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From the FSA State Executive Director 

Happy New Year to one and all, 

One of the clearest effects of our changing local climate is the impact on the timing of the 
maple sugaring season. I have many memories as a youth in the 1970s helping an uncle with 
his sugaring operation. Tapping would be done the last two weeks in February to be ready for 
the warmer spring days and quite often there wouldn’t be sufficient quantity to boil until Town 
Meeting Day. Our current “January thaw” feels like it may last the whole month and many 
operations have taken advantage of these March-like conditions to produce a significant 
amount of syrup. 

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every 
year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. From maple 
syrup production to hay yield there is an abundance of information to be gleaned from NH 
producers. 

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible. It just 
takes a few minutes and the results are invaluable to FSA when determining representative 
marketing and production figures for commodities in NH. The time spent on a survey may not 
be the highlight of your day but rest assured, the information provided is very important. 

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil 
rental rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is 
critical for accurate USDA farm payment determinations. Survey responses also help 



associations, businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate 
others on the importance of agriculture. 

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring 
that no individual operation or producer can be identified. 

On a related note, the Census of Agriculture has been distributed to producers with a deadline 
for response of February 6, 2023. The census can be completed online or via mailed paper 
questionnaire. It is important to capture the complete scope of NH agriculture as many 
resources are allocated out based on data derived from this once every five - year survey. Ag 
Census data is often cited by agricultural advocates when documenting the impact of 
legislation affecting agricultural producers. Support agriculture in NH by making sure your 
voice is heard. 

 

2023 Dairy Margin Coverage Deadline Extended – 
Jan. 31, 2023, Last Day to Enroll 

USDA extended the deadline for producers to enroll in Dairy Margin Coverage 
(DMC) and Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage (SDMC) for program year 2023 to Jan. 31, 
2023.   

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers when 
the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a 
certain dollar amount selected by the producer.    

Nearly 18,000 operations that enrolled in DMC for 2022 have received margin payments for 
August and September for a total of $76.3 million. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50 
coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment.   

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside from a 
$100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, and military 
veteran farmers and ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if requested. To 
determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can 
use the online dairy decision tool.    

Supplemental DMC   

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in payments to 
better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased production over the years 
but were not able to enroll the additional production. Supplemental DMC is also available for 
2023.  The enrollment period for 2023 Supplemental DMC is also extended to Jan. 31, 2023. 

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023.  Eligible 
dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history may enroll 
supplemental pounds.    

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will 
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a supplemental 
production history.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t2%2Bs%2Bt7%2FlrWaS0Iy92Ju1CQcQE%2BIhmgq6RQB%2FKrjOD8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t2%2Bs%2Bt7%2FlrWaS0Iy92Ju1CQcQE%2BIhmgq6RQB%2FKrjOD8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2F202202_fsa_dairy_margin_coverage_sdmc_fact_sheet_v5.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ryYji3VHqLXB3nPkNjQwMkD3GzBV1uWDxahTx%2FmPq8Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdmc.dairymarkets.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7mjvK2VUOsSvHmwVdqT0v8eiU%2FQHDiiyQqufRdywwvA%3D&reserved=0


Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers should 
complete their Supplemental DMC enrollment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To enroll, 
producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses to 
determine established production history.   

DMC Payments   

FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and premium hay costs, 
making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.  These updated feed 
calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 50%. For more information on DMC, 
visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

The 2022 Census of Agriculture is Underway 

America’s farmers and ranchers now have the opportunity to be represented in the nation’s 
only comprehensive and impartial agriculture data for every state, county and territory. USDA 
has mailed the 2022 Census of Agriculture to all known agriculture producers across the 
nation and Puerto Rico. Producers have the option to respond securely and conveniently 
online at agcounts.usda.gov or by mail. The deadline for response is Feb. 6, 2023. 

Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted every five years 
by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Census of Agriculture tells the 
story and shows the value of U.S. agriculture. The data inform decisions about business, 
programs, rural development, research, and more. These are things that directly impact 
producers, and better data can lead to better decisions. That is why it is so important for every 
producer’s voice to be counted. 

Responding to the Census of Agriculture is required by law under Title 7 USC 2204(g) Public 
Law 105-113. The same law requires NASS to keep personally-identifiable information 
confidential, to use the data only for statistical purposes, and only publish in aggregate form to 
prevent disclosing the identity of any individual producer or farm operation. NASS will release 
the results of the ag census in 2024. 

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus or call 800-727-
9540. On the website, producers and other data users can access past ag census 
data, partner tools to help spread the word about the upcoming ag census, special study 
information, and more. For highlights of these and the latest information on the upcoming 
Census of Agriculture, follow USDA NASS on twitter @usda_nass. 

 

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option 
for Farm Storage Facility Loan Borrowers 
To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from 
the pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or 
prepayment penalties apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t2%2Bs%2Bt7%2FlrWaS0Iy92Ju1CQcQE%2BIhmgq6RQB%2FKrjOD8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agcounts.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QPEva1cFBDPj9%2FxJ1jhaa8i1AJVgAITDtg21b1YvfFI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6oDtz4PVShD%2BVg%2FEfZtb7yRFGmB1BgUL1QK%2BJFLrcUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%2FPartners%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YgWr7A3cQEMoxh2bgABJDfIchhFtwy7iB8%2F0aibsaYI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fusda_nass%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5pCQ48RnBoHC3%2FhjSxSB5%2B9BWasKQb%2FzD2Yzxtsxxs0%3D&reserved=0


Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans 
having terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available 
for 12-year term loans. 

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year.  The original 
loan interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the 
installment payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be 
higher due to additional accrued interest. 

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should 
contact FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms. 

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible 
commodities. 

More Information 

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help 
producers impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm 
operating and ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that 
enables an upcoming installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More 
information on these flexibilities can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. For more 
information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

  

 

USDA Offers Farmers.gov Features to Help 
Farmers Hire Workers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers features on the farmers.gov website 
designed to help facilitate the employment of H-2A workers. 

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by 
Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a 
farm worker is an easier process. 

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include: 

• A real-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible 
employer application and visa applications for temporary nonimmigrant workers; 

• Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they 
can save multiple applications tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time; 

• Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application 
Gateway (FLAG); 

• Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign 
Labor Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of temporary labor certification applications; 

http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line. 

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a. 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with 
an authenticated portal where customers can apply for programs, process transactions and 
manage accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those 
customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to 
deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and 
ranchers do right, and feed everyone. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an 
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group 
without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s 
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 

• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 

• The development of problem situations 

• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

http://www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Farm Loan Team at 603-223-
6003 or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

New Hampshire FSA State Office 

James C. Cleveland Federal Building 
53 Pleasant Street, Room 1601 

Concord, NH 03301 

Phone: 603-224-7941 
Fax: 855-428-0330 

Jeffrey Holmes 
State Executive Director 

jeffrey.holmes@usda.gov 
603-224-7941 

Rebecca Davis 
Farm Loan Manager 

rebecca.davis2@usda.gov 
603-223-6003 

    

  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C649384e257bd4648b8cb08daf974e59c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638096577711186810%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OCRxX4GjK82%2BITAOTgFeLnjflQKJNYaAxiC6ggwNzyE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jeffrey.holmes@usda.gov
mailto:rebecca.davis2@usda.gov

