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USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock,
Poultry Contract Producers and Specialty Crop
Growers
USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who
faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set
an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP 2.
Assistance for Contract Producers
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract
producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec.
27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs,

ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This update includes
eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract.
Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the
periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020.
Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the
period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more
representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program more
equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a normal
production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final
payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments
exceed the available funding and will be made after the application period closes.
Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and
situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec.
27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began
their farming operation in 2020.
Updates for Sales-Based Commodities
USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019
sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based only on
2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would have
expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for this
approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year Noninsured
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
(WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commodities
who had reduced sales in 2019.
Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list
of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities.
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications.
Applying for Assistance
Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to
modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their
local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications
are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
for Organic Certification
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification

through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible
certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021.
OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for
the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic
Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid
organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed
for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales
assessments and postage.
For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification
costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”
•

crops

•

wild crops

•

livestock

•

processing/handling

•

State organic program fees.

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state
agency.
More Information
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber
Harvesters and Haulers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief to
timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can
apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15,
2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) is
administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber
industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue
loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of
Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply.
Program Details

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber
hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the
following:
•

Cutting timber.

•

Transporting timber.

•

Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through
Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020,
multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated
payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment will be made
after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.
The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance
Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to apply.
Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to
Livestock Producers for Animal Losses
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient
access to processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation
and disposal of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack
announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the
National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI. The announcement is part of
USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry producers can
apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17,
2021.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of
livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on

80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of depopulation and
disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys.
PLIP Program Details
Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26,
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have
been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation.
Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible
livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers
and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP.
PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per
head. PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock
or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the
eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry under
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that
were depopulated.
There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for
payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less
than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018.
Applying for Assistance
Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting
it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required.
Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on
how to apply.
Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Applying for NAP Payments
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native
grass for grazing), among others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide:
•

The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held
an interest during the crop year

•

The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended

•

Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.
If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.
To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information.
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable,
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Progression Lending from FSA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help
you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers
through training and credit counseling.
The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff
will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation,

but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve
your operational goals and manage your finances.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Farm Loan Team at 603-2236003 or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation

•

Any significant changes to family income or expenses

•

The development of problem situations

•

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Farm Loan Team at 603-2236003 or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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