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North Carolina FSA Newsletter 
FROM THE DESK OF STATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR EDDIE WOODHOUSE  

President Trump and USDA Secretary Perdue just announced more great news for North Carolina 
ag producers!  

There are now more financial benefits for you are under the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
2 (CFAP2), created to assist North Carolina’s farm community impacted by CoVid19.  

Applying is so easy! 

1. Go to Farmers/gov  
2. Visit your local USDA office 
3. Call the CFAP hotline (877) 508-8364 

Thank you for your contribution to North Carolina agriculture! 

-eddie 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced 
Friday, Oct. 30, 2020, as the deadline to submit applications for the 
Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) for 2018 
and 2019 losses. USDA did not originally specify a deadline when 
the program was announced. 

WHIP+ compensates producers for losses due to hurricanes, 
floods, snowstorms, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, drought, 
excessive moisture, and wildfires occurring in calendar years 2018 
and 2019. Drought and excessive moisture were added as eligible 
losses for the program in March 2020.  To date, FSA has received 
more than 133,000 applications for WHIP+ disaster assistance and 
paid out nearly $1.4 billion in WHIP+ benefits. 

Next week, FSA will launch a new tool on the farmers.gov WHIP+ 
webpage to help producers understand eligibility for the program 
and whether they had possible losses in 2018 and 2019.  The tool 
will also allow producers an opportunity to provide information for 
FSA staff to reach out to them. 

FSA will announce soon the details for producers who experienced 
quality loss from 2018 and 2019 natural disaster events authorized 
in appropriations legislation. There will be a separate signup period 
for producers reporting quality loss. 

For more information or application assistance, visit farmers.gov 
WHIP+ webpage, or contact your local USDA Service Center. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-
locator. 

 

Ask USDA available to answer questions 
about FSA programs 

Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask 
questions about FSA programs and services. 

Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which 
was decommissioned Sept. 21, but it also provides information for 
all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA customers to search 
for and read answers about FSA programs and services in the 
same location as they read about other USDA programs and 
services. 

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and 
phone if they need more information. This improved customer 
service approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s 
OneUSDA vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping 
experience that covers all of USDA’s many programs. 



  

 

 

USDA Issues CRP Payments 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is issuing $1.68 billion in payments to agricultural 
producers and landowners for the 21.9 million acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), which provides annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such 
as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife 
habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits 
to the nation’s environment and economy. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the 
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year 
anniversary this December. Program successes include: 

 Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 
million dump trucks; 

 Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 
percent, respectively; 

 Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road; 

 Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times; and 

 Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, 
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds.    

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county office.    

CRP participants with contracts effective beginning on October 1, 2020, will receive their first annual 
rental payment in October 2021. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing 
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, Secretary Perdue 
announced the department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position 
American agriculture to better meet future global demands. 

CRP participants with contracts effective beginning on October 1, 2020, will receive their first annual 
rental payment in October 2021. 

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county office.    

 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 

Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) began on Sept. 21, 2020 and will 
continue through Dec. 11, 2020. CFAP 2 provides eligible producers with direct financial assistance 
due to market disruptions and associated costs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Check out our 
brief video about the program. 

CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first round of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program, 
now referred to as CFAP 1. Farmers and ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be 



automatically enrolled and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. Details on how to apply 
can be found on farmers.gov/cfap/apply. 

CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder 

Many more commodities are eligible for CFAP 2 than CFAP 1. Interested in finding the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program 2 payment rates for the eligible commodities you grow or raise? Our new, 
easy-to-use CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder makes finding payment rates specific to your 
operation simple. From yam to alpaca farmers – and everyone in between – the payment rate 
information you need is just a few clicks away. Try it today on your desktop, tablet, or mobile device. 

Call Center 

A call center is available for producers who would like additional one-on-one support with the CFAP 
2 application process. Please call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to 
offer assistance. The call center can provide service to non-English speaking customers. Customers 
will select 1 for English and 2 to speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other languages, 
customers select 1 and indicate their language to the call center staff. 

 

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on 
loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be 
established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 
3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by 
Retaliatory Tariffs 



U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and 
commercially licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The 
funding will be provided through the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 

 Atka mackerel 
 Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 
 Flounder 
 Geoduck 
 Goosefish 
 Herrings 
 Lobster 
 Pacific Cod 
 Pacific Ocean Perch 
 Pollock 
 Sablefish 
 Salmon 
 Sole 
 Squid 
 Tuna 
 Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to December 14, 
2020. Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service 
Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found 
at www.farmers.gov/seafood. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call 
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. 
Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the 
office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers 

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the 
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties 
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having 
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year 
term loans. 

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year.  The original loan 
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment 
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to 
additional accrued interest. 



Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact 
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms. 

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible 
commodities. 

More Information 

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers 
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and 
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming 
installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can 
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should 
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their 
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff 
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone and using online 
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit 
farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for October 2020 
90‐Day Treasury Bill  0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans ‐ Direct  1.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct  2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans ‐ Direct Down payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency Loans  2.25% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 Years)  0.500% 

Commodity Loans 1996 ‐ Present  1.125% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


