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FSA Reminds Producers to Enroll in Agriculture Risk 
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs Before the 

March 16th Deadline 
 

 
Producers Urged to Consider NAP or Crop 
Insurance for Crops before March 16th 
Deadline 
 
Basic NAP coverage is free and buy-up coverage is 50% off 
for beginning, limited resource, minority and women farmers. 

This includes entities whose membership is at least 
50% beginning, limited resource, minority and women 

farmers. 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available 
USDA crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance 
and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, 
before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be 
eligible for NAP. 

Remaining Deadline for 2020 NAP Coverage: 

03/16/2020 – Beans, Brussel-Sprouts, Cantaloupes, Celery, Corn, 
Cucumbers, Eggplant, Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, 
Pumpkins,  Sorghum, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflowers, Sweet Potatoes 
& Yams,  Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Watermelons and hemp 

 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstated higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production 
in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops 
marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 
percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To 
find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent 
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#.  

 
USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands Signup 
Begins March 16  
Farmers and ranchers may apply to enroll grasslands in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Grasslands signup beginning March 16. The signup runs through May 15.  

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such as 
haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be restricted 
by the primary nesting season of birds. 

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for 
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is either 10 or 15 
years. FSA will rank applications using a number of factors including existence of expiring CRP land, 
threat of conversion or development, existing grassland, and predominance of native species cover, 
and cost. 

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enrollment. CRP is one of the largest 
conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million acres 
currently enrolled. 

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.   

 
USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added Causes of Loss Under 
WHIP+  
USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including 
producers impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through WHIP+, 
USDA is helping producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible 
losses of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with six 
sugar beet processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those cooperatives 
who experienced loss.  

In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by 
Congress and signed by President Trump.  In December 2019, Congress passed, and President 
Trump signed the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 
billion for the continuation of disaster assistance program delivery. 
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Eligibility 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines 
in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation 
(primary counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, 
typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that occurred in 2018 or 
2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be 
eligible if the producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying natural 
disaster event. 

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county 
anytime during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible. 

A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available 
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at 
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans - Rates Drop for March 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build 
or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage 
and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, 
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding 
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include 
grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding 
$100,000 require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are 
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, 
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and 
underserved producers. 

March 2020 Rates: 

• 3   year loan – 1.375% 
• 5   year loan – 1.375% 
• 7   year loan – 1.500% 
• 10 year loan – 1.625% 
• 12 year loan – 1.625% 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Employment Opportunities 
New Jersey FSA is offering the following positions: 

• County Office Program technicianin Hackettstown NJ – closes March 11, 2020  
o https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/560071000 

• Farm Loan Program Technicianin Hamilton Square NJ – closes July 15, 2020  
o https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/556318900 

• Farm Loan Assistantin Vineland NJ – closes July 15, 2020  
o https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/556317100 

 
Program Rules to Keep in Mind When Planning in 2020 

• Approved Double-Cropping Combinations for 2020 

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended 
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and carried 
to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a crop year 
under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the county 
committee must be approved by the state committee. 

New Jersey's Approved Double Cropping Combinations can be found on our state website or by 
clicking here.  

Planting an unapproved combination may reduce your program eligibility or program 
payments. Please check with your local office for more information.  

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee. 

• Final Planting Dates 

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting 
date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please 
contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a 
crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

• Breaking New Ground - Highly Erodible Land Requirements 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan. It is also important, when picking up new ground 
with Highly Erodible Land, to consult with NRCS regarding existing conservation plans. 

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your 
eligibility for benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to 
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is 
necessary.   

Click here for the HEL Fact Sheet for more information. 
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Youth Loans Help Finance Agricultural Income-Producing 
Projects 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the 
loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and 

assistance from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan 
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. Click here for more 
information on youth loans or here to download the application.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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