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USDA FSA Program Deadline Extensions 
Quickly Approaching 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency extended deadlines on many of its 
programs because of the government shutdown and the 
emergency nature of many of the programs. Below are updated 
deadlines: 

Farm Programs 

Market Facilitation Program  

• Deadline to apply extended to Feb. 14, 2019 

Marketing Assistance Loans 

• If loan matured in December 2018, settlement date 
extended to Feb. 14, 2019 

Emergency Conservation Program  

• Performance reporting due Feb. 14, 2019 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/22f6ce8
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Production Adjustment, 
Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief:  
Matt Kleski 

State Committee Members: 
Trish Levering, Chair  
Ronnie Clifton  
Daryl Knipp  
Chase Powell  
Joe Steiner   

Visit the Ohio FSA website for 
additional information at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Please contact your FSA 
County Office for questions 
specific to your operation. 

Current FSA Farm 
Loan  Interest Rates 

Current Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Interest 
Rates 

Livestock Forage Disaster  

• 2018 application for payment due Feb. 28, 2019   

Emergency Assistance Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
raised Fish Program  

• Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 

Livestock Indemnity Program 

• Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 

Tree Assistance Program  

• Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program  

• Submitting 2019 application for coverage due Feb. 14, 
2019 

• Notice of loss for 72-hour harvest and grazing (as 
applicable) due Feb. 14, 2019 

• Notice of loss for prevented planting and failed acres due 
Feb. 14, 2019 

• Applications for payment for 2018 covered losses due Feb. 
14, 2019 

 

Acreage Reporting  

• January reporting deadlines extended to Feb. 14, 2019 for apples, grapes, maple sap and 
honey. 

For inquiries related to these programs or any not listed above, please contact your local USDA 
Service Center. 

 
CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on Acreages 
Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring adequate, 
approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the 
contract after the practice has been established. Participants must also control undesirable 
vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing 
cover or adversely impact other landowners in the area. 

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Ohio is March 1 through 
July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting or 
brood rearing season if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely 
impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the 
field and requires County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain the 
approved cover. 

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Approaching NAP Deadlines for 
2019 Crops 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers who are interested in the 2019 Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), of the need to apply for coverage by the following crop 
deadline dates. 

• March 15, 2019 is the deadline for 2019 NAP coverage on forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, 
Soybeans, Sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for food. 

The program offers coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of expected production. Eligible producers can apply for 2019 NAP coverage at their 
local FSA Office using form CCC-471, Application for Coverage. The service fee for basic NAP 
coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per producer per administrative county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming interest in multiple counties. Beginning, 
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

To help producers learn more about the NAP program and how it can help them, USDA, offers an 
online Web tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. The webtool allows producers to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for coverage and gives producers an opportunity to explore a variety of options 
and levels to determine the best protection level for their operation. 

For more information on NAP coverage or obtain coverage, please contact your FSA County office. 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans 
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring 
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible 
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used 
for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other 
needs associated with a farming operation. The staff can provide more details on farm operating 
and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and members of 
underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and 
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer 
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible 
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A 
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.   

Please call the Name County office if you have questions about any of the loans available through 
FSA. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Dates to Remember  
Feb. 19 ---- Washington’s Birthday. FSA Offices Closed.  
Mar. 1 ----- Primary Nesting Season begins. 
Mar. 15 --- Deadline to obtain 2019 NAP coverage on spring planted crops. 
April 1 --- Final Availability for 2018 crop wheat, barley, oats, honey loans and LDPs. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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