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June 30 Last Day to Complete Enrollment
for 2020 ARC/PLC Coverage
Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for
2020 must do so by June 30. Although program elections for the
2020 crop year remain the same as elections made for 2019, all
producers need to contact their local USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) office to sign a 2020 enrollment contract.
To date, more than 1.4 million ARC and PLC contracts have been
signed for the 2020 crop year. This represents 89 percent of
expected enrollment. FSA will send reminder postcards to
producers who, according to agency records, have not yet
submitted signed contracts for ARC or PLC for the 2020 crop year.
Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business
local time on Tuesday, June 30 will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC
f or the 2020 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment
should one trigger for an eligible crop.

Farm Loan Chief:
John Liddington

ARC and PLC contracts can be mailed or emailed to producers for
signature depending on producer preference. Signed contracts can
be mailed or emailed back to FSA or, arrangements can be made
To f ind contact information for in advance with FSA to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county
of fice – call ahead for local drop off and other options available for
your local New York office
submitting signed contracts electronically.
click here.
June Interest Rates:
Farm Storage Facility
Loans:
3 year: 0.25%
5 year: 0.375%
7 year: 0.50%
10 year: 0.625%
12 year: 0.75%
Commodity Loans: 1.125%
Farm Loan Programs:
Farm Operating: 1.375%
Farm Ownership: 2.250%
Conservation Loans: 2.250%
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%
Joint Financing: 2.5%

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the
f ollowing commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas,
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats,
dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice,
saf flower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based
decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc.
USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for
business by phone only, and field work will continue with
appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will
continue to come into the office, they will be working with producers
by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service
Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center
agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule a
phone appointment. More information can be found at
f armers.gov/coronavirus.

New York Producers Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance
through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP),
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application
and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation.
Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available
$16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a
f ive-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing
costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the
orderly marketing of commodities.
We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding
f or all eligible producers who apply.
In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.
Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service
Center.
Applying for Assistance
Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the
online calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your
local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to
determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.
Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the
application is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the
time of application and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.
Additional Commodities
USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential
inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not
currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either:
1. suf fered a f ive percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or
3. not lef t the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.
More inf ormation about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.
More Information
To f ind the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the of fice, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Webinars on Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
The USDA Farm Service Agency will host a series of webinars to discuss what producers should
know to sign up for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). USDA is making available
$16 billion in financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a fivepercent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as
a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly
marketing of commodities.
In addition to hearing from CFAP National Program Specialists, webinar participants will also learn
more about the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) process for submitting additional commodities
f or consideration to USDA for CFAP eligibility.
Tuesday, June 16, 3 p.m. EDT Non-Specialty Crop and Livestock Producers
Thursday, June 18, 3 p.m. EDT FSA Programs in the Times of Coronavirus In addition to CFAP,
this webinar will discuss FSA programs with producer flexibilities during COVID-19 and also a

review of targeted funding for beginning and other underserved farmers and ranchers in other
programs. All webinars will be recorded and can be viewed at farmers.gov/cfap.
Learn more and register for the webinar of your choice.

USDA Reminds New York Producers to Complete Crop
Acreage Reports
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in New York are currently open to phone and virtual
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New York:
June 15

onions

July 15

most crops including corn, soybeans, small grains, vegetables, perennial forages

August 15

cabbage & beans

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.
FSA county offices in New York will provide maps to producers with instructions for completing the
maps. After planting is complete, producers should return completed maps and the acreage
reporting sheet.
FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet with producers to review maps and
documents for certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can download
the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phones and call the FSA office for an appointment. You can
also use Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading software.
Af ter completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and provide producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to their FSA office.
The f ollowing exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk
Management Agency.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
bef ore grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the
certif ying agent.
For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage Changes to
July 15
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
f orage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.
Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
f ailed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.
Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:
•
•
•

the established acreage reporting date (July 15)
15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
reported
the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are af f ected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for f armers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.
FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment SetAside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.
The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.
FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.
FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the

f armers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

5 Steps to Complete After Spring Planting
With #Plant2020 in the rear-view mirror, it’s time to think about next steps on your farm.
Your USDA team understands that the real work continues after planting. We know the rest of
spring and summer will be spent scouting crops, irrigating or waiting for timely rains for your nonirrigated fields, and monitoring weed and insect pressure.
Here are five things to keep in mind after planting.

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and
emergency loans.
Key changes include:
•

•

•

•
•

The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed,
livestock feed, and more.
The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million.
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as
improve and expand current operations.
Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000.
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional
f arm operations.
Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these
producers were ineligible.
Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans
Direct f arm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are f inanced and serviced by commercial lenders. For
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.
For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service
center.

USDA Adds Flexibilities for Crop Insurance

You can continue to work with your Approved Insurance Providers on policies, claims, and
agreements. If you have crop insurance questions or other needs, you should continue to contact
your insurance agents about conducting business by telephone or email.
USDA’s Risk Management Agency is working with those insurance providers to provide additional
f lexibilities in response to COVID-19, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enabling producers to send notifications and reports electronically
Extending the date for production reports
Providing additional time and deferring interest on premium and other payments
Extending the correction time period for acreage reports and other forms
Modifying the sales period for Dairy Revenue Protection
Authorizing replant self-certification
Waiving the witness signature requirement for approval of Assignments of Indemnity
Allowing dumped milk to be counted as milk marketings for the Dairy Revenue Protection or
actual marketings for the Livestock Gross Margin for Dairy programs
Allowing phone and electronic transactions for 2021 crop year sales and reporting dates,
including options and endorsements
Extending the deadline for some perennial crop Pre-Acceptance Inspection Reports
Waiving the 2021 crop year inspection requirements for the Nursery and Nursery Value
Select programs in certain cases
Authorizing AIPs to allow organic producers to report acreage as certified organic, or
transitioning to organic, for the 2020 crop year if they can show they have requested a
written certification from a certifying agent by their policy’s acreage reporting date.

For more in-depth information on these flexibilities, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Farm Storage Facility Loans
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.
The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, hemp,
honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops,
maple syrup and sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water).
Qualif ied facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $100,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.
To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To f ind your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

