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American Rescue Plan Socially 

Disadvantaged Farmer Debt Payments 

USDA recognizes that socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 

have faced systemic discrimination with cumulative effects that 

have, among other consequences, led to a substantial loss in the 

number of socially disadvantaged producers, reduced the amount 

of farmland they control, and contributed to a cycle of debt that was 

exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. During the pandemic, 

socially disadvantaged communities saw a disproportionate amount 

of COVID-19 infection rates, loss of property, hospitalizations, 

death, and economic hurt. 

To address these systemic challenges, the American Rescue Plan 

Act of 2021 provides historic debt relief to socially disadvantaged 

producers including Black/African American, American Indian or 
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Alaskan native, Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific 

Islander. 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to 

implement the Act, and more guidance will be forthcoming for 

socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm 

loans as well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. As information 

becomes available, it will be provided directly to socially 

disadvantaged borrowers and stakeholder groups representing 

socially disadvantaged producers, posted here on farmers.gov, and 

shared through our social media channels, email newsletters, and 

the media. 

Who qualifies for this debt relief? 

Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm 

loans as well as Farm Storage Facility Loans qualifies. The 

American Rescue Plan Act uses the 2501 definition of socially 

disadvantaged, which includes Black/African American, American 

Indian or Alaskan native, Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or 

Pacific Islander. Gender is not a criterion in and of itself, but of 

course women are included in these categories. 

I qualify as socially disadvantaged under the American Rescue 

Plan definition, but I am not late on my payments. Do I still 

qualify? 

Yes. Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed 

farm loans as well as Farm Storage Facility Loans qualifies. 

When will qualified borrowers begin to see a loan pay-off or 

other payment in response to the American Rescue Plan? 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to 

implement the Act, and more guidance will be forthcoming for 

socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm 

loans as well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. For borrowers in 

arrears, the moratorium established on January 26th to stop all 

debt collections, foreclosures and evictions for all borrowers, 

including socially disadvantaged producers, remains in effect. 

Producers who have worked with USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

previously may have their ethnicity and race on file.  A borrower, 

including those with guaranteed loans, can contact their local their 

local USDA Service Center to verify, update or submit a new 

ethnicity and race designation using the AD-2047. Find your 

nearest service center at farmers.gov/service-locator. 
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To learn more about USDA’s work to implement the American 

Rescue Plan Act of 2021, visit www.usda.gov/arp. 

 

USDA Extends General Signup for 

Conservation Reserve Program 

The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

General Signup period, which had previously been announced as 

ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as it 

takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate 

ways to increase enrollment. Under the previous Administration, 

incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 

enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, 

administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides 

annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to 

conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before 

the General CRP Signup period ends, producers will have the 

opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of 

planned improvements to the program. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land 

for the first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will 

be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including those 

on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to 

contact their local USDA Service Center for more information. 

 

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 

Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 

Assistance Loans (MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross 

Income Certification. 

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. 

All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 

IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 

encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. Unlike the past, you must have the 

CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 

Implementation  
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 

environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 

actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 

are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 

(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 

environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the 

Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 

proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local 

FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is 

required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

 

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 

Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) specific to honeybee producers. 

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and 

honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 

disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must 

be in excess of normal mortality. 

Updates include: 

• Starting in 2020, you have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 days, 

to file a honeybee notice of loss, which provides consistency between ELAP and the 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss 

period for honey. 

• ELAP will now run according to the calendar year. Since you are still required to apply for 

payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year, the new signup deadline 

for calendar year 2021 losses is January 30, 2022. 

• If you were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the previous 

two years, you will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how your 

current year inventory was acquired. 

• If the honeybee colony loss was caused by Colony Collapse Disorder, you must provide a 

producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the five symptoms 

of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include: 

o the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 

o rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly 

or completely unattended; 

o absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 



o absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 

o at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels 

known to cause economic injury or population decline. 

For more information contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit  farmers.gov/recover. 

 

Maintaining Good Credit History 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit 

report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify 

outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow. 

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA 

business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 

provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 

up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score: 

• Make sure to pay bills on time  

o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to 

remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt 

• Keep your credit card balances low 

• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 

loan after improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Farm Loan Team at 603-223-6003 

or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Applying for FSA Direct Loans 

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to 

establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and 

serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 

chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 

used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 

debts, excluding real estate. 
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Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 

and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan 

amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment 

terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. 

Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 

40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 

operating loan. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New 

Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941 or your local County Office. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 

Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


