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North Carolina FSA Newsletter 
FROM THE DESK OF STATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EDDIE WOODHOUSE 

Have you applied for CFAP 2, the simplified program which provides agricultural producers with 
financial assistance to help offset marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic?  

$7 Billion  – yes, I said “billions” – have already been deposited in ag producers checking 
accounts!   

And more good news!  President Trump and USDA Secretary Perdue extended the application 
deadline to December 11. 
Go to Farmers.gov for details! 

-eddie
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Ask USDA available to answer questions 
about FSA programs 

Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask 
questions about FSA programs and services. 

Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which 
was decommissioned Sept. 21, but it also provides information for 
all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA customers to search 
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for and read answers about FSA programs and services in the 
same location as they read about other USDA programs and 
services. 

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and 
phone if they need more information. This improved customer 
service approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s 
OneUSDA vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping 
experience that covers all of USDA’s many programs. 

 

USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry 
Impacted by Retaliatory Tariffs 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide approximately 
$530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and commercially 
licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign 
governments. The funding will be provided through the Seafood 
Trade Relief Program and funded through the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the 
following seafood types: 

 Atka mackerel 
 Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 
 Flounder 
 Geoduck 
 Goosefish 
 Herrings 
 Lobster 
 Pacific Cod 
 Pacific Ocean Perch 
 Pollock 
 Sablefish 
 Salmon 
 Sole 
 Squid 
 Tuna 
 Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from 
September 14, 2020 to December 14, 2020. Fishermen should 
apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local 
Service Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The 
application can be found at www.farmers.gov/seafood 

 

 

More than $7 Billion Paid in Second Round of USDA 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 

USDA announced that in the first month of the application period, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
approved more than $7 billion in payments to producers in the second round of the Coronavirus 



Food Assistance Program. CFAP 2 provides agricultural producers with financial assistance to help 
absorb some of the increased marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since CFAP 2 enrollment began on September 21, FSA has approved more than 443,000 
applications. The top five states for payments are Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and Kansas. 
USDA has released a data dashboard on application progress and program payments and will 
release further updates each Monday at 2:00 p.m. ET. The report can be viewed at 
farmers.gov/cfap. 

Through CFAP 2, USDA is making available up to $14 billion for agricultural producers who 
continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 is a 
separate program from the first iteration of CFAP (CFAP 1). Farmers and ranchers who participated 
in CFAP 1 will not be automatically enrolled and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. FSA 
will accept CFAP 2 applications through December 11, 2020. 

Eligible Commodities 

CFAP 2 supports eligible producers of row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture, and 
many other commodities, including many that were ineligible for CFAP 1. FSA’s CFAP 2 Eligible 
Commodities Finder makes finding eligible commodities and payment rates simple. Access this tool 
and other resources at farmers.gov/cfap.  

Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local 
USDA Service Center. 

FSA offers multiple options for producers to apply for CFAP 2. Producers with an eAuthentication 
account can apply online through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. Also available is a payment 
calculator and application generator that is an Excel workbook that allows producers to input 
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application 
form, which can be printed, signed, and submitted to the local FSA office. Producers can also 
download the CFAP 2 application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.  

Producers of acreage-based commodities will use acreage and yield information provided by FSA 
through the annual acreage reporting process. Producers have the option to complete their 
application by working directly with their local FSA staff or online through the CFAP 2 Application 
Portal. 

CFAP 2 is not a loan program, and there is no cost to apply. 

More Information 

To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or call 877-508-8364.  

 

Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 



There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. 
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to 
$50,000. 

Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or improve farm dwellings, 
service buildings or other facilities, and to make improvements essential to an operation. 

Applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development that 
completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient funds to pay 
for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In some instances, applicants 
may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract documents. The applicant cannot 
incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures for development purposes prior to 
loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA funds. 

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. If applying for adirect loan to 
finance a construction project, the applicant must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both 
payment and performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor. 

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000. An authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place. 

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule. 

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance. 

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local 
County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Apply Now for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 

Application Deadline is December 11 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers 
that the deadline to apply for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) is Dec. 11, 
2020. This program provides direct relief to producers who continue to face market disruptions and 
associated costs because of COVID-19. 

CFAP 2 will provide up to $14 billion to eligible producers of certain row crops, livestock, dairy, 
specialty crops, aquaculture and more. All eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can 
be found on farmers.gov/cfap. CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first iteration of the program 
(CFAP 1) and interested producers must complete a new application to be eligible for payment for 
CFAP 2. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364 
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a recommended 
first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office. 



Application Options 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP 2 program by the Dec. 11 deadline: 

 Using an online portal at farmers.gov/cfap. This allows producers with secure USDA login 
credentials, known as eAuthentication, to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign 
applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.   

 Completing the application form using our CFAP 2 Application Generator and Payment 
Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input 
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the 
application form, which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA 
Service Center.  

 Downloading the AD-3117 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing 
the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically, or by hand 
delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person 
business by appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the 
status of your local office. 

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally-
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who 
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local FSA office when calling to 
discuss the CFAP 2 application process. You can learn more about these solutions at 
farmers.gov/mydocs. 

Producers of commodities with payments based on acreage will use acreage and yield information 
provided by FSA through the annual acreage reporting process. Producers have the option to 
complete their application by working directly with their local FSA office or online through the CFAP 
2 Application Portal. 

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, 
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, including those who 
participated in CFAP 1, these documents are likely already on file. 

Both CFAP 1 and CFAP 2 are self-certification programs, which means the applicant certifies the 
information submitted is correct. FSA will soon begin an important step in the internal controls 
portion of CFAP 1 by conducting spot checks. Producers have been randomly selected using a 
statistically sound methodology. These CFAP 1 applicants will be contacted by FSA staff and asked 
to provide supporting documentation to verify the information certified by the producer on their 
CFAP 1 application.   

As of Nov. 9, FSA has paid more than $9.5 billion with more than 576,000 applications for CFAP 2. 
This builds upon more than $10.3 billion paid through CFAP 1. 

More Information 

To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364. 

 

USDA Issues CRP Payments 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is issuing $1.68 billion in payments to agricultural 
producers and landowners for the 21.9 million acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), which provides annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife 



habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits 
to the nation’s environment and economy. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the 
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this December. Program successes include: 

 Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks; 

 Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 
percent, respectively; 

 Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road; 

 Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times; and 

 Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds.    

 For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county office.    
 CRP participants with contracts effective beginning on October 1, 2020, will receive their 

first annual rental payment in October 2021. 
 The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of 

reducing the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, 
Secretary Perdue announced the department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, 
and research to position American agriculture to better meet future global demands. 

  

 

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help  

Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started – everything 
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members, 
based at USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land, and we want to let you know we can help.  

Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can 
help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) 
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have control 
of the property to your FSA representative. If your operation is incorporated or an entity, you may 
also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts 
with USDA. 

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or 
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular 
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool. 



Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom 
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial 
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the 
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video 
Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, while a 
CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for 
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of 
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and 
sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural 
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA, 
contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for November 2020 
90‐ Day Treasury Bill  0.09% 

Farm Operating loans ‐ Direct  1.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct  2.375% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans  2.25% 

     

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


