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Dates to Remember 
Oct. 15 Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) Deadline 

Nov. 1 County committee election ballots mailed 

Nov. 1 Organic Certification Cost Share Program Application Deadline 

Nov. 11 All offices closed for Veterans Day 

Nov. 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Fall Seeded Small Grains 

Nov. 22     NAP Coverage Deadline for perennial fruits and nuts, strawberries,  
asparagus, ginger, horseradish, and rhubarb 

Nov. 25 All offices closed for Thanksgiving Day 

 

Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers Manage Risks 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/pathh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fcounty-committee-elections%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277979722%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=KAcXe7XTC6ITvzebsPYoTqsQxHMcw%2F8JXM%2B1r6lrfJY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Forganics_fsa_fact_sheet_040221_final.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277979722%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=9Z4CcOog9jMO2ExKUHyTr8piA2oBVVtjjLNoc0QTyg8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrop-acreage-reporting-20.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277989679%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2Fs3TooDhlsjqWyMhNaKigFbopPFpOupdEXvynkgms8M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fnoninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277989679%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=4D556BiAEYuT0edd%2FFOBaDnt%2Fu55F62vclmkFT4ZDx0%3D&reserved=0


The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting 
that was prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include 
agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.    

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible 
crop in the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits 
following a qualifying natural disaster. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 
percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least 
one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. 

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of 
expected production. 

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP 
service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

USDA Reminds New York Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 

Agricultural producers in New York who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after planting should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New York: 

November 15, 2021 - Fall Seeded Small Grains 

January 3, 2022 - Maple Taps 

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because 
of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an 
in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277999632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=7ULabl1aHSHVR9WKn9ahWSRepG3pt50qH3fPyLU7p2s%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation 
must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant. 
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after 
the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for 
NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-center-
locator. 

 

Application Period Opens for Pandemic Response and Safety 
Grant Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a Request for Applications (RFA) for the new Pandemic 
Response and Safety (PRS) Grant program and encourages eligible entities to apply now for funds. Applications 
must be submitted electronically through the grant portal at https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda by 11:59 p.m. 
Eastern Time on Monday, November 22, 2021. Approximately $650 million in funding is available for the PRS 
grants, which are funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

The PRS Grant program will assist small businesses in certain commodity areas, including specialty crop producers, 
shellfish farming, finfish farming, aquaculture, and apiculture; specialty crop, meat, and other processors; 
distributors; and farmers markets. Small businesses and nonprofits in these industries can apply for a grant to cover 
COVID-related expenses such as workplace safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment (PPE), retrofitting 
facilities for worker and consumer safety, shifting to online sales platforms, transportation, worker housing, and 
medical costs. The minimum funding request is $1,500 and the maximum funding request is $20,000. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2Fweb%2Fgrants%2Fview-opportunity.html%3FoppId%3D335320%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317277999632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=91JkxfeybbJwaabvaBX%2FFHnsn8UbjKIAEnalsgeMQeM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda-prs.grantsolutions.gov%2Fusda%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278009590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=n7EyRLqIc4WXZqQ5SYLfXTDVIN4md08XV80FxBXhh9g%3D&reserved=0


The RFA and the PRS Grant Portal provide more details about eligibility for the grant. Eligible entities are required to 
obtain a free DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) BEFORE applying for this program. USDA has created a 
custom PRS DUNS number portal at https://support.dnb.com/PandemicResponse. 

Application resources including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), tip sheets in English and Spanish on applying 
for a DUNS Number, videos on “How to Apply” and more are available on the PRS Grant Portal. 

For more information, you can also reach out to the PRS help desk, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. ET at (301) 238-
5550 or usda.ams.prs@grantsolutions.gov. 

Check your eligibility, obtain a DUNS number, and learn more about the application process at the PRS Grant 
Portal. 

 

Share Your 2021 Harvest 
This past spring, many of you shared with us photos and videos of the seeds and 
seedlings you sowed, and your hopes for the coming season. (View the storymap: 
https://arcg.is/0Lq1z5) 

This fall as you reap the rewards of your work, we want to hear from you once again. 
Did the year go as you expected, or did you experience some surprises? Is your 
harvest bountiful, or were you impacted by conditions like drought, flood, or pests? Did 
our pandemic or farm programs benefit your operation this year? Did you try any new 
tactics or equipment, and if so, how did it go? 

Send photos and videos of your operation’s harvest activities, along with a few sentences reflecting your thoughts 
on the above questions by October 27 to SM.FP.Social@usda.gov. You may be featured on Farmers.gov national 
social media channels, a national storymap, and/or our wrap-up blog scheduled to publish in late October. For more 
details and examples, read our short blog story: https://go.usa.gov/xMUan. 

 

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to 
help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds 
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts 
and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap and syrup, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, 
meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through 
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible 
commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist 
a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying 
local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2Fweb%2Fgrants%2Fview-opportunity.html%3FoppId%3D335320%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278009590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=oxKVOANDui9bzZIaZ6B1nSsolE79PdsZOee3HY86xMk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda-prs.grantsolutions.gov%2Fusda%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278009590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=n7EyRLqIc4WXZqQ5SYLfXTDVIN4md08XV80FxBXhh9g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.dnb.com%2F%3FCUST%3DPandemicResponse%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278019549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=2bIYENUPIjh1P0WdE2bqdq2RQyOR0UEAItM9jnSj6ts%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda-prs.grantsolutions.gov%2Fusda%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278019549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=RHAs%2Bh499PlV1hMNUNj1gYYi67vOQ5jTmohhAuRYc1w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:usda.ams.prs@grantsolutions.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusda-prs.grantsolutions.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278029504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=JGs1W2irwjs1C5Zz0fpN5fO3tGMdqDlOggN39Hi9ZlQ%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:SM.FP.Social@usda.gov
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278039459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8WPHjMi2osZyTfDnFv%2BJZ0R0uh14BAHGCRJzd4uW%2Fvw%3D&reserved=0


 

NASS to send 2021 Hemp Acreage and Production Survey This 
Fall 

This October, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will mail its first Hemp 
Acreage and Production Survey. The survey will collect information on the total 
planted and harvested area, yield, production, and value of hemp in the United States. 

The Domestic Hemp Production Program established in the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018 (2018 Farm Bill) allows for the cultivation of hemp under certain 
conditions. The Hemp Acreage and Production survey will provide needed data about 
the hemp industry to assist producers, regulatory agencies, state governments, 

processors, and other key industry entities. 

Producers may complete the survey online at agcounts.usda.gov or they may complete and return the survey by 
mail using the return envelope provided. 

Learn more about the survey at nass.usda.gov/go/hemp. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially 
helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have 
small and mid-sized farming operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, 
equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation improvements. FSA 
designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite 
smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center  or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA Guaranteed Farm 
Loans 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be 
available for borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from 
$1.776 million to $1.825 million.   

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from 
securing land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed 
and serviced by commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against 

possible financial loss of principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2Fgo%2Fhemp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e1fe159de5541eb100008d98e548dd2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637697317278049417%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8ERKLu1Y8bcc5a2lqzPKTDTH5ypHlcsueMFFsTQcTP4%3D&reserved=0
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In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA obligated more than $3.4 billion in 
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This includes nearly $1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number 
of guaranteed borrowers has grown by 10% to more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA 
expects the increasing demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.  

Disaster Set-Aside Extension    

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the COVID-19 Delta variant and 
has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In 
addition, FSA will permit a second DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an 
initial COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no later than May 1, 2022. 

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural disasters, the DSA can now 
allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next 
payment set aside. The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up 
to twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until 
it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.  

More Information  

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting their local USDA 
Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital 
tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and 
relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 

Updates to U.S. Small Business Administration Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced a suite of updates to their COVID-19 Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan (EIDL) Program effective September 8, 2021. Updates include higher available loan amounts, an 
increased use of funding flexibility, a deferral of 24 months from the loan origination, simplified affiliation 
requirements, additional options to meet program size standards and a maximum cap for corporate groups. 

This federal small business loan program supports small businesses’ recovery from the COVID-19 disaster’s 
economic impacts by providing accessible and borrower-friendly capital. In response to COVID-19, small business 
owners, including agricultural businesses, and nonprofit organizations in all U.S. states, Washington D.C., and 
territories can apply. Visit SBA’s COVID-19 EIDL webpage to learn more about recent updates, application 
requirements and options to apply. 

 

USDA Unveils New Climate Partnership Initiative, Requests 
Public Input 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is committed to partnering with 
agriculture, forestry and rural communities to develop climate solutions that strengthen 
rural America. The Department has outlined and requested public comments on a new 
climate partnership initiative designed to create new revenue streams for producers 
via market opportunities for commodities produced using climate-smart practices. 

Guided by science, USDA will support a set of pilot projects that provide incentives to 
implement climate-smart conservation practices on working lands and to quantify and 
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monitor the carbon and greenhouse gas benefits associated with those practices. The Department published a 
Request for Information (RFI) seeking public comment and input on design of the new initiative. Stakeholders 
interested in providing comments may do so on or before 11:59 p.m. EST on November 1, 2021, via the Federal 
Register, Docket ID: USDA-2021-0010. 

Learn More 

 

USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon Monitoring Efforts 
through CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to sample, measure, and 
monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to better quantify the climate outcomes of the 
program. CRP is an important tool in the Nation’s fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our 
farmers, ranchers, and foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three partners. Today’s 
announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring effort across agricultural lands that supports 
USDA’s commitment to deliver climate solutions to agricultural producers and rural America through voluntary, 
incentive-based solutions.  

These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the movement of carbon and nitrogen 
through agricultural systems and informs the National Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be used to 
strengthen the COMET-Farm and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon 
sequestration and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.      

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice types: perennial grass, 
trees, and wetlands.     

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and measure soil carbon and 
bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings, rangelands, and pollinator habitat plantings) at an 
estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with a focus in the central states during this five-year project. This information 
will be used to model and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners include the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture technology company, and Woods End 
Laboratories.     

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect above and below ground 
data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related benefits to soil and atmospheric carbon levels. 
Information will help further calibrate the DayCent model. This five-year project will focus within the Mississippi Delta 
and Southeast states.           

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland soils as well as vegetation 
carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the central U.S. Data will support the DayCent and 
additional modeling. Partners for this five-year project include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, Intertribal Research and 
Resource Center at United Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon College, Lincoln University, 
Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of Texas at Austin.      

CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects          

These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through FSA’s program to work 
with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental 
benefits to water quality and quantity, wildlife, and rural economies.       

Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including public, private, nonprofit institutions, and 
educational institutions including historically Black colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and universities and 
Hispanic-serving institutions or organizations.        
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For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the FSA Monitoring Assessment & Evaluation 
webpage.       

About the Conservation Reserve Program         

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established track record of preserving 
topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing healthy habitat for wildlife.         

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality. 
In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP 
signups, including the general signup and continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs focused 
on soil health and clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more than 5.3 million acres in CRP 
signups, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal.        

Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new incentives for 
environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. This 
included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase 
carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of 
trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. Download the “What’s New” 
fact sheet  to learn more about CRP updates.        

More Information       

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort to combat the climate 
crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and natural resources including our soil, air, and 
water. Through conservation practices and partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new 
streams of income for farmers, ranchers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will 
require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA stakeholders, including State, 
local, and Tribal governments.         

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris Administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, 
building new markets and streams of income for farmers and other producers using climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more 
representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.     
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Mark Dennis 

mark.dennis@usda.gov  

Farm Program Chief: 
Jenifer Dean 

jenifer.dean@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief: 
John Liddington 

john.liddington@usda.gov 

October Interest Rates: 

Farm Storage Facility Loans:  
3 yr - 0.375% 
5 yr - 0.750% 
7 yr - 1.250% 
10 yr - 1.3750% 
12 yr - 1.500%  

Commodity Loans: 1.125% 

Farm Loan Programs:  
Farm Operating: 1.750%  
Farm Ownership: 2.875%  
Conservation Loans: 2.875% 
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%  
Joint Financing: 2.5% 

  

To find contact information for your local New York office click here. 
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