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North Carolina FSA Newsletter 
FROM THE DESK OF STATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EDDIE WOODHOUSE  

President Trump and USDA Secretary Perdue just announced more great news for North Carolina 
ag producers!  

There are now more financial benefits for you are under the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
2 (CFAP2), created to assist North Carolina’s farm community impacted by CoVid19.  

Applying is so easy! 

1. Go to Farmers/gov  
2. Visit your local USDA office 
3. Call the CFAP hotline (877) 508-8364 

Thank you for your contribution to North Carolina agriculture! 

-eddie 

  

Also LET's PLAY NAME THIS NEWSLETTER! Do you have a good name for this North Carolina 
FSA Newsletter? Submit your suggestions to eddie.woodhouse@usda.gov ! The winner receives a 
nice FSA prize pack! 
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Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans 

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to 
farmers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria. 
Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can 
guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a 
loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes. 

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase 
farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop farmland to 
promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, 
farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and 
other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to 
$1,776,000. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, 
collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership 
loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your local 
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nc 

 

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for 
Improvement 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a 
new annual survey of farmers, ranchers and private forestland 
owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well 
and where improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the 
next few weeks, but all farmers are encouraged to take the survey 
at farmers.gov/survey. 

This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It 
requires High Impact Service Provider agencies across the federal 
government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys 
to measure and respond to areas needing improvement. 

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 
minutes to complete. Responses are confidential, and individual 
responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least 
six weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response 
rate. 

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey. 

 

 



USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers 

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the 
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties 
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having 
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year 
term loans. 

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year.  The original loan 
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment 
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to 
additional accrued interest. 

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact 
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms. 

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible 
commodities. 

More Information 

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers 
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and 
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming 
installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can 
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should 
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their 
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff 
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone and using online 
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

Obtaining Payments due to Deceased Producers 

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of 
precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

 administrator or executor of the estate 
 the surviving spouse 
 surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 



 surviving father and mother 
 surviving brothers and sisters 
 heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form 
FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the 
application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was 
signed by the applicable deadline by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their 
behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased 
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to 
submit the form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 

 

More than 1.2 million acres accepted for Conservation 
Reserve Program Grasslands 

More than 1.2 million acres were accepted in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands 
during the recent signup period that began March 16 and ended May 15. 

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such 
as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be 
restricted by the primary nesting season of birds. 

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for 
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is 10 or 15 years. 
FSA ranked offers using a number of factors, including existence of expiring CRP land, threat of 
conversion or development, existing grassland and predominance of native species cover and cost. 

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enrollment. CRP is one of the 
largest conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million 
acres currently enrolled. 

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.   

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve 
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land 
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for 
land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 



Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to 
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the 
land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the 
statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center at or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance 
Program Signup 

USDA has started making payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
(WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses because of drought or excess 
moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who 
suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above), excess moisture, hurricanes, 
floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires can still apply for assistance 
through WHIP+. 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or 
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar 
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary 
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a 
qualifying natural disaster event. 

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred 
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office. 

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement 
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when 
marketing crops were damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all 
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from 
producers and stakeholder organizations. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and 
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue 
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools 
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their 
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at 
farmers.gov/whip-plus. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for September 2020 
99‐ Day Treasury Bill  0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans ‐ Direct  1.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct  2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans  2.25% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years)   0.500% 



Commodity Loans 1996 ‐ Present  0.125% 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 


