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USDA Regional Climate Change Hubs

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack established the first ever USDA Regional Climate Change
Hubs in February 2014 at seven locations around the country to provide more information to
farmers, ranchers and forest landowners on the increasing risks of fires, pests, floods, and
droughts associated with a changing climate. For general information on Climate Hubs, visit:
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.qgov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for
%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20t0%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf

For information on the Climate Hub in your Region, visit http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov and
Click on the region to learn more.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the
final planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period
and county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting
deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of
program benefits.
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Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug.
1

Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known
as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA
county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.



Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency
administers this program for USDA.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for
production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program
benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type
projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create
new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility
for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine
whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and
interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder



FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do not
meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to graduate to
commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where they can refinance
their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and partially or fully pay off
their FSA debt.

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance
sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return the
required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential for
refinancing to commercial credit.

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance
sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan information
is sent to local lenders.

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter with a
list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and
complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies the
reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



