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The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's
Voice, Future, and Opportunity
In December farmers and ranchers across the nation will receive the 2017
Census of Agriculture. Producers can mail in their completed census form, or
respond online via the improved web questionnaire. The online questionnaire
has been revised extensively to make it more convenient for producers.
Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete
count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only
source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial agriculture data for every
state and county in the nation.
Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators,
researchers, and many others rely on census of agriculture data when making
decisions that shape American agriculture – from creating and funding farm
programs to boosting services for communities and the industry. The census
of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.
For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit
www.agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 727-9540.

To find contact
information for your
local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/nh

Disaster Assistance Programs
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). The
total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed $125,000.
A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP)
payments. There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).
Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) programs. Contact your local NRCS office more information.
For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSAPublic/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf.

USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic Farmers
Create Conservation Buffers
USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.
The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP participants
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known
as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between
10 and 15 years.
For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.
Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:


The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55
to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 percent
of expected production due to a natural disaster.



Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and deficiency
payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.



A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders,

including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.


Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade
storage facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and
drying and handling equipment.



Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that can
be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.
PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.
PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can
only be established for future payments.
To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search
for “Form 3550-28.”
If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.
PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.
For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

