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North Carolina FSA Newsletter 
Greetings to you from Murphy to Manteo: 

I hope that this month’s newsletter finds you well.  Though this past years’ weather has not been the most agreeable, 
but in recent weeks we have had dryness in the west and good rains in the east.  I trust that the recent warmth and rain 
aid your farms and ranches in thriving for the remainder of the season. While you are out and about in the fields and 
pastures this summer, marveling at what might be possible on those acres, ask yourself: “Have I filed my acreage 
report?” 

I encourage you to visit your local FSA office to file an accurate acreage crop certification report.   I assure you that you 
do not want to miss out on the opportunity to be eligible for our FSA programs by not filing.   In this month’s newsletter 
you will read about some great new programs.   

“Want to know how to check your personal farm information remotely?” We have an article for that.  “Want to learn how 
to report organics?” We have an article for that, too.  

Those reports are critical in granting you access to many USDA programs, not just those provided by FSA.   The 
deadline is quickly approaching for many of our crops.  Acreage reporting dates vary based on county and crop but the 
majority of crop reporting will end on Friday July 15th.  That’s this week.  Please find your way in or call your county 
office this Friday if you have not done so already.   

Until Next Month, 

Bob Etheridge
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USDA’s Building Blocks for Climate Smart 
Agriculture & Forestry 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a comprehensive and detailed 
approach to support farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their response 
to address the causes of climate change in April 2015. The framework consists of 
10 building blocks that span a range of technologies and practices to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, increase carbon storage, and generate clean 
renewable energy through mitigation.  

USDA’s strategy focuses on climate-smart practices designed for working 
production systems that provide multiple economic and environmental benefits in 
addition to supporting resilience to extreme weather, reduced emissions and 
increased carbon storage.  

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary programs and initiatives spanning 
its programs, USDA expects to reduce net emissions and enhance carbon 
sequestration by over 120 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per 
year – about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse emissions – by 2025. That’s 
the equivalent of taking 25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the emissions 
produced by powering nearly 11 million homes last year.   

For more information on the Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and 
Forestry click the following link:   http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-
fact-sheet.pdf . For additional information on ways to consider greenhouse gases 
when managing land, refer to the USDA Climate Hub webpage: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

 

FSA Unveils Monthly Webinar Series 
 
The FSA Outreach and Education Division will host a series of webinars each 
month to inform producers about FSA programs and initiatives. To register for 
any of the below listed webinars, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach and click on 
“Outreach Webinars.” 

July 19 @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Understanding Receipt for Service 
To ensure that all USDA customers and potential customers are being served 
properly in local offices, the 2014 Farm Bill requires that a receipt be provided. 
Learn more about Receipt for Service, how it affects you and what you can 
expect when you visit a local Farm Service Agency county office. 
 
Aug. 9 @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Need Commodity Storage? The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Can Help 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides low-interest financing so 
producers can build or upgrade permanent or portable facilities to store 
commodities. Learn how this program may be able to help your operation. 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in 
these webinars should contact Tanya Brown at 202-690-1700 or Federal Relay 
Service at 1-800-877-8339 at least three business days prior to the webinar.  
 
The webinars will be recorded for future viewing and can be accessed on 
www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.  
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USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and 
Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm operating 
loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender 
prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities. For farm loan 
program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply for either 
FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by 
lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of 
principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers 
who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and farm operating 
loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans through the direct loan 
program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm 
operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined for direct or 
guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm for less than 10 years. 
Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer guidelines, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to provide farmers 
and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their home computers. Farmers and ranchers 
can now view, print or export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA data, such as base and 
yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact 
information and membership interest and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to 
the producer and allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This level of security 
ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be obtained by going to 
www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. To find your local 
FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov 
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Reporting Organic Crops 
 
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and selected the 
"organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.  

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent 
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic sales totals 
$5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are still required to 
provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.

 

Firearms and Dangerous Weapons Forbidden In Federal Facilities 
USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency Offices are Off Limits for Firearms 

This is an important reminder to all customers and patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices and USDA 
Service Centers statewide that firearms are forbidden (even with a permit/license) in Federal Buildings. A Federal 
Building by definition is any building owned, leased or rented by the Federal Government, where Federal employees are 
regularly present for the purpose of performing their official duties. 

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities include any item prohibited by any applicable Federal, State, local, and 
tribal law and/or ordinance, as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, or other destructive devices (including 
their individual parts or components) designed, redesigned, used, intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, 
death, or property damage. Possession of firearms and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as outline above is a 
crime punishable by fines and imprisonment. 

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal facilities, please view and/or download the document titled, Items 
Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An Interagency Security Committee Standard: 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf. The lists of 
prohibited items outlined in this document apply to all facility occupants, contractors, and the visiting public. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this notification, please contact your local Farm Service Agency Office–
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage 
before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including 
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop 
sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, 
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underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection." 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP 
covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or 
NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up 
to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your 
local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available 
at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. 
Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict 
insurance premium costs. 

 

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder 
FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do not meet normal 
underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to graduate to commercial 
credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where they can refinance their debt with commercial 
credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance sheet, actual 
financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return the required financial 
documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance sheet and 
projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter with a list of lenders 
that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and complete an application for 
commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies the reasons for 
rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the borrower of 
noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.  

 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade 
storage facilities. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities 
include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, 
pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold 
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storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, 
and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to 
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations 
supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local 
FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for July 2016 
90-Day Treasury Bill - .250% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50% 
Emergency Loans  - 3.25% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 1.50% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans - 2.00% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.625%

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 
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