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Important Dates: 

1BDisaster Programs  
Have you suffered any losses due to recent severe weather. Farm 
Service Agency has programs to assist with losses of livestock, 
honeybees, and farm raised fish as well as fruit trees, ornamentals, 
berry bushes and vines. See below for information on our Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP), Emergency Livestock Assistance 
Program (ELAP), and Tree Assistance Program TAP.  

Click here for a quick glance at all our disaster programs. 

 
2BTree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up 
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from 
natural disasters during calendar year 2018 must submit a TAP 
application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP provides financial assistance 
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural 
disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an 
annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include 
ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or 
vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality from an eligible natural 
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Jan 15: Offices closed - In 
honor of the birthday of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Jan 16: Acreage Reporting 
Deadline - apples, peaches, 
cane berries, strawberries 

disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned 
when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are 
not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and 
vines were planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and 
vines must be replaced within 12 months from the date the 
application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres 
planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive 
TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually. 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA 
office. 

 

 
3B2018 Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold. 

For 2018, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2018, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be 
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide the 
following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the 
end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.  

• Proof of death documentation  
• Copy of growers contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under 
“normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2018 must file both of the 
following: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent 
• An application for payment by March 31, 2019. 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
4BEmergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, 
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.          
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Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to 
Sept. 30, 2018 must file: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 
2018 

• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year. 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:  

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
5BUSDA Seeks Applications for $10 Million in Conservation 
Innovation Grants 
Funding is available in three focus areas, including grazing lands, organic systems and soil health 

USDA is offering grants for innovative ideas for conservation strategies and technologies. USDA's 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) plans to invest $10 million in the Conservation 
Innovation Grants (CIG) program, funding innovative conservation projects in three focus 
areas: grazing lands, organic systems and soil health. Grant proposals are due Feb. 26, 
2018. 

The NRCS uses CIG to work with partners to accelerate transfer and adoption of promising 
technologies and approaches that address some of the nation’s most pressing natural resource 
concerns. This year, NRCS is focusing funding in these areas: 

• Grazing Lands: Helping livestock producers make grazing management decisions, 
encouraging prescribed burning as a grazing management practice, and improving access 
to conservation planning tools used for developing grazing management plans. 

• Organic Agriculture Systems: Helping organic producers develop innovative cropping 
and tillage systems, edge-of-field monitoring, crop rotations, and intercropping systems. 

• Soil Health: Supporting both cropping and grazing systems, in a variety of climatic zones, 
that incorporate soil health management systems for addressing specific resource concerns 
like nutrients and availability. Evaluating multiple soil health assessment methods to assist 
in the development of new soil health indicators and thresholds. 

Potential applicants should review the announcement of program funding available at 
www.grants.gov, which includes application materials and submission procedures. All 
U.S.-based entities and individuals are invited to apply, with the sole exception of Federal 
agencies. Up to 20 percent of CIG funds will be set aside for proposals from historically 
underserved producers, veteran farmers or ranchers or groups serving these customers. 

NRCS is hosting a webinar for potential CIG applicants on Jan. 11, 2018, at 4 p.m. Eastern. 
Information on how to join the webinar can be found on the NRCS CIG webpage. 
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CIG is authorized and funded under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 
Projects can last up to three years. The maximum award amount for any project this year is 
$2 million. Since 2004, NRCS has invested nearly $286.7 million in more than 700 projects 
focused on providing farmers and ranchers new techniques, data and decision-making tools 
for improving natural resources conservation on their land. Cape Atlantic Soil Conservation 
District was awarded a national CIG Award in 2013 for their project, Expanding 
Pollinator Species Habitat Sites Utilizing Compost Filter Socks. The CIG Project 
Search Tool contains information all existing national CIG projects. 

 
6BUSDA Microloans Help Farmers with Operating Costs and 
Property Improvements  
The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. New Jersey has provided 113 microloans 
totaling over $2.5 million.  Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such 
as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of 
loans have gone to new farmers. 

Microloans are also available to help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) microloans are especially helpful to beginning or 
underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and 
mid-sized farming operations. 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 
7B2018 Acreage Reporting 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
your County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

For the 2018 crop year: 

• January 16, 2018        apples, peaches, cane berries, strawberries 
• June 15, 2018             spring seeded forage 
• July 15, 2018              all other crops, including CRP 
• August 15, 2018         processing beans 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.   
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For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County FSA 
office  

 
8BFarm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.    

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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