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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP 
Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales 
Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop 
risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales 
deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for 
NAP. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as 
drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on 
crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, 
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bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by 
visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.a
spx. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for 
crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your 
local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private 
insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at 
USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the 
USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict 
insurance premium costs. 

 

Payments to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased 
producer, all program conditions for the payment must have been met before the 
applicable producer’s date of death.  

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is 
the order of precedence of the representatives of the producer: 

 administrator or executor of the estate 

 the surviving spouse 

 surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

 surviving father and mother 

 surviving brothers and sisters 

 heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according 
to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased 
producer must file a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an 
estate. The county office will verify and determine that the application, contract, 
loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by 
the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other 
than the participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person 
submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay 
the deceased participant.  

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the 
deceased program participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to 
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representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed by the deceased.  

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to 
obtain program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, 
disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.  

 

 

USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
Enrollment 

One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup 

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on 
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the 
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners can 
sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018. 

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications for the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause allowed USDA 
to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by the 2014 Farm Bill. 
New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that landowners with the most 
sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended competition with new and beginning 
farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7 million acres.  

2018 Signup for CRP 
For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include 
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of 
practices. 

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It will not 
offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.  

USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to existing 
CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will 
receive a letter with more information. 

CRP Grasslands 
Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP grasslands 
offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply using the new 
ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the options. 

About CRP 
In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC), provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Landowners enter 
into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who remove sensitive lands from 
production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion 
and increase wildlife habitat. 

The new changes to CRP do not impact the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a related 
program offered by CCC and state partners. 

Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP grasslands should contact their USDA 
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service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP 
can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.  

 

Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 

Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service Agency 
office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or perennial crops) 
should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base acres on a farm are 
converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must be 
reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might impact payments calculated using 
base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 

USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering 
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters 

Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey 
Bees, and Farm-raised Fish 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program applications 
on June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised fish and other 
losses due to natural disasters.  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance 
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.   

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed under 
the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on 
their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they have additional 
losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late. 

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to these 
two disaster programs, including: 

 Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017 
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved. 

 Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000 for LIP 
for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning producers with 
an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.) 

 Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for a 
reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss for 
livestock death above normal mortality. 

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply, producers 
will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about their operation. 

Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP are 
two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at 
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https://www.usda.gov/disaster.  

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers of 
non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat 
and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.  

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be filed the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the 
final harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of when 
a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, 
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used 
to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, 
excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and 
repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down 
payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the 
producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm 
ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwODE0LjkzNjYwNTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDgxNC45MzY2MDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE3MDEyJmVtYWlsaWQ9c3VzYW4uc3RldmVuc0BuaC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9c3VzYW4uc3RldmVuc0BuaC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&116&&&https://www.usda.gov/disaster
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwODE0LjkzNjYwNTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDgxNC45MzY2MDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjE3MDEyJmVtYWlsaWQ9c3VzYW4uc3RldmVuc0BuaC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9c3VzYW4uc3RldmVuc0BuaC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&117&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap


normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the 
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and 
interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.   

 Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

 Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

 FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are 
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

 Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


