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USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net 
Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program 
still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment 
period for farms without generic base acres will end on Sept. 28, 
2018. Producers with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, 
to allocate generic base acres, update yields, make a program 
election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly 
contained generic base acres.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-
year, producers must enroll by signing a contract each 
program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from 
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or 
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill 
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a 
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower 
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland 
cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
https://www.farmers.gov/.  
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USDA Launches Trade Mitigation Programs 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due 
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations.  Producers of certain commodities can now sign up 
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers. An announcement about further payments will 
be made in the coming months, if warranted.  USDA is currently working to determine how to 
address market disruptions for producers of almonds and sweet cherries.  

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and 
instructions provided at www.farmers.gov/mfp.  MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, dairy, hog, 
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have been significantly impacted by actions of foreign 
governments resulting in the loss of traditional exports.  Eligible producers should apply after 
harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP 
rate for a specific commodity.  A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA.  

Market Facilitation Program 

Commodity                Est. Initial Payment**            Initial Payment Rate (in $1,000s) 

Cotton                         $0.06/lb.                                  $276,900 
Corn                            $0.01/bu.                                 $96,000 
Dairy (milk)                  $0.12/cwt.                               $127,400 
Pork (hogs)                 $8.00/head                              $290,300 
Soybeans                    $1.65/bu.                                 $3,629,700 
Sorghum                     $0.86/bu.                                 $156,800 
Wheat                         $0.14/bu.                                 $119,200 
Total                                                                           $4,696,300 

 **Initial payment rate on 50% of production  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, and wheat 
capped per person or legal entity.  MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy 
and hog producers. Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 
2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the 
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA offices, interested producers can 
visit www.farmers.gov 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.  

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.  

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
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guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.  

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.  

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.  

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
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ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee 
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee.  

Double-cropping is approved in New Mexico on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA 
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.   

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.  

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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