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USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice 
Planting Rules Unchanged from Previous 
Farm Bill 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and 
wild rice provisions that affect producers who intend to participate in 
certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as 
amended by the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018.   
  
Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs are 
subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, 
vegetables or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. 
Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils 
or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that 
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are not considered payment acres will not result in a payment 
reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are 
not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC 
payments for that year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not 
affected. 
  
Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on 
ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre payment reduction 
when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base 
acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, 
or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in 
ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-
cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction if the farm is 
in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 

Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any 
unreported changes of address, zip code, phone number, email 
address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our 
office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs 
are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to 
the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm 
Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA 
office to update your records.   

 

 

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations. 



A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering 
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit 
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help 
with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 
   
More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.  

 

Farm Reconstitutions 

  

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all: 
• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 
 
Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  
 
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  
 
Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

  

 



New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

  

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.  

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign 
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting 
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available 
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple 
locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down 
from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers 
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the 
peak season for crop reporting later this summer. 

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to continue 
building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.  

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more. 

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

  

 

Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 



Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or 
upgrade facilities to store commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL. 
These include: 

 Cold Storage Trucks-A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific 
temperatures. Cold storage trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of 
mechanical refrigeration systems. 

 Flatbed Trucks-Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for easy 
loading and unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which range 
from light, medium, or heavy duty, compact or full-size, or short and expandable beds. 

 Grain Trucks-A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products 
and are traditionally truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain 
commodities are transported from a field to either a grain elevator or a storage bin. 

 Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit-Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or 
straight truck, is a truck with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine 
and cab. 

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a 
maximum of four axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-
trucks, dump trucks, and simple insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL. 

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and 
handling trucks must be used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term. 

Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass 
commodities, fruits and vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs, 
meat/poultry (unprocessed), rye and aquaculture. 

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local FSA Service Center. 

  

 

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage 
Changes to July 15 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial 
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all 
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or 
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for 
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 
• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being 



reported 
• the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period. 

 

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 

If you have crops covered under NAP that are not specifically listed below the crop reporting date is 
the earlier of the date listed on the National Crop Table (NCT) or 15 days before harvest begins. 

Crops not covered under NAP and not specifically listed below have a reporting date of July 15th or 
within 15 days of planting if planted after July 15th.  

2019 Crop Reporting Dates 

September 30, 2019  Aquaculture, Grass Sod, All Other Value Loss 
Crops 

November 15, 2018  Clary Sage 

January 2, 2019  Honey/Apiculture 

January 15, 2019  Apples, Barley, Blueberries, Canola, Grapes, 
Oats, Peaches, Rapeseed, Wheat and all fall 
seeded small grains 

May 1, 2019  Nursery 

May 15, 2019  Cabbage PP1, Beans PP1, Potatoes, Strawberries 

July 15, 2019  Corn, Soybeans, Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, Grain 
Sorghum,  
CRP, Sweet Potatoes, Perennial grazing and 
forage, and all other crops and land uses 

September 15, 2019  Cabbage PP2, Beans PP2 

  

Late Filed Crop Reports (2-CP paragraph 21) 

Late filed crop reports may be taken through the next year’s acreage reporting date for the crop 
when all of the following apply: 

1. The producer pays a late fee. 
a. See 2-CP paragraph 460 for calculating late fees.  The STC has determined we will use method 
2. 
b. See 2-CP paragraph 21D for the COC authority to waive late fees. 
2. Physical existence of the crop or crop residue exists.   
a. See paragraph 21A for an exception when RMA data can be used when physical evidence does 
not exist. 
3. The crops use can be verified. 
4. The crop’s acreage can be verified. 

See Notice CP-743 paragraph 5A for the requirement that a late filed crop report must be filed 
before the subsequent year’s acreage reporting date. 



 

CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing 
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for North Carolina Name is 
April 15 through September 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the 
primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species 
would adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected 
areas in the field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. 
The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain 
the approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times 

 

Selected Interest Rates for April 2019. 
90‐Day Treasury Bill  2.38% 

Farm Operating Loans ‐ Direct  3.50% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct  4.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans   3.75% 

Commodity Loans 1996 ‐ Present  3.500% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


