July 2020

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

USDA Reminds New York Producers to Complete Crop Acreage Reports
May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin Coverage Program Payment
CLEAR30 the f irst USDA program to offer 30-year Signup
Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers Impacted by COVID-19
Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance Program Signup
Farm Storage Facility Loans
Communication is Key in Lending
New Farmers.gov Feature Enables USDA Customers to Manage Conservation Activities
Online

New York State FSA Newsletter
New York State
Farm Service Agency
441 S. Salina St.
Suite #536
Syracuse, NY 13202
www.f sa.usda.gov/ny
State Executive Director:
Clark Putman
State Committee:
Judi Whittaker, Chair
Michael Bittel
Lawrence Eckhardt
Theodore Furber
Barbara Hanselman
Executive Officer:
Mark Dennis

USDA Reminds New York Producers to
Complete Crop Acreage Reports
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in New York are
currently open to phone and virtual appointments only but can still
work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual
meetings via Microsoft Teams.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in NY:
July 15
grains,

most crops including corn, soybeans, small
vegetables, perennial forages

August 15

cabbage & beans

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all
producers must file an accurate crop acreage report by the
applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.

Farm Loan Chief:
John Liddington

FSA county offices in New York will provide maps to producers with
instructions for completing the maps. After planting is complete,
producers should return completed maps and the acreage reporting
To f ind contact information for sheet.
your local New York office
click here.
FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet
with producers to review maps and documents for certification.
Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can
July Interest Rates:
download the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phones and call
the FSA office for an appointment. You can also use Microsoft
Farm Storage Facility
Teams f rom your personal computer without downloading software.
Loans:
3 year: 0.25%
5 year: 0.375%
7 year: 0.50%
10 year: 0.75%
12 year: 0.875%

Commodity Loans: 1.125%
Farm Loan Programs:
Farm Operating: 1.375%
Farm Ownership: 2.250%
Conservation Loans: 2.250%
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%
Joint Financing: 2.5%

Af ter completed maps and all acreage reporting information is
received, FSA will make software updates and provide producers
the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign.
Producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage
report to their FSA office.
The f ollowing exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the
county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant,
but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented
planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy
holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAPcovered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it
bef ore the acreage reporting deadline, you may provide the
necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from
the certif ying agent.
For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your
local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

May Margin Triggers Dairy Margin Coverage Program
Payment
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the May 2020
income over feed cost margin was $5.37 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the third payment of
2020 f or dairy producers who purchased the appropriate level of coverage under the Dairy Margin
Coverage (DMC) program.

To date, FSA has issued more than $176 million in program benefits to dairy producers who
purchased DMC coverage for 2020.
Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. Over 13,000
operations enrolled in the program for the 2020 calendar year.
Although DMC enrollment for 2020 coverage has closed, signup for 2021 coverage will begin
October 13 and will run through December 11, 2020.
All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will prescreen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a f ace covering during their
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

CLEAR30 the first USDA program to offer 30-year Signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup this summer for
CLEAR30, a new pilot program that offers farmers and landowners an opportunity to enroll in a 30year Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract. This pilot is available to farmers and
landowners with expiring water-quality practice CRP contracts in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake
Bay regions. The program signup period is July 6 to Aug. 21, 2020.
The pilot is available in Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin. Eligible producers must have expiring Clean
Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) initiative contracts, including continuous CRP Cropland
contracts with water-quality practices or marginal pasturelands CRP contracts devoted to riparian
buf fers, wildlife habitat buffers or wetland buffers.
The longer contracts will help ensure that practices remain in place for 30 years, which will help
reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and help prevent algal blooms. Traditional CRP contracts run
f rom 10 to 15 years.
Annual rental payment for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus an inflationary adjustment of 27.5 percent, since
CLEAR30 contracts will be for 30 years – much longer than the 10 to 15-year contracts for
Continuous CRP offers.
Another unique program feature is that FSA will help producers maintain CLEAR30 contract
acreage.
USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the of fice, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
Anyone wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any
other Service Center agency is required to call to schedule a phone appointment. More information
can be f ound at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers,
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination
process.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open f or election each year.
County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other
minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.
All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are af f ected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for f armers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.
FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment SetAside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.
The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.
FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.
FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the

f armers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program, Conservation Reserve Program, and farm loans. If project implementation begins
bef ore FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There
are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to,
vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance.
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.
Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
f lood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.
Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2020 crops. A notice of loss must be
f iled the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.
Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
f loriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance
Program Signup
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses

because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened
March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above),
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a
qualif ying natural disaster event.
For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office.
In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.
USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
f ield work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
f ound at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
f armers.gov/whip-plus.

Farm Storage Facility Loans
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.
The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, hemp,
honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops,
maple syrup and sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water).
Qualif ied facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $100,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.
To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To f ind your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
•
•
•
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;
The development of problem situations;
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your f arm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.

New Farmers.gov Feature Enables USDA Customers to
Manage Conservation Activities Online
You can now manage your conservation activities and request assistance from USDA through a
new f eature on f armers.gov. These conservation features join several others already available
through the farmers.gov portal, including the ability to view farm loan information.
Using a desktop, tablet, or phone, the “Conservation” feature enables you to:
•
•
•
•
•

View, download and e-sign documents;
Request conservation assistance;
Ref erence technical terms and submit questions;
Access information on current and past conservation practices; and
View detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of
planned and received cost-share assistance.

Currently, access is only available for customers doing business as individuals. Entities – such as
an LLC or Trust – can’t access the portal at this time, but access is being planned.
The new f eature includes the most popular aspects from the NRCS Conservation Client Gateway
(CCG), while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. CCG is an NRCS
portal for producers, but now these functionalities are being moved to farmers.gov to create one
place to do business with NRCS, Farm Service Agency, and other USDA agencies. CCG will be
actively maintained and supported until all its core features and functionalities have been migrated
to f armers. gov later this year.
How to Access
1. To access your conservation information, visit farmers.gov and sign in to the site’s
authenticated portal, available on the menu at the top right of the site. To access, you will
need a Level 2 USDA eAuthentication account.
2. How to Create an eAuth Login to Access Your Farmers.gov Account
3. Contact your local service center to confirm you have a USDA customer record with a
primary email address. Use our Service Center Locator to find your local office.
4. Go to the eAuth Account Registration page.
5. Select "Customer" on the registration page.

6. Enter your primary email address, which should match what USDA has on your customer
record. You will receive an email from eAuthentication asking you to confirm your email
address. Click the “Continue Registration” link in this email to continue the registration
process. * Note: When you log in, your User ID will be your email address.
7. Next, enter your name and set a password.
8. Finally, you will need to verify your identity to access your farmers.gov account. You will be
taken to a page where you will need to provide information such as your date of birth and
residential address, and then you can either verify your identity online or in person at a
Local Registration Authority (LRA).
9. You’re ready to log in!
* Current CCG users can use their existing login and password to access the Conservation features
on f armers.gov.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. Future self-service features available through
the f armers.gov portal include:
•
•
•

Authority for FSA and NRCS customers to work in the portal and act on behalf of their
active power-of-attorney entitlements and their current authorities for business entities,
Updated e-sign capabilities to enhance the single and multi-signer functionalities and
A document management system that enables customers to download, upload and interact
with their important conservation practice and contract documents.

For more information, go to farmers.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

