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Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your 

help. Please report any changes of address, zip code, phone 

number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on 

file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm 

operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You 

should also report any changes to your operation in which you 

reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly 

report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 

in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-

902. 

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service 

Center. 
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USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral 

Option for Farm Storage Facility Loan 

Borrowers 

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers 

experiencing financial hardship from the pandemic and other 

challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) is offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral 

option. No fees or prepayment penalties apply for borrowers who 

choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment 

payment deferral for loans having terms of three, five, seven or ten 

years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year 

term loans. 

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for 

the last year.  The original loan interest rate and annual payment 

due date will remain the same. However, because the installment 

payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final 

payment will be higher due to additional accrued interest. 

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment 

deferral option should contact FSA to make the request and to 

obtain, complete and sign required forms. 

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle 

and transport eligible commodities. 

More Information 

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made 

other flexibilities to help producers impacted by the pandemic, 

including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and 

ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision 

that enables an upcoming installment on a direct loan to be set 

aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can be 

found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. For more information, contact 

your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, 

visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting 

for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated 

the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 
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Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 

• Legumes 

• Brassicas and other broadleaves 

• Mixtures 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 

according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the 

acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and 

the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new 

operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer 

crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate 

documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a 

legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the 

revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to 

file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future 

program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage 

reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to 

report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local 

FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) 

(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of 

fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where 

cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing 

season. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 

Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee producers. 

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and 

honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 

disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must 

be in excess of normal mortality. 

Updates include: 

• Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 days, 

to file a honeybee notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and the 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss 

period for honey. 

• ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply for 

payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup deadline 

for calendar year 2021 losses is January 30, 2022. 

• If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the previous 

two years, you will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how your 

current year inventory was acquired. 

• If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must provide a 

producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the five symptoms 

of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:  

o the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 

o rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly 

or completely unattended; 

o absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 

o absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 

o at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels 

known to cause economic injury or population decline. 

For more information contact the local County USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov/recover. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

Losses 

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 

against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 

excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 

(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the 

earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 

the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 

when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 

not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 

floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 

industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center  or visit 

fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 

Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 

Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 

financial institution. 

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on 

loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be 

established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 

form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 

which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 

(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 

3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 

institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 

DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 

Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 

request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 

rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 

The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 

debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 
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For more information about PAD, contact your Farm Loan Team at 603-223-6003 or visit 

fsa.usda.gov. 

 

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 

 

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are 

a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager 

to learn about your options 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New 

Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941 or your local County Office. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 

Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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