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A Message from the State Executive 
Director - USDA Provides an Update on 
the Farm Bill Implementation Progress  
As Ohio FSA begins to roll out the provisions of the 2018 Farm Bill, 
farmers are wondering when they will begin to sign up for each 
program.  The new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program will be 
the first to roll out, with sign-up expected June 17. USDA recently 
provided a detailed update on the 2018 Farm Bill implementation 
progress. 

Many of Ohio’s producers have signed up for text alerts, which is a 
great way to keep up with those critical FSA deadlines reporting 
requirements and program updates from your FSA County 
office.  FSA highly encourages producers to consider signing up to 
receive SMS text alerts. Producers that want to enroll in SMS text 
alerts for their county, must text a keyword consisting of the 2-letter 
state abbreviation and the county name OHCounty (insert the 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/240e469
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/04/12/usda-update-farm-bill-implementation-progress?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/04/12/usda-update-farm-bill-implementation-progress?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Farm Loan Chief:  
David Drake 

Price Support Chief:  
Mark VanHoose 

Production Adjustment, 
Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief:  
Matt Kleski 
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Visit the Ohio FSA website for 
additional information at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Please contact your FSA 
County Office for questions 
specific to your operation. 

Current FSA Farm 
Loan  Interest Rates 

Current Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Interest 
Rates 

county name) from which they want to receive alerts to FSANOW 
or the numeric keys, 372669 on their cell phone. 

Please contact your FSA County office if you have questions 
regarding FSA’s email news service or the text message option. 

Respectfully, 

Leonard Hubert 

 
When Weather Prevents or Damages 
Crops  
When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops, FSA would 
like to remind producers to report the acreage to the FSA office 
within 15 days of the final planting date of the crop. This applies to 
all crops, whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by 
insurance, or covered by FSA's Non-insured Assistance Program 
(NAP). Final planting dates vary among counties and crop types.   

Producers who have their crops insured through a private crop 
insurance company should contact the insurance agent 
immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, a 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application, must be completed in person 
at the FSA office, and the prevented and/or failed acres reported.   

For those crops covered under FSA's NAP, producers should 
immediately contact the FSA office to report the acres and file a 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application. 

 

"Producers with NAP coverage should report their losses within 15 calendar days of crop damage 
from natural disaster. Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify 
FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent, so the loss can be appraised, and 
production counted before the crop is put into another use, abandoned or destroyed," said Leonard 
Hubert, FSA State Executive Director.  

Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be reported to the local FSA 
office. This will provide FSA with a historical record of your crop should disaster assistance become 
available.   

For more information about reporting prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop in the FSA 
office. 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
USDA’s FSA recently announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered through the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, beginning April 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to the program, 
including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP coverage. 

When other insurance coverage is not an option, NAP is a valuable risk mitigation tool for farmers 
and growers. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which 
insurance coverage is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower 
yields or crop losses or prevent crop planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 
2020 eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed. 

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties.  These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county 
coverage.  The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019. 

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or producers are now 
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility 
criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP 
service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For a NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact our FSA office.  

 
USDA Announces February Income over Feed Cost Margin 
Triggers Second 2019 Dairy Safety Net Payment 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced recently that the February 2019 income over feed 
cost margin was $8.22 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the second payment for dairy producers 
who purchase the appropriate level of coverage under the new but yet-to-be established Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, is a voluntary risk management 
program for dairy producers that was authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill. DMC offers protection to 
dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the 
margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. 

Sign up for DMC will open by mid-June of this year. At the time of sign up, producers who elect a 
DMC coverage level between $8.50 and $9.50 would be eligible for a payment for February 2019. 

For example, a dairy operation that chooses to enroll an established production history of 3 million 
pounds (30,000 cwt.) that elects the $9.50 coverage level on 95 percent of production would receive 
$3,040 for February. 

Sample calculation: 

$9.50 - $8.22 margin = $1.28 difference 

$1.28 x 95 percent of production x 2,500 cwt. (30,000 cwt./12) = $ 3,040 

DMC premiums are paid annually. The calculated annual premium for coverage at $9.50 on 95 
percent of a 3-million-pound production history for this example would be $4,275. 

Sample calculation: 

3,000,000 x 95 percent = 2,850,000/100 = 28,500 cwt. x 0.150 premium fee = $4,275. 

The dairy operation in the example calculation will pay $4,275 in total premium payments for all of 
2019 and receive $6,626.25 in Dairy Margin Coverage payments for January and February 
combined. Additional payments will be made if calculated margins remain below the $9.50/cwt level. 

All participants are also required to pay an annual $100 administrative fee in addition to any 
premium, and payments will be subject to a 6.2% reduction to account for federal sequestration. 

Operations making a one-time election to participate in DMC through 2023 are eligible to receive a 
25 percent discount on their premium for the existing margin coverage rates. For the example 
above, this would reduce the annual premium by $1,068.75 

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides 
support, certainty and stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing 
farm support programs, improving crop insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting 
and supporting voluntary conservation. FSA is committed to implementing these changes as quickly 
and effectively as possible, and today’s updates are part of meeting that goal. 

Additional details about DMC and other Farm Bill program changes can be found at 
farmers.gov/farmbill. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help 
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased 

https://www.farmers.gov/farmbill?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through 
USDA’s FSA and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help 
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, 
livestock feed, and more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the 
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. 
Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as 
improve and expand current operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. 
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional 
farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA 
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these 
producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent 
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by 
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For 
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, contact your FSA County office. 

 
Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, 
Research, and Information Program  
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that soybean producers may request a 
referendum on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order, as authorized under the Soybean 
Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act. Participation in the Request for Referendum 
is voluntary, and producers should only participate if they wish to request a referendum on the 
program. 

The results of the Request for Referendum will be published in a notice in the Federal Register. If at 
least 10 percent of eligible producers, as determined by USDA, participate in the Request for 
Referendum, a referendum will be held within one year from that determination. 

Interested soybean producers may request a referendum during a four-week period beginning on 
May 6 and ending May 31, 2019. Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request 
for Referendum, may be downloaded online, or obtained by mail, fax, or in person from Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) county offices during this time. 

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate county FSA 
office by fax or in person no later than close of business May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail, must 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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be postmarked by midnight May 31, 2019, and received in the county FSA office by close of 
business on June 6, 2019. 

For detailed information, including eligibility, read the full AMS announcement. To find your local 
office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Dates to Remember 
May 1 ---- Deadline for producers to certify their 2018 production for the Market Facilitation 
Program. 

May 10 --- Deadline for producers who elected to participate in LGM-Dairy in 2018 to sign up for the 
limited retroactive MPP-Dairy program. 

May 24 --- Producers have a one-time opportunity to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020 
eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed.   

May 27 --- Memorial Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed. 

May 31 --- Deadline to apply for 2018 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, pulse 
crops. 

June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins. 

July 4 ----- Independence Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed. 

July 15 ---- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; corn, 
grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes and other 
crops. Report perennial forage crops. 

Aug. 1 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/opportunity-request-referendum-soybean-promotion-research-and-information-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNDA1LjQzMjA4NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNDA1LjQzMjA4NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM4ODM4NyZlbWFpbGlkPUNocmlzdGluYS5Db29sZXlAb2gudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPUNocmlzdGluYS5Db29sZXlAb2gudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2019/nr_20190322_rel_001?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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