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Producers Urged to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines
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The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available
USDA crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the
following upcoming crop deadlines:
•

September 30: small grains, grasses, mixed forage, garlic

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as
drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on
crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by
visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.
aspx.
NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the
average market price, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly
to consumers.

Please contact
your local FSA
Office for questions
specific to your
operation or county
Important Dates:
Oct 9: Offices
closed in honor of
Columbus Day

Women, minority and beginning farmers get basic NAP coverage for free
and buy-up coverage at a 50% reduction in the premium.
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private
insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at
USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the
USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict
insurance premium costs.

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management
Agency (RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, and Abuse
2B

FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal
Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and
insurance providers by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season.
FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse directly to
RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the county office staff, the RMA
office or the Office of the Inspector General.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
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The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular,
down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for
smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up
to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the
property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The
maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is
up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted.
The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or
ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2017 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date
when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster
program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant
or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes.
Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale.
Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned
when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Reporting Organic Crops
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Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and
selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.
Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

name of certified individuals
address
telephone number
effective date of certification
certificate number
list of commodities certified
name and address of certifying agent
a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified
organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

NRCS - An Evening of Wine and Equine
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NRCS will join Rutgers for 2 free events focusing on Environmental Stewardship and Nutrition on New
Jersey Horse Farms.
•
•

October 4th in Chesterfield, NJ from 5:30 PM to 7:30 pm at Trilogy Farm, 73 White Pine Rd,
Chesterfield, NJ 08515.
October 11th in Hillsborough, NJ from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm at Hidden Hills’ Farm, 656 River
Rd., Hillsborough, NJ 08844.

The Rutgers University twilight meeting series, "An Evening of Wine and Equine," will feature
presentations from Rutgers and NRCS representatives about technical and financial assistance
available for equine operations through NRCS’s EQIP.

Registration for the "An Evening of Wine and Equine" sessions is required. Contact Dr. Carey Williams
at carey.williams@rutgers.edu to reserve a spot at the session you want to attend. Applications for
EQIP and all NRCS conservation programs can be made by visiting your local NRCS office.
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this event are asked to
request for accommodation when they register.

Dairy Producers Can Enroll for 2018 Coverage; Secretary
Allows Producers to Opt Out
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that starting
Sept. 1, 2017, dairy producers can enroll for 2018 coverage in the Margin Protection Program (MPPDairy). Secretary Sonny Perdue has utilized additional flexibility this year by providing dairy producers
the option of opting out of the program for 2018.
To opt out, a producer should not sign up during the annual registration period. By opting out, a
producer would not receive any MPP-Dairy benefits if payments are triggered for 2018. Full details will
be included in a subsequent Federal Register Notice. The decision would be for 2018 only and is not
retroactive.
The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating
dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below
the coverage level selected by the producer.
MPP-Dairy gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage levels best suited for their
operation. Enrollment ends on Dec. 15, 2017, for coverage in calendar year 2018. Participating farmers
will remain in the program through Dec. 31, 2018, and pay a minimum $100 administrative fee for 2018
coverage. Producers have the option of selecting a different coverage level from the previous coverage
year during open enrollment.
Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions and cannot
participate in the Livestock Gross Margin Dairy Insurance Program. Producers can mail the appropriate
form to the producer’s administrative county FSA office, along with applicable fees, without
necessitating a trip to the local FSA office. If electing higher coverage for 2018, dairy producers can
either pay the premium in full at the time of enrollment or pay 100 percent of the premium by Sept. 1,
2018. Premium fees may be paid directly to FSA or producers can work with their milk handlers to remit
premiums on their behalf.
USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage under the MPP-Dairy that will
provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online resource, available
at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data
and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on price projections. Producers can
also review historical data or estimate future coverage based on data projections. The secure site can
be accessed via computer, Smartphone, tablet or any other platform, 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.
For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office to learn
more about the MPP-Dairy.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 8778339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

