but were not able to enroll the additional production.
Supplemental DMC is also available for 2023. 

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. 
Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history
may enroll supplemental pounds.  

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a
supplemental production history. 

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers
should complete their Supplemental DMC enrollment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To
enroll, producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses to
determine established production history. 

DMC Payments 

Additionally, FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and
premium hay costs, making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer
expenses.  These updated feed calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than
50%. The benefits of these feed cost adjustments were realized in the recent August 2022
margin payment as current high feed and premium hay costs were considered in payment
calculations. 

https://dmc.dairymarkets.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/
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More Information    

In addition to DMC, USDA offers other risk management tools for dairy producers,
including the Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk
revenue (yield and price) and the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides
protection against the loss of the market value of livestock minus the feed costs. Both
DRP and LGM livestock insurance policies are offered through the Risk Management
Agency. Producers should contact their local crop insurance agent for more information. 

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service
Center.  

Nevada FSA/NRCS State Office
300 Booth Street
Reno, NV 89509

Phone: 775-857-8500

FSA State Executive Director

Jan Kolvet
775.834.0895

NRCS State Conservationist

Suzy Daubert, Acting
775.857.8500

Elko 

Claire Kehoe, CED - FSA
775.738.6445 x 106

Jaime Jasmine, DC - NRCS
775.738.8431 x 120

Ely

Blane Merkley, CED - FSA
725.201.6014

Cory Lytle, DC - NRCS
775.289.4065 x 105

Fallon

Annie Hoffmann, CED - FSA
775.423.5124 x 103

Albert Mulder, DC - NRCS
775.423.5124 x 114

Las Vegas

Blane Merkley, CED - FSA
725.201.6014

Jasmine Wilson, DC - NRCS
702.407.1400 x 6003

Lovelock

Ali Phillips, CED - FSA
775.273.2922 x 100

Minden

Jessica Gwerder, DC - NRCS
775.782.3661 x 3827
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Albert Mulder, Acting DC - NRCS
775.423.5124 x 114

 

Winnemucca

Katie Nuffer, Acting CED - FSA
775.623.5025 x 104

Jamie Gottlieb, Soil Conservationist - NRCS
775-273-2134 ext. 103

Yerington

Betty Hodik, CED - FSA
775.463.2265 x 3108

Angela Mushrush, DC - NRCS
775.463.2265 x 3115

 

CONTACT US:
Farm Service Agency

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Risk Management Agency

Service Center Locator

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Subscriptions  |  Help

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice
users).

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://twitter.com/farmersgov?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.facebook.com/farmersgov?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.instagram.com/farmersgov?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.flickr.com/photos/farmersgov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBlm1cdj1ELGjanH0Ci0zDQ?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/edit?preferences=true#tab1
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

