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USDA Offers Wildfire Recovery 
Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and 
low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their 
recovery efforts following wildfires or other qualifying natural 
disasters. 

Available programs and loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - 
provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented 
planting occur due to natural disasters including excessive 
wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased NAP 
coverage for 2019 crops. A notice of loss must be filed the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to 
eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses 
may include those determined by FSA to have been 
caused by wildfires, hurricanes, floods, blizzards, tropical 
storms, tornados, lightning, extreme heat, and extreme 
cold. Producers will be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible 
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to 
their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the 
loss of livestock is apparent. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to 
eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for qualifying 
tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters 
including excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides emergency 
relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. ELAP 
covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that 
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was purchased or mechanically harvested forage or 
feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer’s 
eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, 
harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only cut, 
raked or windrowed is not eligible. ELAP also covers up to 
180 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has 
been forced to remove livestock from a grazing pasture due 
to wildfire and for beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses 
(the physical structure) in instances where the hive has 
been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, 
high winds and tornadoes. Producers must submit a notice 
of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of 
when the loss is apparent. For honeybee losses, producers 
must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss 
occurs or from when the loss is apparent. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with 
agriculture operations located in a county under a primary 
or contiguous Presidential or Secretarial disaster 
designation. These low interest loans help producers 
recover from production and physical losses. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides 
emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate 
land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence 
loss. 

For more information on these programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster or contact your local FSA office. 

 

 
New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
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Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Reports Record Enrollment in Key Farm Safety-Net 
Programs  
Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is 
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also 
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year. 

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must 
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30. 

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to 
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible 
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and 
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enrollment for 2019 ended March 16. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 
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USDA Reminds New Mexico Producers to Complete Crop 
Acreage Reports 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in New Mexico are currently open to phone and virtual 
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff 
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in 
State:                                                                                           

May 15, 2020   Spring Barley, Onions, Pecans (Trees), Spring 
Wheat, Potatoes (Curry, Lea, and Roosevelt 
Counties) 

July 15, 2020   All other crops, Perennial Forage, Potatoes (all 
other counties) 

August 15, 2020   Beans, Hemp 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of 
acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate 
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in 
completing acreage reports, including providing maps. 

FSA county offices in New Mexico are providing  maps to producers through either mail or e-
mail  with instructions for completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should return 
completed maps and the acreage reporting sheet by mail or email] prior to, but no later than the 
acreage reporting deadline 

FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet with producers to review maps and 
documents for certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can download 
the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phones and call the FSA office for an appointment. You can 
also use Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading software.   

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software 
updates and mail/ email producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. 
Producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail/ 
email by ASAP, but before the acreage reporting date listed above. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no 
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting 
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the 
certifying agent. 



For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office 
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 
3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
offices.usda.gov 

 
USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands Signup  
Farmers and ranchers may apply to enroll grasslands in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Grasslands signup. The signup runs through May 15.  

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such 
as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be 
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds. 

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for 
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is either 10 or 15 
years. FSA will rank applications using a number of factors including existence of expiring CRP 
land, threat of conversion or development, existing grassland, and predominance of native species 
cover, and cost. 

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enrollment. CRP is one of the 
largest conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million 
acres currently enrolled. 

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.   
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Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you. 

 
Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee 
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee. 

Double-cropping is approved in New Mexico on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA 
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.  

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee. 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered 
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, 
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to 
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP 
coverage. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage 
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, 
or prevent crop planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county 
coverage. The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019. 

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 



The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now 
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility 
criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a 
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact your local USDA Service Center.  To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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