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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
by fellow Georgian and Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at the Supreme Court 
building.  

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in Bonaire, 
Georgia. Being uniquely qualified as a former farmer, agribusinessman, 
veterinarian, state legislator and governor of Georgia, he has 
experienced the agriculture industry from every possible perspective 
throughout his life. 

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns of farmers, 
ranchers, foresters and producers, and will work tirelessly to solve the 
issues facing our farm families.   

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be guided by four 
principles which will inform his decisions. First, he will maximize the 
ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture and agribusiness 
sector to create jobs, to produce and sell the foods and fiber that feed 
and clothe the world, and to reap the earned reward of their labor. 
Second, he will prioritize customer service every day for American 
taxpayers and consumers. Third, as Americans expect a safe and 
secure food supply, USDA will continue to serve in the critical role of 
ensuring the food we put on the table to feed our families meets the 
strict safety standards we’ve established. And fourth, Perdue will 
always remember that America’s agricultural bounty comes directly 
from the land.   

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit www.usda.gov.    
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Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for 
cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the 
definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four 
categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal grain, and 
would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat, barley, oats, black 
oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, Italian or Hungarian 
millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and grasses.  

• Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to, clovers, 
vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.  

• Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume broadleaf, 
including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, rapeseed, oilseed rape, 
and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and 
safflower.  

• Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example, oats 
and radishes. If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not 
terminated according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop 
and the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.  

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer share interest 
changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision 
must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days from the date when the 
new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop 
share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership 
and producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure to 
file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program 
benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting 
deadline. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA-578” to 
report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The local FSA 
office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land.  

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. For 



example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted 
would be reported as idle.   

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated 
land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. Resting 
the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for crop production in the 
next growing season. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation.  

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested 
by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all: 

• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the land 
sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each 
resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed 
to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all 
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest 
date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be 
provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method 
other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 
calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the 
final planting date for the crop.   

 



 
New Jersey Counties Eligible for Emergency Loans  
The New Jersey Counties of Atlantic, Cumberland, Mercer, Somerset, Burlington, Gloucester, Ocean, 
Union, Camden, Hunterdon and Salem were declared a primary disaster county by the combined effects 
of freeze, excessive heat and drought that occurred from April 1, 2016, through Sep. 19, 2016.  Farmers  in 
Cape May, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris and Warren counties  also qualify for natural 
disaster assistance because their counties are contiguous. Under this designation, producers with 
operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans June 
5, 2017. 

The New Jersey Counties of Burlington, Hunterdon, Mercer and Warren were declared contiguous 
disaster counties due to  drought in Pennsylvania from May 1, 2016 to December 10, 2016. Under this 
designation, producers with operations in any contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest 
emergency loans December 5, 2017. 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and 
other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. FSA 
will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security 
available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 
2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the 
loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster 
program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. 
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. 
Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent 
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when 
the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the 
eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months 
from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or 
vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 
Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to producers and 
handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the National 
Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid 
from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per certification scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and 
postage. 
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Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply through 
participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" and 
entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA 
office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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