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Dates to Remember 
Ongoing Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2.0 Sign-Up 

July 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Corn, Soybeans, Spring Planted Small Grains 
and most other crops including CRP and cover crops 

July 21 NY FSA Webinar on Conservation Reserve Program for Grasslands 

July 23 CRP-General Sign-Up Deadline 

Aug 2 County Committee Nominations Due 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrop-acreage-reporting-20.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677758504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xHmFJOnThIpD9DezvYQf875CSrPED9zUsu%2FZL2jtFiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrpgrasslands.eventbrite.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677763486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3dpRc0AbvmzZrpinX6aeLMnKSdbrm4jYFN22andauI4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-general-enrollment-signup_factsheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677768461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FK0gmDQk6NUJR3psICuHEuHOP0RO0BxrTTzr2rUM4q4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677773433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k6dczX09sUyQi%2Far52ulUXV1PcDK9FfTMxVFfR9NXLs%3D&reserved=0


Aug 16 Acreage Reporting Deadline for cabbage and beans 

Aug 20 CRP-Grasslands Sign-Up Deadline 

  

 

Thursday, July 15, is the Acreage Reporting 
Deadline for Most Spring Planted Crops 
Agricultural producers in New York who have not yet 
completed their crop acreage reports after planting should 
make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or 
ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely 
acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New York: 

July 15, 2021: Corn, Soybeans, Spring Planted Small Grains and most other crops 
including CRP and cover crops                 

August 16, 2021: Cabbage and Beans 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a 
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.   

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to 
limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrop-acreage-reporting-20.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677778414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VZ2kH5KwMcnjbVquwy7mLlJakrKXtn0Qiq4LWibTCKw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ffsa_crpgrasslands_workinglandsfactsheet_21.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677783391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yg0zfFtEzJ85xpwcnOSBUhsWWRnbXIGRSVULPBMGuG4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county 
office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural 
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office 
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to 
Livestock Producers for Animal Losses 
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to 
insufficient access to processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) in 
[recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI.  The 
announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock 
and poultry producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17, 2021. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses 
of livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due 
to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be 
based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, 
chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must 
have been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of 
depopulation. 

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible 
livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry 
dealers and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock 
or poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate 
per head.  PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible 
livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any 
payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock 
or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced 
by any Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the 
same inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible 
for payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) 
of less than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

Applying for Assistance 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by 
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and 
submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit 
farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on 
how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide 
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss 
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 

http://www.farmers.gov/plip?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677788371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7NbY3FK2oPMBrGEMmXatQU1fh7KrF9vA4vCt4A4l%2Fmg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677793348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TMlPzRyu2PcBfwMgUm4yOWhs6uCyavSKki9jzL%2BZN84%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677793348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TMlPzRyu2PcBfwMgUm4yOWhs6uCyavSKki9jzL%2BZN84%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677798327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nTQTKVl5MFsssLCvqau3tXVLq9YgvEebHbfLpQMuLcg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677798327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nTQTKVl5MFsssLCvqau3tXVLq9YgvEebHbfLpQMuLcg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677803306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VsT1tjRBqUbeMnEBuOf0cX8TW8k3kmwvS78XREkbjFc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677808283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yOuezDwJGVtbmpUe6ByKx19KiP9WS2GKSy48jadaFys%3D&reserved=0


Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677808283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yOuezDwJGVtbmpUe6ByKx19KiP9WS2GKSy48jadaFys%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677813260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FhwqLja5Wcm%2F1%2BAKCJwMibTxSe%2B9F6f5G1a4BX5B9e0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677813260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FhwqLja5Wcm%2F1%2BAKCJwMibTxSe%2B9F6f5G1a4BX5B9e0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677818247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B8RR7cDe8j12x4lpZxU5GyNRqQhyllnjXGJy0KS9Or0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assista%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677823223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ATnb2KPloMXm%2BuJzsiAO9S8kbU6nYluU94sxnezAbys%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677828202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KOhoUttD%2FO0vPTM8lUTjRP7DEQizPLr%2FoGDxfm25BYQ%3D&reserved=0
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you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 

USDA Announces Dates for Conservation 
Reserve Program Grasslands Signups 
Agricultural producers and landowners in New York can apply for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup until August 20. This year, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated signup options to provide greater incentives 
for producers and increased the program’s conservation and climate benefits, including 
setting a minimum rental rate and identifying two national priority zones. 

The CRP Grassland signup is competitive, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
provide for annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

New York FSA will present a webinar on CRP Grasslands on Wednesday, July 21st 
at 10 a.m. The webinar is free however pre-registration is required. The webinar will be 
recorded, and a link will be sent to all who register. Please register here: 
https://crpgrasslands.eventbrite.com 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps New York landowners and operators protect grassland, including 
rangeland, and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as 
working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of 
many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides 
important carbon sequestration benefits. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per 
acre, which will benefit 1,300 counties. 

To focus on important wildlife corridors, FSA also identified National Grassland Priority 
Zones, providing extra incentives to producers for enrolling grasslands in important 
migratory corridors and environmentally sensitive areas – the Greater Yellowstone Elk 
Migration Corridor and the Severe Wind Erosion – Dust Bowl Zone. Counties within these 
two zones get extra ranking points as well as $5 added to their rental rate. The CRP 
Grasslands Ranking Factors fact sheet has additional information. 

How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, producers and landowners should contact USDA 
by the August 20 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural 
producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA 
Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-
person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response 
and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

More Information on CRP 
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Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. 
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December. 

 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting 
Nominations for County Committee Members 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting 
nominations for county committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in certain 
Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these members who make important decisions about 
how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2021 
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021. 

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the 
LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county 
committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their 
farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program 
benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may 
also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning 
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. 
This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area. 

More Information 

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election. They should check with their local USDA Service 
Center to see if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must 
be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form or an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county 
committees. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local 
USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find 
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information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers 
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a 
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need 
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans 
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing 
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to 
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include 
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each 
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center 
visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and 
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive 
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on 
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully 
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined 
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the 
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, 
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm 
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to 
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protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters 
including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive 
heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice 
of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 
hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any 
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or 
business name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm 
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any 
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their 
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating 
Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct 
Farm Ownership Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm 
Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become 
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with 
land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a 

Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. 
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State 
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, 
with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is 
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$600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general 
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the 
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to 
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their 
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all 
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is 
approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be 
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. 
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project 
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request 
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, 
it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before 
starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact 
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed 
timely. 

 

Farm Service Agency 
New York State Office 

441 S. Salina St. 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Phone: 315-477-6300 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ny 

Acting State Executive Director:  
Mark Dennis 

mark.dennis@usda.gov  

 Farm Program Chief: Farm Loan Chief: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677912824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Apr6jTgiGlrkFxObqcque3MuwDaapnvlnz%2FMaxcYIzQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fny%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc45b28e474814b304e1e08d9463fb372%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637618061677917801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=m3LF%2FdfeORw9lJoLu25N0lSBHW3YnuARaFSJ0%2FwB9A0%3D&reserved=0
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Jenifer Dean 

jenifer.dean@usda.gov 

John Liddington 

john.liddington@usda.gov 

  

July Interest Rates: 

Farm Storage Facility Loans:  
3 yr - 0.375% 
5 yr - 0.750% 
7 yr - 1.25% 
10 yr - 1.50% 
12 yr - 1.750%  

Commodity Loans: 1.125% 

July Interest Rates: 

Farm Loan Programs:  
Farm Operating: 1.875%  
Farm Ownership: 3.250%  
Conservation Loans: 3.250% 
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%  
Joint Financing: 2.5% 

  

To find contact information for your local New York office click here. 
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