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Message from the State Executive
Director
Michael S. White, New Mexico State Executive Director wants to
provide information on the following:

Phone: 505-761-4900
Fax: 877-450-0860

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 2.0

www.fsa.usda.gov/nm

The deadline to signup for CFAP 2 is fast approaching. The last
day to submit an application is December 11, 2020.

State Executive Director:
Michael S. White

Dairy Margin Coverage Program (DMC)

Executive Officer:
Brenda Archuleta
Farm Loan Chief:
LeAnn Gibbs
Farm Program Chief:
Joilynn Gray
District Directors:
Andrew Flores
Oscar Rivera
Rhonda Mitchell
State Committee:
Chair, Alisa Ogden
Vice Chair, Matthew Lansford
Member, John M. Romero
Member, Dustin K. Johnson
Member, Monte Anderson
To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/NM

Signup for the 2021 calendar year opened October 13, 2020 and
runs through December 11, 2020.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Emergency grazing extension for New Mexico producers on
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.
“Continued drought conditions have deteriorated rangeland across
the state causing a hardship for livestock producers,” said Michael
White, State Executive Director in New Mexico. “The emergency
grazing extension beyond the allotted 90 calendar days will provide
temporary relief to affected producers.”
Producers who were previously approved for emergency grazing
and wish to continue emergency grazing beyond the 90 calendar
days must contact their local FSA office for approval. Producers will
be required to obtain a modified conservation plan from NRCS that
will determine the contract specific stocking rates and grazing
duration based on the condition of the cover. The minimum residual
height of the species of grass must be maintained during the
selected grazing period.

To date, 32 counties in New Mexico have triggered eligibility for emergency grazing on CRP acres.
A list by state and map of eligible counties are updated weekly and available on FSA’s website.
Producers located in a county that, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, is designated as severe
drought (D2) or greater on or after the last day of the primary nesting season are eligible for
emergency haying and grazing on all eligible acres. Additionally, producers located in counties that
were in a severe drought (D2) status any single week during the last eight weeks of the primary
nesting season may also be eligible for emergency haying and grazing unless the FSA County
Committee determines that forage conditions no longer warrant emergency haying and grazing.
Producers who don’t meet the drought monitor qualifications but have a 40 percent loss of forage
production may also be eligible for emergency haying and grazing outside of the primary nesting
season.
CRP Emergency Grazing Provisions
Under the emergency grazing provisions, producers can use the CRP acreage for their own
livestock or may grant another livestock producer use of the CRP acreage. The eligible CRP
acreage is limited to acres located within the approved county.
Participants must remove all livestock from CRP acreage no later than one day after the end of the
emergency grazing period. There will be no CRP annual rental payment reduction for emergency
haying and grazing authorizations.
Emergency Conservation Program
The Harding County was approved to implement ECP due to the Farm Camp Fire. Farmers or
ranchers who suffered damage or destruction on eligible farmland and livestock fencing, please
contact the Harding County FSA Office, (575) 485-2294.
Noninsured Crop Assistance Program
The last day to apply for crop coverage on perennial grasses is December 1. Coverage will become
effective on the 2021 crop 30 days later, December 31, 2021.
In New Mexico, the grazing period is from January 1 – December 31. If you have NAP coverage on
perennial forage (i.e. Native Grass), and the intended use for the crop is grazing, NAP policy
requires that the crop be reported to the FSA office 15 calendar days before the onsite of grazing. If
this is your situation, the deadline to report the 2021 grazing perennial crop is December 16,
2020. Please contact your local FSA County Office to make an appointment to submit an acreage
report.
FSA has and is proudly continuing to provide its services, even through these unprecedented times,
FSA offers alternative methods for farmers and ranchers to conduct business with the agency. One
of those methods is online. If interested, sign up for an Online Account.
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have online options to access USDA programs.
Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing business as an individual can now
register, track and manage their applications for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) on the
secure and convenient farmers.gov. Producers doing business as an individual first need to sign up
for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not have the
mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on
behalf of another individual or entity.
•
•
•
•

Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov
Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity
verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA Service
Center.
Step 3: You’re enrolled
Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account linked
with your USDA customer record

•

Step 5: You’re ready to Log In

Or call your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2
Access! They will get you online so you can create an online account at farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll
complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2
eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can apply for select USDA programs, view
and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn
more.
To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit
farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642.
Stay Informed
The Farm Service Agency offers several tools to obtain program information at the tips of your
fingers.
Farmers.gov is a customer self-service portal that allow customers to access their program,
eligibility, contact, map information, and much more. Start enjoying the convenience, create an
account now!
GovDelivery is our communications platform that allows individuals to subscribe to receive emails
about our programs and services. This is your direct link to instant information.
•

Sign up for GovDelivery at your local county office or online at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new

SMS Text Alerts allows you to receive timely information via text message, such as deadlines to
apply for programs, file acreage reports, etc.
•

Subscribe by sending a text message to 372669. The text message should be the State
Postal Identifier (State Abbreviation) and the county name. Examples:

Single County = NMValencia
Multiple Counties (each county must be on a separate line = NMCurry
NMRioArriba)

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every year
and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.
If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.
The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental
rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm
payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the importance of agriculture.
NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that
no individual operation or producer can be identified.
NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick
Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage Programs for 2021
Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened
Tuesday, Oct. 13. These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help
producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion
in payments are in the process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year.
Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
2021 Elections and Enrollment
Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for
the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on
the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.
If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.
For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during
those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the
farm.
2019 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments
FSA began processing payments last week for 2019 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on farms enrolled for the 2019 crop year. In addition to the
$5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue additional payments by the end of November
for 2019 commodities covered under ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) and additional commodities that
trigger PLC and ARC-CO payments for which rates have not yet been published
Producers who had 2019 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit the ARC and PLC
webpage for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and
covered commodities enrolled in 2019 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley,
canola, chickpeas (small and large), corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton
and wheat.
Oats and soybeans did not meet 2019 PLC payment triggers.
2019 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed, sunflower
seed and temperate Japonica rice. Payment rates for these commodities will be announced at a
later date.
Web-Based Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific
to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

•
•

Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and
PLC.
ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment
yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the
past should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the
system.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC
webpage.
For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA)
direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real
estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•

Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations
Partial releases
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and
future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Report Banking Changes to FSA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In
order to receive timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your
account or if your bank information is changed for any reason (such as your financial institution
merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account
and bank routing numbers.
For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.
Know your Final Planting Dates
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so

please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Dairy Margin Coverage Program Enrollment for 2021 Opens
Oct. 13
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting applications for the Dairy Margin
Coverage (DMC) program on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 for 2021 enrollment.
Signup runs through Dec. 11, 2020. DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. DMC payments
triggered for seven months in 2019 and three months so far in 2020. More than 23,000 operations
enrolled in DMC in 2019, and more than 13,000 in 2020.
To determine the appropriate level of coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can utilize
the recently updated online dairy decision tool. The decision tool is designed to assist producers
with calculating total premium costs and administrative fees associated with participation in DMC.
An informational video is available, too.
Improvements to the decision tool, made in cooperation with representatives from the University of
Minnesota and University of Wisconsin, include historical analysis that illustrates what DMC
indemnity payments might have been had the program been available over the previous two
decades. The analysis indicates that over the course of time, DMC payments made to producers
exceed premiums paid. These decision tool enhancements provide a more comprehensive decision
support experience for producers considering DMC.
In addition to DMC, USDA offers a variety of programs that have helped dairy producers, including
insurance, disaster assistance, and conservation programs. Most recently, the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program 1 provided $1.75 billion in direct relief to dairy producers who faced price
declines and additional marketing costs due to COVID-19 in early 2020. Now, signup is underway
for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides another round of assistance for
dairy producers and many other eligible producers.
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact your local USDA Service Center.
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will prescreen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office,
and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More
information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.
PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on
loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be
established for future payments.
To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form
3550-28.”
If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.
PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

Ask USDA available to answer questions about FSA
programs
Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA programs and
services.
Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which was decommissioned Sept. 21,
but it also provides information for all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA customers to
search for and read answers about FSA programs and services in the same location as they read
about other USDA programs and services.
Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and phone if they need more
information. This improved customer service approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s
OneUSDA vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping experience that covers all of
USDA’s many programs.

Know your Final Planting Dates
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

