
Page 1 
 

May 2018 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• USDA Enrollment for Improved Dairy Safety Net Tool Closes June 1 
• Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the Livestock Indemnity Program 
• When Weather Prevents or Damages Crops  
• Foreign Persons Must Report U.S. Agricultural Land Holdings 
• CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in CRP and Farm 

Programs 
• Youth Loans Available 
• Dates to Remember  

 

Ohio FSA State Newsletter 
 

Ohio Farm Service 
Agency State Office 

200 North High St.  
Room 540 
Columbus, OH, 43215 
Phone: 614-255-2441 
FAX: 855-832-5100 

State Executive Director: 
Leonard Hubert 

Administrative Officer: 
Vacant 

Conservation Chief: 
Brandi Koehler 

Farm Loan Chief: 
David Drake 

Price Support Chief: 
Vacant 

USDA Enrollment for Improved Dairy 
Safety Net Tool Closes June 1 
FSA encourages dairy producers to consider enrolling in the new 
and improved Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), 
which will provide better protections for dairy producers from 
shifting milk and feed prices. With changes authorized under the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, the USDA FSA enrollment period 
will run to June 1, 2018. 

About the Program: 

The program protects dairy producers by paying them when the 
difference between the national all-milk price and the national 
average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount 
elected by the producer.  

Changes include:  

• Calculations of the margin period is monthly rather than bi-
monthly. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1eec7ee
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy


Page 2 
 

Production Adjustment, 
Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief: 
Matt Kleski 

State Committee Members: 
Trish Levering, Chair  
Ronnie Clifton 
Daryl Knipp 
Joe Steiner 
   

Visit the Ohio FSA website for 
additional information at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Please contact your FSA 
County Office for questions 
specific to your operation. 

Current FSA Farm 
Loan Interest Rates 

Current Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Interest 
Rates 

• Covered production is increased to 5 million pounds on the 
Tier 1 premium schedule, and premium rates for Tier 1 are 
substantially lowered.   

• An exemption from paying an administrative fee for limited 
resource, beginning, veteran, and disadvantaged 
producers. Dairy operators enrolled in the previous 2018 
enrollment period that qualify for this exemption under the 
new provisions may request a refund. 

Dairy operations must make a new coverage election for 2018, 
even if you enrolled during the previous 2018 signup period. 
Coverage elections made for 2018 will be retroactive to January 1, 
2018. All dairy operations desiring coverage must sign up during 
the enrollment period and submit an appropriate form (CCC-782) 
and dairy operations may still “opt out” by not submitting a form.  All 
outstanding balances for 2017 and prior years must be paid in full 
before 2018 coverage is approved.   

Dairy producers can participate in FSA’s MPP-Dairy or the Risk 
Management Agency’s Livestock Gross Margin Insurance Plan for 
Dairy Cattle (LGM-Dairy), but not both. During the 2018 enrollment 
period, only producers with an active LGM-Dairy policy who have 
targeted marketings insured in 2018 months will be allowed to 
enroll in MPP-Dairy by June 1, 2018; however, their coverage will 
start only after active target marketings conclude under LGM-Dairy.  

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of 
coverage under the MPP-Dairy that will provide them with the 
strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online 
resource is available at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy 
farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data and 
other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on 
price projections. Producers can also review historical data or 
estimate future coverage based on data projections. The secure 
site can be accessed via computer, smartphone, tablet or any other 
platform.  For more information, producers are encouraged to 
contact their County FSA office.  

 

 
Farm Service Agency Makes Administrative Change to the 
Livestock Indemnity Program 
Agricultural producers who have lost livestock to disease, resulting from a weather disaster, have an 
additional way to become eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program.  

In the event of disease, this change by USDA’s FSA authorizes local FSA county committees to 
accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and 
unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. The committees may then use 
this certification to allow eligibility for producers on a case-by-case basis for LIP. 

LIP provides benefits to agricultural producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by adverse weather, disease or by attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government. Eligible weather events include earthquakes, hail, tornadoes, hurricanes, 
storms, blizzard and flooding.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
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Producers interested in LIP or other USDA disaster assistance programs should contact their 
contact their FSA County office. 

 
When Weather Prevents or Damages Crops  
When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops, FSA would like to remind producers to 
report the acreage to the FSA office within 15 days of the final planting date of the crop. This applies 
to all crops, whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by insurance, or covered by FSA's 
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP). Final planting dates vary among counties and crop types.    

Producers who have their crops insured through a private crop insurance company should contact 
the insurance agent immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, a CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss Application, must be completed in person at the FSA office, and the prevented 
and/or failed acres reported.    

For those crops covered under FSA's NAP, producers should immediately contact the FSA office to 
report the acres and file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application. Producers with NAP coverage 
should report their losses within 15 calendar days of crop damage from natural disaster.  Producers 
of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a 
loss becomes apparent, so the loss can be appraised and production counted before the crop is put 
into another use, abandoned or destroyed.   

Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be reported to the local FSA 
office. This will provide FSA with a historical record of your crop should disaster assistance become 
available.    

For more information about reporting prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop in the FSA 
office.  

 
Foreign Persons Must Report U.S. Agricultural Land Holdings 
The FSA reminds foreign persons with an interest in agricultural lands in the United States that they 
are required to report their holdings and any transactions to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.  

Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds any interest, other than a security interest, 
including leaseholds of 10 years or more, in agricultural land in the United States is required by law 
to report the transaction no later than 90 days after the date of the transaction. Foreign investors 
must file Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) reports with the FSA county office 
that maintains reports for the county where the land is located. 

Failure to file a report, filing a late report or filing an inaccurate report can result in a penalty with 
fines up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the agricultural land.  For AFIDA purposes, 
agricultural land is defined as any land used for farming, ranching or timber production, if the tracts 
total 10 acres or more. 

Disclosure reports are also required when there are changes in land use. For example, reports are 
required when land use changes from nonagricultural to agricultural or from agricultural to 
nonagricultural. Foreign investors must also file a report when there is a change in the status of 
ownership such as the owner changes from foreign to non-foreign, from non-foreign to foreign or 
from foreign to foreign. 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa


Page 4 
 

Data gained from these disclosures is used to prepare an annual report to the President and 
Congress concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities in the 
United States.  

For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA programs, producers should contact their County 
FSA office.  

 
CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing 
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Ohio is March 1 through 
July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting or 
brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely 
impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the 
field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County 
Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the 
approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 
Youth Loans Available 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youths to establish and operate income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned 
and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan 
and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000.  

Applicants Must:  

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Must obtain a written recommendation and consent from a parent or guardian if the 

applicant has not reached the age of majority under state law  
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the project 
and the loan, along with providing adequate supervision.  

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
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To find out more about the FSA Youth loan program, contact your local FSA county office to setup 
an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.  

 
Dates to Remember  
May 28 --- Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 

May 31 --- Deadline to apply for 2017 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, pulse 
crops. 

June 1 ---- Last day for dairy producers to enroll in the improved Margin Protection Program for 
Dairy (MPP-Dairy). 

June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins.  

July 4 ----- Independence Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 

July 15 ---- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; corn, 
grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes and other 
crops. 

Aug. 1 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 

Aug. 1 ---- Last day to enroll in ARC/PLC coverage for 2018. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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