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USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program 
Grasslands Signup  

Farmers and ranchers may apply to enroll grasslands in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup. The 
signup runs through May 15.  

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct 
common grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting 
seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be 
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds. 

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive 
up to 50 percent cost-share for establishing approved conservation 
practices. The duration of the CRP contract is either 10 or 15 years. 
FSA will rank applications using a number of factors including 
existence of expiring CRP land, threat of conversion or 
development, existing grassland, and predominance of native 
species cover, and cost. 

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland 
enrollment. CRP is one of the largest conservation programs at 



Administrative Officer:  
Tracie Jones 

Chief Farm Programs: 
Rob Satterfield 

Chief Farm Loan Programs: 
Paula Nicholls 

Chief Price Support 
Division: James Davis 

Interim Public 
Affairs/Outreach Specialist: 
Alicia Best 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nc 

  

  

USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million 
acres currently enrolled. 

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your 
local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.   

 

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage Enrollment for 2020 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural 
producers to enroll now in the Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The deadline to enroll for the 
2020 crop year is June 30, 2020. By enrolling soon, producers can 
beat the rush as the deadline nears. 

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and 
attention of our staff.  Because of the importance and complexities 
of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your 
program delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the 
enrollment process. Contact your FSA county office and make an 
appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts 
signed well ahead of the deadline. 

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from 
substantial drops in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic 
safety nets for most American farms. 

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, 
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment 
yields that take effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner 
accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and 
enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact 
sheet or our 2014-2018 farm bills comparison fact sheet. Online 
ARC and PLC election decision tools are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county 
office for an appointment. 

 

 

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 



Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 

 



 

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These 
updates include changes required by the 2018 Farm Bill as well as discretionary changes intended 
to improve the administration of the program and clarify existing program requirements. ELAP was 
previously administered based on FSA’s fiscal year but will now run according to the calendar year. 
Producers are still required to submit an application for payment within 30 calendar days of the end 
of the program year. This is not a policy change but will affect the deadline. The signup deadline for 
calendar year 2020 losses is January 30, 2021. 

Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 
days, to file a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for 
honey. For other covered losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish losses, the 
notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to the 
producer. 

Program participants who were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the 
previous two years will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how current 
year inventory was acquired. 

If the honeybee colony loss incurred was because of Colony Collapse Disorder, program 
participants must provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of 
the five symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include: 

 the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives; 
 rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or 

completely unattended; 
 absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive; 
 absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and 
 at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to 

cause economic injury or population decline. 

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and 
honeybee feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must 
be in excess of normal mortality. 

ELAP also provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock and farm-raised fish 
including for feed and grazing losses. It covers losses because of eligible adverse weather or loss 
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires on federally managed lands. ELAP also covers losses 
resulting from the cost of transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought. 

For more information on ELAP visit farmers.gov/recover or contact your FSA County Office. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

2020 Acreage Reporting Dates 

If you have crops covered under NAP that are not specifically listed below the crop reporting date is 
the earlier of the date listed on the National Crop Table (NCT) or 15 days before harvest begins. 

Crops not covered under NAP and not specifically listed below have a reporting date of July 15th or 
within 15 days of planting if planted after July 15th.  



2020 Crop Reporting Dates 

  

September 30, 2019  Aquaculture, Grass Sod, All Other Value Loss 
Crops 

November 15, 2019  Clary Sage 

January 2, 2020  Honey/Apiculture 

January 15, 2020  Apples, Barley, Blueberries, Canola, Grapes, 
Oats, Peaches, Rapeseed, Wheat and all fall 
seeded small grains 

May 1, 2020  Nursery 

May 15, 2020  Cabbage, PP1, Beans PP1, Potatoes, Strawberries 

July 15, 2020  Corn, Soybeans, Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, Grain 
Sorghum, CRP, Sweet Potatoes, Perennial 
grazing and forage, Miscanthus Grass, and all 
other crops and land uses 

September 15, 2020  Cabbage PP2, Beans PP2 

 

Late Filed Crop Reports (2-CP paragraph 21) 

Late filed crop reports may be taken through the next year’s acreage reporting date for the crop 
when all of the following apply: 

The producer pays a late fee. a. See 2-CP paragraph 460 for calculating late fees.  The STC has 
determined we will use method 2. b. See 2-CP paragraph 21D for the COC authority to waive late 
fees. 2. Physical existence of the crop or crop residue exists.  a. See paragraph 21A for an 
exception when RMA data can be used when physical evidence does not exist. 3. The crops use 
can be verified. 4. The crop’s acreage can be verified. 

 

USDA Continues Conservation Planning and Programs for 
America’s Farmers and Ranchers - NRCS Services Available 
by Phone Appointment Only 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) field offices are open by phone 
appointment only until further notice, and NRCS staff are available to continue to provide one-on-
one, customer-specific advice to producers to help them meet their unique conservation and 
business goals. 

All USDA Service Centers, including those NRCS field offices, are not currently accessible to 
customers in person. 

NRCS staff are working with customers through phone, mail and online communications, and field 
work continues with appropriate social distancing to help producers with conservation planning and 
financial assistance through Farm Bill programs. 

NRCS offers year-round continuous signup for its Farm Bill programs such as the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, Conservation Stewardship Program and the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program. Call respective NRCS field offices about sign up and application submission 
options. 



Additionally, NRCS continues projects with partners, including universities, local and state 
governments, tribes, nonprofits, and others. NRCS will continue to award projects and to call for 
proposals for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, Conservation Innovation Grants and 
the Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program. 

Online services are available to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and payments and view 
and track certain USDA program applications and payments. Customers who do not already have 
an eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. Online NRCS services are available to 
customers through the Conservation Client Gateway link which can be found at www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance and 
electronically sign documents. 

For the most current updates on available services and Service Center contact information, visit 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

USDA Seeks Public Comment on More Revised Conservation 
Practice Standards  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is seeking 
public comment on proposed revisions to 49 national conservation practice standards through a 
posting in the Federal Register. The proposed revisions posted this week with the public comment 
period closing April 23, 2020. 

The 49 updated national conservation practice standards include: 

 12 agronomic practices for water quality and erosion control 
 Two aquaculture practices 
 Three forestry practices 
 Six practices affecting waterways 
 Five drainage-related practices 
 Seven livestock-related practices 
 Three energy and air quality practices 
 Eight water conservation practices 
 Three farm traffic-related practices 

The 2018 Farm Bill required NRCS to review all 169 existing national conservation practices to seek 
opportunities to increase flexibility and incorporate new technologies to help the nation’s farmers, 
ranchers, and private forest landowners better protect natural resources on their working lands. 

As part of its review, NRCS wanted to ensure, as much as possible, that the standards used to 
carry out the conservation practices are relevant to local agricultural, forestry and natural resource 
needs, including specialty crops, native and managed pollinators, bioenergy crop production and 
forestry. NRCS plans to seek public comment on additional conservation 
practice standards through the Federal Register process throughout 2020. 

Improvements to the 49 revised conservation practice standards include expanding and updating 
their scope to incorporate new technology and increase flexibility, enhancing water conservation 
practices such as irrigation, and addressing wildlife issues. 

NRCS’s conservation practices offer guidelines for planning, installing, operating, and maintaining 
conservation practices used by farmers, ranchers, and private forest landowners nationwide. 

NRCS helps the nation’s farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners plan and carry out conservation 
practices to protect natural resources on their operations. Farm Bill conservation programs such as 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Conservation Stewardship Program and the 



Agricultural Conservation Easement Program help producers cover the costs to plan and implement 
these conservation practices.  

Submitting Comments         

NRCS is encouraging agricultural producers, landowners, organizations, tribes, and others that use 
its conservation practices to comment on these revised conservation practice standards. NRCS will 
use public comments to further enhance its conservation practice standards. NRCS sought the 
public’s input for 13 other conservation practice standards in October 2019. This followed the March 
11, 2019, announcement that the agency was commencing review of the practice standards in the 
National Handbook of Conservation Practices. 

Copies of the proposed revisions to the 49 conservation practice standards are available through 
http://regulations.gov by accessing docket number NRCS-2020-0001. The proposed revised 
standards can also be downloaded or printed here. 

When submitting comments, please include the volume, date and page number of this issue of the 
Federal Register. Comments can be submitted using several methods: 

 Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to https://www.regulations.gov and search for docket 
number NRCS-2020-0001. Follow instructions for submitting comments.   

 Mail or Hand Delivery: Mr. Bill Reck, National Environmental Engineer, Conservation 
Engineering Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture, NRCS, 1400 Independence Ave., 
South Building, Room 6136, Washington, D.C. 20250. 

For more information on how NRCS is implementing the 2018 Farm Bill, visit NRCS’s Federal 
Register Notices webpage or farmers.gov/farmbill. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for April 2020 
90‐Day Treasury Bill  1.625% 

Farm Operating Loans ‐ Direct  2.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

3.000% 

Emergency Loans  3.375% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)  1.000% 

Commodity Loans 1996‐Present  1.625% 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


