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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 

Severe weather events create significant challenges 
and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, 
your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers 
several programs to help with recovery. 
  
Risk Management 
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or 
the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind 
you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) office. 
  
If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering 
damage and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP 
coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of 
loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be 
reported within 72 hours. 
  
Disaster Assistance 
USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important 
to livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who 
have fewer risk management options. 
  
First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses 
producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that 



died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing 
acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that have 
suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering 
the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 
  
Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to 
rehabilitate and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and 
nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover 
the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 
For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and 
grazing or feed losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For 
TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 
  
Documentation 
It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this 
devastating cold weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document 
beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or 
pictures prior to after the loss. 
Other common documentation options include: 

 Purchase records 

 Production records 

 Vaccination records 

 Bank or other loan documents 

 Third-party certification 

  
Other Programs 
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration 
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and 
technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 
  
Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans 
that are triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist 
producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential 
property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or 
refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 
  
Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
provides financial resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help recover 
from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be 
available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and 
other causes. 
  
Additional Resources 
Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster 



Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 
  
While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to 
help. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, 
contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open 
for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require 
appointments because of the pandemic.  

 
First Meeting of Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production to Take Place March 23-
24, 2022  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will host 
the first public meeting of the inaugural Federal 
Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production on March 23-24, 2022.  The 
public – including urban producers– is encouraged to 
attend.    
   

The new federal advisory committee is part of USDA’s efforts to support urban 
agriculture, creating a network for feedback. Members were announced last 
month, and include agricultural producers, and representatives from the areas 
of higher education or extension programs, non-profits, business and 
economic development, supply chains and financing.   
   
About the Meeting   
   
USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production is coordinating 
the meeting, which runs from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ET on March 23 and 24, 
2022. To attend, register by March 18, 2022.   
  
At the meeting, committee members will discuss administrative matters and 
consult on the National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s Notice of Funding 
Opportunity for the Urban, Indoor and Emerging Agriculture grants.   
   
Members of the public who wish to submit comments or questions related to 
urban agriculture may submit them via www.regulations.gov. 
   
Comments must be submitted by March 18, 2022.   
   
For special accommodations, please contact Leslie Glover at (602) 395-9536 
or UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov.    
   
Additional details are available in the Federal Register notice and online at 
farmers.gov/urban or on the committee’s webpage.   
   
USDA and Urban Agriculture   
   



The Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production is part of a broad USDA investment in urban agriculture. Other 
efforts include:   
   

 Grants that target areas of food access, education, business and start-
up costs for new farmers, and policy development related to zoning and 
other urban production needs.  

 Cooperative agreements that develop and test strategies for planning 
and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction 
plans.  

 Investing $260,000 for risk management training and crop insurance 
education for historically underserved and urban producers through 
partnerships between USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) and the 
University of Maryland, University of Connecticut, and Michigan State 
University Center for Regional Food Systems.  

 Providing technical and financial assistance through conservation 
programs offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS).  

 Organizing 11 Farm Service Agency (FSA) urban and suburban county 
committees. FSA will organize additional committees.  

   
The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established 
through the 2018 Farm Bill. It is led by NRCS and works in partnership with 
numerous USDA agencies that support urban agriculture. Its mission is to 
encourage and promote urban, indoor, and other emerging agricultural 
practices, including community composting and food waste reduction.   
   
More information is available at farmers.gov/urban and the new Federal 
Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production website 
at www.usda.gov/partnerships/advisory-committee-urban-ag-innovative-
production.   
   
Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities 
include grants from USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service and National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture as well as FSA loans.   
   
USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. 
Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food 
system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food 
production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy, 
and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of 
income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry 
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department 
by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of 
America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.   

 



Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool on farmers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans 
that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan 
options to help farmers finance their operations. From 
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a 
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need 
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans 
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing 
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to 
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include 
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each 
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center 
visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and 
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive 
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on 
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully 
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined 
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the 
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, 
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm 
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 

USDA Announces Conservation Reserve 
Program Signups for 2022 



Agricultural producers and landowners can sign 
up soon for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the 
Biden-Harris Administration effort to address climate change 
and achieve other natural resource benefits. The General 
CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the 
Grassland CRP signup will run from April 4 to May 13.   

Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 
2.5 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 
million acres enrolled, and FSA is aiming to reach the 25.5-million-acre cap statutorily set 
for fiscal year 2022.    

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.    

Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and 
operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, 
while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal 
populations and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate 
outcomes.    

Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres 
in Continuous CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).    

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for 
CRP General and Continuous signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate 
change. This incentive aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of trees and permanent 
grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice 
type.    

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA 
invested $10 million last year in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of 
conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to 
further refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate 
resilience.    

More Information on CRP  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service 
Center to learn more or to apply for the program -- for General CRP before the March 
11 deadline, and for Grassland CRP before the May 13 deadline. Service Center staff 
continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Due 
to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Additionally, 
fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.    

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 



program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic 
benefits.    

 

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase 
Equity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better 
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These 
improvements are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, 
including farm loans that provide important access to capital for covering operating 
expenses and purchasing land and equipment.   

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan 
borrowers, who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance 
on a material action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers 
may have been required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan 
with higher interest rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.   

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency 
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide 
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to 
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which 
was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for 
the loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully 
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in 
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.   

Additional Updates     

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has 
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously 
implemented include:   

 Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm 
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.  

 Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a 
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.  

 Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.  

 Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain 
eligibility for an Emergency loan.  

 Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural 
Certified Mediation Program.  

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the 
Federal Register.  

More Background  

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA 
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ 
Property Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ 
land ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish 
partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically 



underserved farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in 
participation by historically underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key pandemic assistance program, since April 2021.  

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of 
past-due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the 
economic hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited 
visitors. Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone 
appointment to discuss loan options.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit usda.gov.  

 

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received 
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity 
Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop 
production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are 
required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both 
the 2022 and 2023 crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage 
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop 
insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The 
coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that 
received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county 
FSA Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable 
coverage by the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of 
WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if 
crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center visit fsa.usda.gov/nc.  

 

Selected Interest Rates for March 2022 
90- Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 2.375% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 3.00% 



Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 Years) 1.875% 
Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 0.875% 

 

Dates to Remember 
  

March is Women's History Month 
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