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North Carolina FSA Newsletter 
FROM THE DESK OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EDDIE WOODHOUSE 

Have you applied for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), a program implemented 
by the President and USDA Secretary Perdue to financially support ag producers impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic? 

Applying is easy!  And you’ll be amazed at its quick engagement!  

Visit your local USDA office for the simple details. 

Or call the CFAP Call Center Hotline at 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee for 

assistance. 

Thank you for your contribution to North Carolina agriculture! 

-eddie 
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Important Dates: 
Pride Month- Month of June 

July 3 -Independence Day 
Holiday - Offices Closed 

Nominations Open for the 2020 County 
Committee Elections 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA program 
participants to take part in the County Committee election 
nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day 
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local 
administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers 
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm 
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to 
the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a 
local decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members 
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a 
three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are 
open for election each year. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further 
represent the local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers. 
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority 
farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have 
limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next 
business day). For more information on FSA county committee 
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to 
Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections.   

 

USDA Announces Streamlined 
Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender 
Category for Small-Scale Operators 

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain 
Access to Credit 

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed 
loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban 
producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a 
simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved 
and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 



To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nc 

  

  

  

from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance 
agricultural operations. 

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as 
banks and credit unions, in offering USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. 
Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial 
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to 
offer their customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, 
helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, 
credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can 
offer customers up to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation 
costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven 
years for financing operating expenses and 40 years for financing 
the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.   

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can 
be found at fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA 
office. 

 

 

Consideration of Additional Commodities for Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program 

Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), 
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. CFAP provides 
vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-
or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing costs as a result 
of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the orderly marketing 
of commodities. 

Eligible commodities include: 

 Non-specialty Crops: malting barley, canola, corn, upland cotton, millet, oats, soybeans, 
sorghum, sunflowers, durum wheat, and hard red spring wheat 

 Wool 
 Livestock: cattle, hogs, and sheep (lambs and yearlings only) 
 Dairy 
 Specialty Crops 

o Fruits: apples, avocados, blueberries, cantaloupe, grapefruit, kiwifruit, lemons, 
oranges, papaya, peaches, pears, raspberries, strawberries, tangerines, tomatoes, 
watermelons 

o Vegetables: artichokes, asparagus, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, celery, 
sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, garlic, iceberg lettuce, romaine lettuce, dry 
onions, green onions, peppers, potatoes, rhubarb, spinach, squash, sweet 
potatoes, taro 

o Nuts: almonds, pecans, walnuts 
o Other: beans, mushrooms 



USDA has established a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential 
inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commodities, that are not 
currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either: 

1. suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or 
3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops. 

USDA is particularly interested in the obtaining information with respect to the following specific 
categories of agricultural commodities: 

 Nursery Products 
 Aquaculture Products 
 Cut Flowers 

Comments may be submitted through either of the following methods by June 22, 2020: 

 Federal Rulemaking Portal – Go to regulations.gov and search for Docket ID FSA-2020-
0004. Follow the instructions for submitting comments. 

 Mail – Director, SND, FSA, US Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Stop 0522, Washington, DC 20250-0522. 

Learn more by watching our video on the Notice of Funding Availability or by visiting 
farmers.gov/cfap. 

 

June 30 Last Day to Complete Enrollment for 2020 Agriculture 
Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs 

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2020 must do so by June 30. Although program elections for the 
2020 crop year remain the same as elections made for 2019, all producers need to contact their 
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to sign a 2020 enrollment contract. 

To date, more than 1.4 million ARC and PLC contracts have been signed for the 2020 crop year. 
This represents 89 percent of expected enrollment. FSA will send reminder postcards to producers 
who, according to agency records, have not yet submitted signed contracts for ARC or PLC for the 
2020 crop year. 

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Tuesday, June 30 will 
not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2020 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment 
should one trigger for an eligible crop. 

ARC and PLC contracts can be mailed or emailed to producers for signature depending on 
producer preference. Signed contracts can be mailed or emailed back to FSA or, arrangements can 
be made in advance with FSA to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county office – call ahead for 
local drop off and other options available for submitting signed contracts electronically. 

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 



oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, 
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.                

Visit offices.usda.gov to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA county office.  

 

Farmers, Ranchers and Private Forest Landowners Use 
Conservation to Protect Pollinator Habitat, Boost Crop 
Production  

The next time you snack on almonds, add blueberries to your smoothie or eat pumpkin pie, thank a 
pollinator and thank farmers, ranchers and private forestland owners who work hard to create and 
maintain their habitat. 

Pollinators, such as honeybees, bumblebees, butterflies, birds, bats, flies and many others, play a 
critical role in crop production. Without pollinators, we wouldn’t have many crops. 

During the week of June 22-28, the nation will celebrate these iconic and crucial pollinators during 
National Pollinator Week. This year’s theme is “Pollinators, Plants, People and Planet.” Thirteen 
years ago, the U.S. Senate unanimously designated the third week in June as National Pollinator 
Week to increase awareness about the importance of pollinators and the challenges many of them 
face, including serious population declines and habitat losses, often due to land use changes and 
excessive or improper pesticide use. Nearly 200 species of pollinators are considered threatened or 
extinct. 

Pollination occurs when pollen grains are moved between two flowers of the same species, or within 
a single flower by wind or insects and animals. Successful pollination results in healthy fruit and 
fertile seeds, allowing the plants to reproduce. 

The extensive and critical world of crop pollinators is a $20 billion a year industry. About 75 percent 
of crop plants are pollinated by billions of animals and insects every year 

Many federal, state and local government agencies, non-government organizations and universities 
have launched extensive efforts to protect pollinators, especially honeybees and the Monarch 
butterfly. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) works closely with farmers, forest landowners 
and other private landowners to increase pollinator habitat in targeted areas nationwide. 



The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), through USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), offers financial incentives to agricultural producers and private forest 
landowners who enhance pollinator habitat by voluntarily implementing conservation practices such 
as cover crops, wildflower and native plantings in buffers and areas not in production. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) also can be used to enhance habitat to protect pollinators. 
Administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), CRP is a land conservation program in which 
enrolled landowners remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant 
species that will improve environmental health and quality. 

As owners and stewards of the land, many farmers, ranchers and private forest landowners manage 
their natural resources to work to achieve their production goals, they are protecting the rich and 
diverse ecology on or near their operations. 

When we protect pollinators, we protect our ability to grow food. We thank our farmers, ranchers 
and private forest landowners for who offer a safe haven for pollinators and grow the products we 
enjoy. 

Whether you are a large commodity producer, a small and diverse organic producer or even a 
suburban homeowner, you can have an important role in saving pollinators in North Carolina 

Do your part to help protect pollinators. By taking action to diversify and beautify your operation or 
property, you could ensure that many fruits and vegetables are available and plentiful for future 
generations for many years to come. 

For more information about pollinators and what you can do in North Carolina, please contact your 
local USDA service center. 

 

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance 
Program Signup 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses 
because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened 
March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above), 
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires 
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+. 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or 
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar 
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary 
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a 
qualifying natural disaster event. 

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred 
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office. 

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement 
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when 



marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all 
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from 
producers and stakeholder organizations. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at 
farmers.gov/whip-plus. 

 

USDA Reminds North Carolina Producers to Complete Crop 
Acreage Reports 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in North Carolina are currently open to phone and 
virtual appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA 
staff can provide assistance over the phone, by email. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in State: 

September 30, 2019 Aquaculture, Grass Sod, All Other value loss 
crops 

November 15, 2019 Clary Sage 

January 2, 2020  Honey/Apiculture 

January 15, 2020  Apples, Barley, Blueberries, Canola, Grapes, 
Oats, Peaches, Rapeseed, Wheat and all fall 
seeded small grains 

May 1, 2020  Nursery 

May 15, 2020  Cabbage PP1, Beans, Potatoes, Strawberries 

July 15, 2020  Corn, Soybeans, Tobacco, Cotton, Peanuts, Grain 
Sorghum, CRP, Sweet Potatoes, Perennial 
grazing and forage, Miscanthus Grass and all 
other crops and land uses 

August 15, 2020  Hemp 

September 15, 2020  Cabbage PP2, Beans PP2 

  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 



 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. 
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office 

.Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no 
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting 
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the 
certifying agent. For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office 
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator 

 

Selected Interest Rates for June 2020 
90 ‐ Day Treasury Bill  0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans ‐ Direct  1.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct  2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans  2.375% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)  0.500% 

Commodity Loans 1996‐ Present  0.125% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


