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Look for the FSA Booth This Week!
USDA Farm Service Agency will have a booth at both the Empire
Fruit and Vegetable Producers Expo from January 14-16; and the
Northeast Organic Farming Association-NY Winter Conference
running January 17-19! Both shows are at the OnCenter in
Syracuse this year. Look for FSA at these shows as well as local
events in your area! If you would like FSA to consider being at your
event, please email lynnette.wright@usda.gov.

State Executive Director:
Clark Putman
State Committee:
Judi Whittaker, Chair
Michael Bittel
Lawrence Eckhardt
Theodore Furber
Barbara Hanselman

Grants to Help Agricultural Producers
Develop New Products
The USDA Rural Development (RD) is accepting applications for
grants to help farmers, ranchers and producer-based businesses
nationwide develop new product lines.

Executive Officer:
Mark Dennis
Farm Program Chief:
Vacant
Farm Loan Chief:
John Liddington
To find contact information for
your local New York office
click here.
January Interest Rates:
Farm Storage Facility
Loans:
3 year: 1.625%
5 year: 1.625%
7 year: 1.750%
10 year: 1.875%
12 year: 1.875%
Commodity Loans: 2.5%
Farm Loan Programs:
Farm Operating: 2.625%
Farm Ownership: 3.25%
Conservation Loans: 3.25%
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%
Joint Financing: 2.5%

The funding is being provided through the Value-Added Producer
Grant (VAPG) program. VAPG grants can be used to develop new
products from raw agricultural products or promote new markets for
established products. Veterans, socially-disadvantaged groups,
beginning farmers and ranchers, operators of small and mediumsized family farms and ranches and farmer and rancher
cooperatives are given special priority.
The deadline to submit paper applications is March 10, 2020.
Electronic applications submitted through grants.gov are due
March 5, 2020. For more information on this grant program, visit
USDA Rural Development. For assistance in New York call 315570-2233.
Below are two workshops being offered to guide you through
the application process:
Hudson Valley Workshop
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 -- 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
At the CCE Dutchess County and USDA Service Center
2715 US-44, Millbrook, NY 12545
RSVP to: Nancy Halas, nh26@cornell.edu or 845-677-8223 ext.
115
Central New York Workshop
Thursday, January 23, 2020 -- 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
At the CCE Madison County, Large Conference Room
100 Eaton St, Morrisville, NY 13408
RSVP to: Kayla Anderson, kayla_anderson@gillibrand.senate.gov
or (315) 448-0470

Dates To Remember
Jan 15

Acreage Reporting Deadline - Apples, Grapes & Peaches

Jan 20

All Offices Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Feb 3

NAP Application Deadline for Beets, Burdock, Chicory, Greens, Herbs, Leeks,
Lettuce, Onions, Radicchio, Radishes, Scallions, Shallots & Turnips

Feb 17

All Offices Closed for Washington's Birthday

Feb 28

General Sign-Up Deadline for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

March 16 Sign-Up Deadline for 2019 Crop Year of Agriculture Risk Coverage and
Price Loss Coverage Programs (ARC/PLC)
March 16 NAP Application Deadline for most annual vegetables and fruits, as well
as buckwheat, hops, millet, sorghum grain, soybeans and sunflowers.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment for 2019 and 2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.
Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year
closes June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019
and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office.
ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC
webpage.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain
If marketing loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name
will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain
under a marketing loan.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Latest Conservation Reserve Program
General Sign-Up - Deadline is Feb. 28
USDA opened signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on December 9, 2019. The
deadline for agricultural producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for
continuous CRP is ongoing.
Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing
long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally
productive agricultural lands.
CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This
means farmers and ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their
participation for another term.
By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring
habitat for wildlife. This in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic
development across rural America.
CRP Enrollment Options
General Signup
CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general signup will now include
increased opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.
Continuous Signup
While some practices under SAFE will remain available through continuous signup, CRP continuous
signup will focus primarily on water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR)
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such as contour grass strips, filter
strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a new prairie strip.
USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to
relaunch CREP continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions. CREP will
continue to target high-priority local, state or regional conservation concerns.
Grasslands Signups
CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland,
and pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general signup.

Pilot Programs
Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 30, which allows contracts
expiring with CLEAR practices to be reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and
Income Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More information on these
programs will be announced in the new year.
Land Transition
The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning
land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land
to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be
a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease less
than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before the end of the CRP
contract to make conservation and land improvements.
Previously Expired Land
Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may
be eligible for enrollment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the
expired contract has been maintained.
CRP Rates and Payments
FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the
CRP Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous
signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed annually. Under
continuous signup, producers also receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.
To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and
emergency loans.
Key changes include:
•

•

•

•

The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed,
livestock feed, and more.
The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million.
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as
improve and expand current operations.
Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000.
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional
farm operations.
Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA

•

restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these
producers were ineligible.
Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans
Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.
For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service
center.

FSA Offers Disaster Program for Honeybee Producers
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Producers who suffer eligible honeybee losses must file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days
after the loss is apparent.
To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your local FSA office.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters during
calendar year 2019 or 2020 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the
disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however,
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were
planted.
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres
annually.

Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage
Before Crop Sales Deadlines
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadlines.
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
The following crops have a NAP application deadline approaching:
February 3:
Beets, Burdock, Chicory, Greens, Herbs, Leeks, Lettuce, Onions, Radicchio, Radishes,
Scallions, Shallots & Turnips
March 16:
Most Annual Fruits & Vegetables, as well as Buckwheat, Hops, Millet, Sorghum Grain,
Soybeans and Sunflowers
Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.
The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.
For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local FSA office or visit
the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

