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Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered 
supervised credit. Unlike loans from a commercial lender, FSA 
loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan 
staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit 
counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure 
financial success. Through this process, FSA staff will advise 
borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the 
borrower is responsible for the success of the farming operation, 
but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage 
your finances. 
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For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Opportunity to Request a Referendum: 
Soybean Promotion, Research, and 
Information Program  
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that 
soybean producers may request a referendum on the Soybean 
Promotion and Research Order, as authorized under the Soybean 
Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act. Participation 
in the Request for Referendum is voluntary, and producers should 
only participate if they wish to request a referendum on the 
program. 

The results of the Request for Referendum will be published in a 
notice in the Federal Register. If at least 10 percent of eligible 
producers, as determined by USDA, participate in the Request for 
Referendum, a referendum will be held within one year from that 
determination. 

Interested soybean producers may request a referendum during a 
four-week period beginning on May 6 and ending May 31, 2019. 
Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request 
for Referendum, may be downloaded online, or obtained by mail, 
fax, or in person from Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices 
during this time. 

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned 
to the appropriate county FSA office by fax or in person no later 
than close of business May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail, must 
be postmarked by midnight May 31, 2019, and received in the 
county FSA office by close of business on June 6, 2019. 

For detailed information, including eligibility, read the full AMS 
announcement. To find your local office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Producers’ 
Costs for Organic Certification 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for 
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the 
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for fiscal 2019 funding are due 
Oct. 31, 2019. 

OCCSP received continued support through the 2018 Farm Bill. It provides cost-share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic 
certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified 
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producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying 
agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include application fees, inspection costs, 
fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for 
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

Certified producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year, up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope, including crops, 
livestock, wild crops, handling and state organic program fees. 

Opportunities for State Agencies  

Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state agencies to apply for grant 
agreements to administer the OCCSP program in fiscal 2019. State agencies that establish 
agreements for fiscal year 2019 may be able to extend their agreements and receive additional 
funds to administer the program in future years. 

FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year 2019 funding for cost-share 
assistance through May 29, 2019. 

More Information 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view 
the notice of funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact your FSA county office. To learn 
more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic. 

 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
If you have crops covered under NAP that are not specifically listed below the crop reporting date is 
the earlier of the date listed on the National Crop Table (NCT) or 15 days before harvest begins. 

Crops not covered under NAP and not specifically listed below have a reporting date of July 15th or 
within 15 days of planting if planted after July 15th.  

2019 Crop Reporting Dates 

September 30, 2019 Aquaculture, Grass Sod, All Other Value Loss Crops 

November 15, 2018 Clary Sage 

January 2, 2019 Honey/Apiculture 

January 15, 2019 Apples, Barley, Blueberries, Canola, Grapes, Oats, Peaches, Rapeseed, 
Wheat and all fall seeded small grains 

May 1, 2019 Nursery 

May 15, 2019 Cabbage PP1, Beans PP1, Potatoes, Strawberries 

July 15, 2019 Corn, Soybeans, Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, Grain Sorghum, CRP, Sweet 
Potatoes, Perennial grazing and forage, and all other crops and land uses 
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September 15, 2019 Cabbage PP2, Beans PP2 

Late Filed Crop Reports (2-CP paragraph 21) 

Late filed crop reports may be taken through the next year’s acreage reporting date for the crop 
when all of the following apply: 

1. The producer pays a late fee. a. See 2-CP paragraph 460 for calculating late fees.  The 
STC has determined we will use method 2. b. See 2-CP paragraph 21D for the COC 
authority to waive late fees. 2. Physical existence of the crop or crop residue exists.  a. See 
paragraph 21A for an exception when RMA data can be used when physical evidence does 
not exist. 3. The crops use can be verified. 4. The crop’s acreage can be verified. 

See Notice CP-743 paragraph 5A for the requirement that a late filed crop report must be filed 
before the subsequent year’s acreage reporting date. 

 
Communication is Key to Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security. 

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on 
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 
 
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin 
Coverage Program  
USDA announced the availability of a new web-based tool – developed in partnership with the 
University of Wisconsin – to help dairy producers evaluate various scenarios using different 
coverage levels through the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial 
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed 
cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. It replaces the 
program previously known as the Margin Protection Program for Dairy. Sign up for this USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) program opens on June 17. 
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The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in cooperation with FSA and funded 
through a cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was 
designed to help producers determine the level of coverage under a variety of conditions that will 
provide them with the strongest financial safety net. It allows farmers to simplify their coverage level 
selection by combining operation data and other key variables to calculate coverage needs based 
on price projections. 

The decision tool assists producers with calculating total premiums costs and administrative fees 
associated with participation in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the 
coverage year. 

For more information, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility and 
related program information, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. 

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.   

 
Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2019 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 
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Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for May 2019 
90-Day Treasury Bill 2.50% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 3.50% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 4.00% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 2.375% 
Commodity Loans 1996- Present 3.375% 

Click to edit this placeholder text. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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