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USDA Announces Signup for 
Conservation Reserve Program 

USDA opened signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural 
producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while 
signup for continuous CRP is ongoing. 

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental 
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as 
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. 

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the 
cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and ranchers have a 
chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their 
participation for another term. 

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, 
reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. This in turn 
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spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic 
development across rural America. 

CRP Enrollment Options 

General Signup  

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general 
signup will now include increased opportunities for enrollment of 
wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) initiative.  

Continuous Signup 

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through 
continuous signup, CRP continuous signup will focus primarily on 
water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) 
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such 
as contour grass strips, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a 
new prairie strip. 

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP 
continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions. 
CREP will continue to target high-priority local, state or regional 
conservation concerns. 

Grasslands Signups 

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect 
grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland and certain other 
lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate 
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general 
signup. 

Pilot Programs 

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 
30, which allows contracts expiring with CLEAR practices to be 
reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income 
Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More 
information on these programs will be announced in the new year. 

Land Transition 

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for 
producers interested in transitioning land to a beginning farmer or 
rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return 
land to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP 
contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or 
operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease 
less than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two 
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years before the end of the CRP contract to make conservation and 
land improvements.  

Previously Expired Land 

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in 
September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may be eligible for enrollment if 
there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under 
the expired contract has been maintained.    

CRP Rates and Payments 

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County 
average rates are posted on the CRP Statistics webpage. Soil 
rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous 
signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be 
assessed annually. Under continuous signup, producers also 
receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a 
practice incentive payment. 

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. 

  

 

FSA Can Help with On-Farm Propane 
Storage 

Winter months in New Hampshire can be long and cold. For several 
years, farmers have faced propane storage shortages. FSA’s Farm 
Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides funding for on-farm 
liquified petroleum tanks. 

FSFL low-interest financing can be used to build or upgrade 
storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, 
equipment, storage and handling trucks. Liquified petroleum tanks 
are covered for eligible commodities for the use of fuel for grain 
dryer equipment.  

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security 
agreement. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial 
credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a 
diverse range of farming operations, including conventional 
operations, small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-
traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 
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To learn more about FSFLs and how these loans can help with 
your on-site propane tank storage needs, contact your local FSA 
county office.  

  

 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

  

 

Payments to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 

• the surviving spouse 

• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 

• surviving father and mother 

• surviving brothers and sisters 

• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 



issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the 
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the 
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 

  

 

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 

Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help 
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased 
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and 
emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help 
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, 
livestock feed, and more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the 
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. 
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as 
improve and expand current operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. 
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional 
farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA 
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these 
producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent 
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 



Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by 
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For 
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service 
center. 

  

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow. 

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score. 

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 

• Keep your credit card balances low. 

• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 
 
FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply 
for a loan after improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov 

 

Changing Bank Accounts 

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely 
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank 
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being 
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing 
numbers. 

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for 
crop year 2018 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t 
paid until 2019. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an 
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entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as 
possible to claim your payment. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New 

Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941  or your local County Office. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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