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USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry
Impacted by Retaliatory Tariffs
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide approximately
$530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and commercially
licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign
governments. The funding will be provided through the Seafood
Trade Relief Program and funded through the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA).
The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the
following seafood types:

www.fsa.usda.gov/nh
•

Atka mackerel
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Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner)
Flounder
Geoduck
Goosefish
Herrings
Lobster
Pacific Cod
Pacific Ocean Perch
Pollock
Sablefish
Salmon
Sole
Squid
Tuna
Turbot

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from
September 14, 2020 to January 15, 2021. Fishermen should apply
through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service
Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The
application can be found at www.farmers.gov/seafood.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program Right for You?
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves
from disasters and unforeseen events, but not all crops are
insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The
Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to
obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides
financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by
natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents
crop planting.
Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for
which crop insurance is not available are generally eligible for NAP.
Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber,
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be
commodities such as value loss crops like Christmas trees and
ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact
your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and
county.
Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive
moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These

events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before
or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible
crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local
FSA county office.
Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA
form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and pay the applicable
service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date.
Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact your local
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an
application closing date.
At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of
the NAP Basic Provisions, which describes how NAP works and all
the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. NAP
participants must provide accurate annual reports of their
production in non-loss years to ensure their NAP coverage is
beneficial to their individual operation.
Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending
on the number of crops and number of counties your operation is
located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or
$825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total
of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.
Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal
entity depending on the maximum payment limitation that may
apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be waived
for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and
rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive a 50
percent reduction in the premium.
For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact
Sheet. To get started with NAP, we recommend you contact
your local USDA service center.

Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage Programs for 2021
Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened
Tuesday, Oct. 13. These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help
producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion
in payments are in the process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year.

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
2021 Elections and Enrollment
Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for
the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on
the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.
If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.
For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during
those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the
farm.
2019 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments
FSA began processing payments last week for 2019 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on farms enrolled for the 2019 crop year. In addition to the
$5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue additional payments by the end of November
for 2019 commodities covered under ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) and additional commodities that
trigger PLC and ARC-CO payments for which rates have not yet been published
Producers who had 2019 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit the ARC and PLC
webpage for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and
covered commodities enrolled in 2019 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley,
canola, chickpeas (small and large), corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, long and medium grain
rice, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat.
Oats and soybeans did not meet 2019 PLC payment triggers.
2019 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate
Japonica rice. Payment rates for these commodities will be announced at a later date.
Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific
to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

•

•

Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and
PLC.
ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment
yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the
past should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the
system.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC
webpage.
For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions.
Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is
required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm Storage
Facility Loans
Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).
FSFLs provide low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to produce
maple syrup.
The low-interest funds can be used for:
•
•
•
•

bottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers
equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commodities, such as
cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage facility
handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed and
essential to the proper functioning of a storage system
electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the proper
operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric service to the
electrical meter.

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity or
maple sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commodities are not eligible for FSFLs.
The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:
•
•
•
•
•

boiling equipment
feed handling and processing equipment
production and feed facilities
structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan
maple sap tubing and pumping systems.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.
You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products,
and underserved producers.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards
and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:
•

•

•

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought
and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or
loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020,
you must file:
•
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)
An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing.
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to
$50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.
The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to
finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements.
Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch
for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The

applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or
ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about farm loans, contact your County USDA Service Center at 603-223-6003
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate
with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any
of the following:
•
•
•
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
Any significant changes to family income or expenses
The development of problem situations
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact
your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your County USDA Service Center at
603-223-6003 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New
Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941 or your local County Office,

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

