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Farm Loan Chief: 

#Plant2021 Campaign 
This planting season, let us showcase your operation by 
participating in the #Plant2021 campaign. We’ll share your story on 
social media and farmers.gov. Here’s how:  

1. Using your smartphone or digital camera, take photos of 
what’s happening on your operation during planting 
season. Videos may be too large to email as attachment, 
so you can email them to us via mail drop (iPhone), Google 
Photos (Android), or any other file sharing service. A few 
ideas:  

• If you’re comfortable, we’d love to see you and the people 
that make it happen set against the backdrop of your 
agricultural operation.  

• Take a photo from inside the cab of your tractor (while 
parked, of course) so that we can see what you see. 

• Photos at sunrise or sunset are always beautiful! 
• Behind-the-scenes photos showing us the amount of 

planning and preparation it takes to have a successful 
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John Liddington 

To find contact information for 
your local New York office 
click here. 

April Interest Rates: 

Farm Storage Facility 
Loans: 
3 yr - 0.250% 
5 yr - 0.750% 
7 yr - 1.250% 
10 yr - 1.500% 
12 yr - 1.750% 

Commodity Loans: 1.125% 

Farm Loan Programs: 
Farm Operating: 1.50% 
Farm Ownership: 2.875% 
Conservation Loans: 2.875% 
Direct Down Payment: 1.5% 
Joint Financing: 2.5% 

planting season are welcomed. 

2. Submit the photo(s) along with the following information to 
us at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov:  

• Your name, if you’re comfortable sharing. 
• Location of your operation.  
• Information about what’s in the photograph(s) and the 

crop(s) you are planting.  
• Your thoughts about this year’s planting season. 
• Your operation’s Facebook/Twitter/Instagram account, if 

you have one and want us to tag you. 

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting 
USDA permission to use these materials for outreach and 
education purposes. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

FSA Opens CFAP 2 Signup for Additional Enrollment; 
Updates Additional CFAP Provisions 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that signup 
has reopened for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as part of the Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers initiative. The initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA 
has reopened sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning April 5, 2021, for producers to 
apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 2 applications. Producers who have already 
applied for all their eligible commodities, do not need to do anything with this re-opening. 

CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated costs 
because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price 
Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit farmers.gov/cfap/commodities 
for a full list of eligible commodities for each category. 

Price Trigger Commodities Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a 
minimum 5-percent price decline over a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include 
barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will 
be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented planting and experimental acres. 

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production. 

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. 
The milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA. 

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum 
owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, 
between April 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020. 

Flat-rate Crops Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have 
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data available to calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 
acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, 
peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others. 

Sales Commodities Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and 
floriculture; other commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, turfgrass 
sod; pullets; goat milk; mink (including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding 
stock), not included under the price trigger category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. 
Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid based on five 
payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales, and crop insurance indemnities, Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus 
(WHIP+) payments for crop year 2019. 

Applying for CFAP 2 

Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations 
and structure and additional program resources. 

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online application portal 
and by working directly with the FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 
2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance. 

Additional CFAP Payments for Beef and Row-Crop Producers 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorizes an increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for 
cattle. Cattle producers with approved CFAP 1 applications will automatically receive these 
payments and do not need to submit a new application since payments are based on previously 
approved CFAP 1 applications. Producers may be asked for additional information depending on 
how they filed the original application. Information on the additional payment rates for cattle can be 
found on farmers.gov/cfap. 

This act also authorized additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible CFAP 
2 flat-rate or price trigger commodities. FSA will automatically issue payments to eligible producers 
based on the eligible acres included on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do not need 
to submit a new CFAP 2 application. 

Additional CFAP Actions FSA has also begun payment processing applications filed as part of the 
CFAP Additional Assistance program in the following categories: 

• Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod; 
• A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a non-

Actual Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 Agriculture Risk 
Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the calculation; and 

• Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program 
Plus payments. 

Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP Additional Assistance 
remain on hold and are likely to require modifications to the regulation as part of the broader 
evaluation and future assistance; however, FSA will continue to accept applications from interested 
producers. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the 
earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 
the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information 
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
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manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing 
Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box 
or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or 
agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS 
programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. 
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box 
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and 
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer 
with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software 
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature 
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification 
code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, 
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email 
address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in 
signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using 
eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for 
producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan 
through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let 
Service Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new 
features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and 
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus 
pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

General Signup for Conservation Reserve Program Extended 
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The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which 
had previously been announced as ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as 
it takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate ways to increase enrollment. 
Under the previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to conservation 
purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before the General CRP Signup period ends, 
producers will have the opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of planned 
improvements to the program. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land 
under existing contracts that will be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including 
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more information. 

 

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with 
Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain 
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real 
estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other 
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and 
future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or 
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower 
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.  

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 
proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local 
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is 
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required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

 

Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for Some NRCS 
Customers 
If you are a producer or landowner who participates in USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) conservation programs, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) may be reaching out by 
mail with information about a form you’ll need to fill out. 

Starting this year, all producers and landowners participating or applying to participate in certain 
NRCS conservation programs must complete form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan. Historically, to 
participate in these programs, legal entities could file either the CCC-901, Member Information or 
the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required to file the CCC-902 with FSA. Now, to 
ensure FSA and NRCS are properly determining payment eligibility and maximum payment 
limitations, all customers must have a CCC-902 on file to establish eligibility. 

These changes will not affect participants who already have a Form CCC-902 with a “determined” 
status recorded with FSA. Customers that do not have a CCC-902 on file with FSA will be sent a 
letter in the mail in the coming weeks with detailed information on what is needed and how to file the 
form. The letter requests that the form be completed within 30 days of receiving the letter.   

For added convenience, USDA is offering options for remote or in-person submission of the CCC-
902. Fiscal year 2021 is considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS program participants can 
meet this updated filing requirement. Beginning in FY 2022, if form CCC-902 is not on file your 
payments may be impacted. 

We can help:  NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers nationwide to provide 
information and assistance to walk you through meeting this filing requirement. For more 
information, see the NRCS National Bulletin 300-21-7 or FSA Notice PL-293. 

 

American Rescue Plan Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Debt 
Payments 
USDA recognizes that socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have faced systemic 
discrimination with cumulative effects that have, among other consequences, led to a substantial 
loss in the number of socially disadvantaged producers, reduced the amount of farmland they 
control, and contributed to a cycle of debt that was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During the pandemic, socially disadvantaged communities saw a disproportionate amount of 
COVID-19 infection rates, loss of property, hospitalizations, death, and economic hurt. 

To address these systemic challenges, the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 provides historic 
debt relief to socially disadvantaged producers including Black/African American, American Indian 
or Alaskan native, Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander. 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance 
will be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as 
well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. As information becomes available, it will be provided directly to 
socially disadvantaged borrowers and stakeholder groups representing socially disadvantaged 
producers, posted here on farmers.gov, and shared through our social media channels, email 
newsletters, and the media.  

Who qualifies for this debt relief? 
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Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm Storage 
Facility Loans qualifies. The American Rescue Plan Act uses the 2501 definition of socially 
disadvantaged, which includes Black/African American, American Indian or Alaskan native, 
Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander. Gender is not a criterion in and of itself, 
but of course women are included in these categories. 

I qualify as socially disadvantaged under the American Rescue Plan definition, but I am not 
late on my payments. Do I still qualify? 

Yes. Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm 
Storage Facility Loans qualifies. 

When will qualified borrowers begin to see a loan pay-off or other payment in response to 
the American Rescue Plan? 

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance 
will be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as 
well as Farm Storage Facility Loans. For borrowers in arrears, the moratorium established on 
January 26th to stop all debt collections, foreclosures and evictions for all borrowers, including 
socially disadvantaged producers, remains in effect. 

Producers who have worked with USDA’s Farm Service Agency previously may have their ethnicity 
and race on file.  A borrower, including those with guaranteed loans, can contact their local their 
local USDA Service Center to verify, update or submit a new ethnicity and race designation using 
the AD-2047. Find your nearest service center at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

To learn more about USDA’s work to implement the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
visit www.usda.gov/arp. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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