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Dates to Remember 

Sep. 30 NAP Coverage Deadline for all perennial grasses, alfalfa, clover, and mixed forage; and all small grains 
such as barley, oats, wheat, and rye 

Sep. 30 Acreage Reporting Deadline for value loss/controlled environment crops for subsequent year (except 
nursery). Includes Mollusk, Christmas trees, floriculture and turf grass sod 

Oct. 11 All offices closed for Columbus Day 

Oct. 12 Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program Deadline 

Oct. 12 Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2.0 Sign-Up Deadline 

Oct. 15 Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) Deadline 

Nov. 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Fall Seeded Small Grains 

Nov. 22 NAP Coverage Deadline for perennial fruits and nuts, strawberries, asparagus, ginger, horseradish, and 
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Ongoing  Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) - Continuous Enrollment 

  

 

USDA Extends Deadline to Apply for Pandemic Assistance to 
Livestock Producers with Animal Losses 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional time for livestock 
and poultry producers to apply for the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP). 
Producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to 
processing may now apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of 
depopulation and disposal of the animals through Oct. 12, 2021, rather than the 
original deadline of Sept. 17, 2021. PLIP is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative. 

PLIP provides payments to producers for losses of livestock or poultry depopulated 
from March 1, 2020 through Dec. 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. 
Payments are based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of depopulation 
and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

PLIP payments are calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the payment rate 
per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for 
disposal of the livestock or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP through the Oct. 12, 2021 deadline by completing the 
FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting it to any Farm Service Agency county 
office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip more information on how to apply. 

Additional Pandemic Assistance 

Other programs within the Pandemic Assistance for Producer initiative with upcoming deadlines include: 

• 12 - Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides critical support to agricultural producers 
impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions. 

• 15 – Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers, which provides financial relief to timber 
harvesting and timber hauling businesses that experienced losses in 2020 due to COVID-19. 

To learn more about USDA’s commitment to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural 
producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions, visit farmers.gov/pandemic-
assistance. 

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
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Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic 
loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation 
may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your 
crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in 
writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of 
loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that 
died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that have suffered 
crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also request 
Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, vines or 
shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which 
cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 days and 
honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. Livestock 
producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures 
prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners and 
forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to replace 
essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and 
other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
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its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help recover 
from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal 
mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On 
farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask 
questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open 
for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop 
insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a 
notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 

become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

USDA Accepts More than 2.5 Million Acres in Grassland CRP 
Signup 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has accepted offers for more than 2.5 million acres from agricultural 
producers and private landowners for enrollment through this year’s Grassland Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Signup. This is double last year’s enrollment and brings the total acres enrolled across all CRP signups in 
2021 to more than 5.3 million acres, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal. Producers and landowners submitted 
offers for nearly 4 million acres in Grassland CRP, the highest in the signup’s history.      

New York producers enrolled 1,058 acres through this year’s Grassland CRP signup. Through Grassland CRP, 
producers and landowners can conserve grasslands, rangelands, and pastures, while retaining the right to conduct 
common grazing practices, such as haying, mowing, or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, pursuant to 
approved conservation plans designed to promote thoughtful use while creating and maintaining vital habitat.   

Updates to Grassland CRP     
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FSA rolled out a number of updates to its CRP signups earlier this year. This included setting a minimum payment 
rate for Grassland CRP as well as establishing new national priority zones.     

Download the “What’s New” fact sheet to learn more about CRP updates.    

CRP and Climate Change Mitigation                          

Additionally, lands enrolled in CRP – including grasslands – play an important role in addressing climate change. 
For example, this enrollment of more than 2.5 million acres of grazing land into Grassland CRP will mitigate an 
additional estimated 22,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalent.   

By the Numbers    

In addition to the more than 2.5 million acres enrolled in Grassland CRP, almost 1.9 million acres in offers were 
accepted through the General CRP Signup and 902,000 acres were accepted so far through the Continuous 
Signup. Additional enrollment information on the General and Continuous signups is available in the Aug. 23, 2021 
news release.    

The 2018 Farm Bill established a nationwide acreage limit for CRP, with the total number of acres that may be 
enrolled capped at 25 million acres in fiscal year (FY) 2021 and growing to 27 million by FY 2023. Currently, 20.6 
million acres are enrolled. With more than 5.3 million acres accepted for enrollment, the USDA will start 2022 off 
with about 22.9 million acres, leaving room for further enrollment and program expansion up to the FY 2022 cap of 
25.5 million.  

More Information  

For more information on Grassland CRP or any other CRP program, contact your local FSA county office or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.    

 

Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or 
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct 
operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of 
loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years 
and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for Organic 
Certification 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers 
can apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic 
certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). 
Applications for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 
30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021.   

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural 
products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the 

USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid 
organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed for expenses 
including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, 
travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.  

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification costs, up to a maximum 
of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”   

• crops  
• wild crops  
• livestock  
• processing/handling  
• State organic program fees. 

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state agency.   

More Information  

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, 
or contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of address, zip 
code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also 
report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any 
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the 
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Loan Options Available from FSA 
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any 
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm 
ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early 
purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.   

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm 
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for 
smaller and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a 
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new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation.  Loans to beginning 
farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include:  

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the 
crop when prices may be more advantageous.    

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities, for 
storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under 
this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and 
fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   

  

 

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under WHIP+ 
and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality Loss 
Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, 
you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was 
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if federal 
crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop 
that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to inquire about 
coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing date will result 
in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if 
crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Streamlining How You Find Information on Farmers.gov 
If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you were here. We’ve made 
some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can find what you need even more easily and 
efficiently.  

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, to show descriptions and 
subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s where and reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: 
First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the load. Second, 
because you asked for it.  We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the site and tested our 
new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys and live testing sessions.  

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped and organized to 
help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of our existing pages using more 
direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in new 
places.  
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Important changes:  

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and resources about USDA loans, 
including the Farm Loan Programs.  

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help you prepare and 
recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your operation.  

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still has information on how 
to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve natural resources, and address conservation 
concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources that tell you how USDA 
can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your agricultural operation.  

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources that cater to your 
specific operation.  Information that was on the Connect page has been moved to the Contact Us page and 
the Get Involved page.  

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with important USDA 
announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated some existing ones, to better equip you 
with the vital information you need. There are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!  

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by asking, then test our 
designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.  

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked for ways to make our 
site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such 
as this heatmap, showing where testers tended to click during an exercise.  

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told us how to speak using 
your words, and not legalese.  

Check out farmers.gov today! 

 

Farm Service Agency 
New York State Office 

441 S. Salina St. 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Phone: 315-477-6300 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ny 

Acting State Executive Director:  
Mark Dennis 

mark.dennis@usda.gov  

Farm Program Chief: 
Jenifer Dean 

jenifer.dean@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief: 
John Liddington 

john.liddington@usda.gov 
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September Interest Rates: 

Farm Storage Facility Loans:  
3 yr - 0.375% 
5 yr - 0.750% 
7 yr - 1.000% 
10 yr - 1.3750% 
12 yr - 1.625%  

Commodity Loans: 1.125% 

Farm Loan Programs:  
Farm Operating: 1.875%  
Farm Ownership: 3.00%  
Conservation Loans: 3.00% 
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%  
Joint Financing: 2.5% 

  

To find contact information for your local New York office click here. 

  

 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?service=page%2FCountyMap&state=NY&stateCode=36&stateName=New+York&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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