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A Message from the State Executive 
Director 
With it being such a challenging start to 2019 for our farmers, it is 
encouraging to see planters in action as I travel across the state. I 
know there are still plenty of fields and low spots not in shape yet to 
plant, but it is good that some progress is being made. Please keep 
safety in mind as you rush to work around the weather. 

Our FSA offices across the state continue to maintain a steady, 
speedy pace, to deliver programs to you, our customers. The 
newsletter below is worth your quick read because there are a 
number of important program deadlines on the horizon of which you 
should be aware. Here’s a couple highlights:  

Sign-up for the new Dairy Margin Coverage program, initiated by 
the 2018 Farm Bill, begins June 17. There are decisions to be 
made in enrolling for this program, and USDA has rolled out a web-
based decision support tool to help you out. 

Acreage reporting is required to establish or maintain FSA program 
eligibility. In order to assist us with getting everyone through this 
process by the mid-July deadline, we need to see you in our office 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/246d86a
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soon after you are done planting. Your FSA County office will work 
with you to schedule an appointment. Please note we also need to 
know about any acres you are unable to plant due to the extreme 
weather circumstances. 

Producers have only a few more days to certify 2018 production for 
payments through the Market Facilitation Program.  If you haven’t 
visited your FSA County office to certify your production, please 
remember that May 31 is the deadline. 

Respectfully, 

Leonard Hubert 

 
When Weather Prevents or Damages 
Crops 
When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops, FSA would 
like to remind producers to report the acreage to the FSA office 
within 15 days of the final planting date of the crop. This applies to 
all crops, whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by 
insurance, or covered by FSA's Non-insured Assistance Program 
(NAP). Final planting dates vary among counties and crop types.  

Producers who have their crops insured through a private crop 
insurance company should contact the insurance agent 
immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, a 
CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application, must be completed in person 
at the FSA office, and the prevented and/or failed acres reported.  

 

For those crops covered under FSA's NAP, producers should immediately contact the FSA office to 
report the acres and file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application. Producers with NAP coverage 
should report their losses within 15 calendar days of crop damage from natural disaster. Producers 
of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a 
loss becomes apparent, so the loss can be appraised, and production counted before the crop is 
put into another use, abandoned or destroyed. 

Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be reported to the local FSA 
office. This will provide FSA with a historical record of your crop should disaster assistance become 
available.  

For more information about reporting prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop in the FSA 
office. 

 
USDA Announces March Income over Feed Cost Margin 
Triggers Third 2019 Dairy Safety Net Payment - Dairy Margin 
Coverage Program Sign-Up Begins June 17 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/about-fsa/structure-and-organization/commodity-credit-corporation/current-interest-rates/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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FSA announced the March 2019 income over feed cost margin was $8.85 per hundredweight (cwt.), 
triggering the third payment for dairy producers who purchase the appropriate level of coverage 
under the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy), offers protection to 
dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the 
margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. 

The signup period for DMC opens June 17, 2019. Dairy producers who elect a DMC coverage level 
between $9 and $9.50 would be eligible for a payment for January, February and March 2019. 

For example, a dairy operation that chooses to enroll an established production history of 3 million 
pounds (30,000 cwt.) and elects the $9.50 coverage level on 95 percent of production would receive 
$1,543.75 for March. 

Sample calculation: 
$9.50 - $8.85 margin = $0.65 difference 
$0.65 x 95 percent of production x 2,500 cwt. (30,000 cwt./12) = $1,543.75 

DMC premiums are paid annually. The calculated annual premium for coverage at $9.50 on 95 
percent of a 3-million-pound production history for this example would be $4,275. 

Sample calculation: 
3,000,000 x 95 percent = 2,850,000/100 = 28,500 cwt. x 0.150 premium fee = $4,275 

The dairy operation in the example calculation will pay $4,275 in total premium payments for all of 
2019 and receive $8,170 in DMC payments for January, February and March combined. Additional 
payments will be made if calculated margins remain below the $9.50/cwt level. 

All participants are also required to pay an annual $100 administrative fee in addition to any 
premium, and payments will be subject to a 6.2 percent reduction to account for federal 
sequestration.  Operations making a one-time election to participate in DMC through 2023 are 
eligible to receive a 25 percent discount on their premium for the existing margin coverage rates. 
For the example above, this would reduce the annual premium by $1,068.75. 

Recently, FSA announced the availability of the DMC decision support tool as well as repayment 
options for producers who were enrolled in MPP-Dairy. 

For DMC signup, eligibility and related dairy program information, visit the DMC webpage or contact 
your FSA County office.   

 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
To comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the FSA 
County office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable by: 

May 31, 2019 --- Report Nursery Crop Acreage.  
July 15, 2019 --- Report all your Burley Tobacco, Cabbage (Planted 3/19/18-5/31/18), Corn, Grain 
Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, Tomatoes 
and all other crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops.    
Aug. 15, 2019 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/19-7/20/19).  

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/dmc-decision-tool/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2019/usda-announces-repayment-options-for-producers-with-coverage-in-previous-margin-protection-program-for-dairy?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2019/usda-announces-repayment-options-for-producers-with-coverage-in-previous-margin-protection-program-for-dairy?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Sept. 30, 2019 --- Report Aquaculture. 
Dec. 15, 2019 --- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains. 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, producers are encouraged to 
contact their FSA County office.     

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Dates to Remember 
May 24 --- Producers have a one-time opportunity to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020 
eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed.    
May 27 --- Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
May 31 ---- Deadline for producers to certify their 2018 production for the Market Facilitation 
Program.  
May 31 --- Deadline to apply for 2018 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, pulse 
crops. 
June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins.  
July 4 ----- Independence Day Holiday.   FSA Offices Closed. 
July 15 ---- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; corn, 
grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes and other 
crops. Report perennial forage crops.  
Aug. 1 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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