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Farmers and Ranchers in New Mexico
Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance
through USDA’s Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program
Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP), which provides direct payments to
offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application and
a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) staff members are available via phone, fax
and online tools to help producers complete applications. The
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new
customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through
CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion for vital financial
assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have
suffered a five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19
and face additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower
demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns
and the orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to
ensure the availability of funding for all eligible producers who
apply.
In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their
maximum total payment upon approval of the application. The
remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit,
will be paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility
forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that webpage, producers can
find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service
Center.
Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the
online calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your
local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to
determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the
application is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the
time of application and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.
Additional Commodities
USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential
inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not
currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either:
1. suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or
3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.
More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.
More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These
updates include changes required by the 2018 Farm Bill as well as discretionary changes intended
to improve the administration of the program and clarify existing program requirements. ELAP was
previously administered based on FSA’s fiscal year but will now run according to the calendar year.
Producers are still required to submit an application for payment within 30 calendar days of the end
of the program year. This is not a policy change but will affect the deadline. The signup deadline for
calendar year 2020 losses is February 1, 2021.
Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for
honey. For other covered losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish losses, the
notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to the
producer.

Program participants who were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the
previous two years will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how current
year inventory was acquired.
If the honeybee colony loss incurred was because of Colony Collapse Disorder, program
participants must provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of
the five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:
•
•
•
•
•

the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives;
rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or
completely unattended;
absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive;
absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and
at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to
cause economic injury or population decline.

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and
honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must
be in excess of normal mortality.
ELAP also provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock and farm-raised fish
including for feed and grazing losses. It covers losses because of eligible adverse weather or loss
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires on federally managed lands. ELAP also covers losses
resulting from the cost of transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought.
For more information on ELAP visit farmers.gov/recover or contact your FSA County Office. To
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.
USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.
Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.
The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have

operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.
For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Accepting Proposals for State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement Initiative
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting new or modified
proposals from state governments for its State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative.
Through SAFE, vital habitat is restored to meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals. The
deadline to submit proposals is July 10.
SAFE practices must be used to restore animal habitats for the following categories:
•
•
•

rare, threatened and endangered species
species that have suffered a significant population decline
species that provide significant social or economic value to the community.

SAFE grass and tree practices were moved to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General
Signup in 2019 and competed against other offers, while buffer and wetland practices remain under
continuous CRP signup.
When submitted, proposals must include an overview of the project accomplishments, a list of all
practices planned, the commitment of the state and participants and the planned outreach efforts.
For more information about SAFE and submitting a proposal, contact your FSA state office at 505761-4900.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers
Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants
Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is available to producers who grow noninsurable
crops and is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop growers.
New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost.
The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay,
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also
apply for FSA credit.
Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct
market crops, at their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for
free or discounted coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African
Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.
FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more,
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at
offices.usda.gov.

Update Your Records
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address,
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

New Mexico Conservation Funding Announcement
The NRCS New Mexico Conservation Funding Opportunity (NFO), Opportunity Number USDANRCS-NM-CTA-20-NOFO0001015, has been posted to Grants.gov and is open for applications
through July 15, 2020.
Conservation partners are invited to apply for NRCS assistance for the following opportunities:
1. Conservation Outreach Workshops: Promote public awareness of NRCS programs, and
further the development of NRCS relationships with its conservation partners and
participants, women agricultural producers, veterans, minority and limited resource
landowners, beginning farmers, and historically underserved agricultural producers,
producers in urban areas, acequias, and land grants. Direct involvement of conservation
partners will enhance effectiveness of programs and ensure widest dissemination to the
public while, also, offering an opportunity to provide information on current agricultural
topics of interest to underserved segments of the regional agricultural population.
2. Technical Workshops and/or Field Days on Native Plant Community Adoption, and/or
Pollinator Habitat: Provide learning opportunities to educate New Mexico agricultural
producers who are following or considering native plant communities in rangeland
systems. Opportunities will provide education and demonstration on topics including, but
not limited to plant establishment, management techniques, details regarding rotational
grazing and stockpiling, and native plant community adoption. Applicant must demonstrate
the capability to unite members of the agriculture science and technology communities to
share their knowledge with producers and other interested parties.
3. Organic and Specialty Crop Workshops: Provide learning opportunities to educate New
Mexico agricultural producers, who are following or considering the use of organics, or
considering transitioning to organic cropping systems for vegetables, fruits, specialty crops,
produce, berries, and non-traditional agricultural production efforts in New
Mexico. Examples include: Promotion and expansion of field-to-market efforts; voluntary
landowner supported efforts to educate producers on how to implement organic farming
techniques and improve understanding of organic labeling, marketing, and organic
production benefits; and encourage technical assistance, education, research, technology
transfer, and public awareness of economically and environmentally sustainable agricultural
production techniques associated with organic and specialty crop production.
FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION
1. Estimated Funding The total amount of Federal funding the agency expects to
award through this opportunity is up to $100,000.
2. Start Dates and Performance Periods Projects will be 1 year in
duration. Applicants should plan their projects based on a project start date of
September 1, 2020.
3. Type of Federal Award The agency plans to award cooperative agreements
pursuant to this opportunity.

4. Number of Awards The agency expects to make 5 awards.
Click here for full announcement.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

