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Ohio Farm Service 
Agency State Office 

200 North High  
St. Room 540  
Phone: 614-255-2441  
FAX: 855-832-5100 

Acting State Executive 
Director:   
Mark VanHoose 

A Message from the Ohio FSA State 
Office 
The month of March has arrived and even though spring officially 
starts on the 20th, the long, gray winter is coming to a close.  As we 
transition from winter you can certainly feel spring is in the air this 
week.  March brings us the promise of warmer sunny days and 
although farmers don’t have an “off” season, springtime is when the 
work really ramps up for the year.  So please keep safety in mind 
as you work around the weather.  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2c5f383
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Administrative Officer:  
Traci Garza 

Conservation Chief:  
Brandi Koehler 

Farm Loan Chief:  
Darren Metzger 

Price Support Chief:  
Mark VanHoose 

Production Adjustment, 
Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief:  
Matt Kleski 

State Committee Members: 
Trish Levering, Chair  
Ronnie Clifton  
Daryl Knipp  
Chase Powell 

Visit the Ohio FSA website for 
additional information at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Please contact your FSA 
County Office for questions 
specific to your operation. 

Current FSA Farm Loan 
Interest Rates 

Current Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) Interest 
Rates 

We have a great deal of activity going on in our county offices, 
please take a moment to consider whether you have business that 
needs to be addressed with your FSA County office. 

If your farming operation was impacted by the recent winter storms 
in February, please read over the article below as it provides 
information to learn about programs available to help recover from 
crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses. 

We cannot stress the importance of this enough but Monday, 
March 15th is the very important date you do not want to forget 
about!  The deadline for election (the selection of ARC or PLC) 
and enrollment (the signing of a new contract for 2021) is 
March 15. If you have not already completed this process with your 
county FSA office, now is the time to act. Please contact the office 
immediately to begin the process. 

Producers that are interested in growing hemp this upcoming 2021 
growing season are reminded that NAP coverage for hemp is 
available with the 2021 crop year for licensed producers of 
commercial hemp meeting specific requirements, in addition to the 
general requirements that apply to all eligible crops.  NAP provides 
coverage against loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed or CBD 
for the 2021 crop year where no permanent federal crop insurance 
program is available.  Producers may apply for NAP coverage 
through their FSA County office, as the deadline to sign-up for NAP 
coverage is March 15, 2021.  

USDA recently announced the temporary suspension of past-due 
debt collections and foreclosures for FSA borrowers under stress 
due to the ongoing global pandemic. You can learn more details 
about this policy adjustment in the article below. These types of 
situations often aren’t easy to talk about. However, if this applies to 
you, please contact your FSA farm loan official sooner rather than 
later to discuss all the options available to you.  

The USDA has extended the deadline to April 9 for agricultural 
producers to apply for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program 
because of recent winter storms and some clarifications to program 
rules. This program assists producers, including those here in 
Ohio who suffered crop quality losses due to qualifying 2018 and 
2019 natural disasters. 

 

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers while taking 
safety measures in response to the coronavirus outbreak.  While USDA offices are currently closed 
to visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural 
producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your FSA 
County office. 

Additional program details and more in-depth information is provided in our newsletter. 

 
March 15 Deadline to Complete Election & Enrollment for 
2021 Agriculture Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage 
Programs 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FOhio%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800847877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Kvy6152UnF3Caz1X9asrEM5p%2BXW86tv9INfQoItxZVU%3D&reserved=0
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800857832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vVkkWmsnfFbmM4yjl2ElbQEKpUenwxeC9AyMMYIVIG4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800857832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vVkkWmsnfFbmM4yjl2ElbQEKpUenwxeC9AyMMYIVIG4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2021%2Fusda-announces-march-2021-lending-rates-for-agricultural-producers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800857832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YLvLYQ61i5ekWt30xQFIJOuKFUyGo2rTKDVDRmr67Zk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2021%2Fusda-announces-march-2021-lending-rates-for-agricultural-producers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800857832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YLvLYQ61i5ekWt30xQFIJOuKFUyGo2rTKDVDRmr67Zk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2021%2Fusda-announces-march-2021-lending-rates-for-agricultural-producers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800857832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YLvLYQ61i5ekWt30xQFIJOuKFUyGo2rTKDVDRmr67Zk%3D&reserved=0
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Agricultural producers who have not yet elected and enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2021 have until March 15. Producers who have 
not signed a contract or who want to make an election change should contact their local U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Service Center to make an appointment. Right now, about 1.4 
million farms have enrolled, about 81% of expected participation. 

“In times like these, from winter storms to a pandemic, we’re reminded of the importance of 
managing risk,” said Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator of USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). “The 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs provide critical support to farmers to 
protect them from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. If you have not enrolled or made 
elections, please do so by the March 15 deadline.” 

Producers who enrolled for the 2019 crop year received more than $5 billion in payments last fall. If 
an ARC or PLC payment triggers for a particular crop for the 2021 crop year and there is no signed 
2021 contract on file, then the producer is ineligible for that program payment. 

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, seed 
cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Decision Tools 
To help producers make elections, FSA makes program data available to help producers make 
ARC and PLC decisions. 

Additionally, USDA partnered with universities to offer web-based decision tools: 

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the 
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool that allow producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected payments for 2019 and 2020. 

Crop Insurance Considerations 
Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA). Producers who elect and 
enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through 
their Approved Insurance Provider, but producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are 
ineligible for SCO on their planted acres. 

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in ARC for the 
same crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm program election. 

More Information   
For more information on ARC and PLC, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. 

 

 
USDA Extends Application Deadline for the Quality Loss 
Adjustment Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline from March 5 to April 9 for 
agricultural producers to apply for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program because of recent 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Farcplc-program-data%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800867789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=phnGMYdjHnyygtDHzJ32PhrC4%2FVBtEgvwJZYTnhGmyE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800867789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Tn6tcuuvjJzV4N554pBcPa7p25iPyfP%2BISo38ETEO98%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.afpc.tamu.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800877749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JG69jpiMaYwMqT2OQNrort3E1RF%2FnhJlX41LntPXVH0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/arc-plc?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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winter storms and some clarifications to program rules. This program assists producers who 
suffered crop quality losses due to qualifying 2018 and 2019 natural disasters. 

The QLA program assists producers whose eligible crops suffered quality losses due to qualifying 
drought, excessive moisture, flooding, hurricanes, snowstorms, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic 
activity, or wildfires. 

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, 
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are 
in storage may be eligible. 

Assistance is available in counties that received a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or 
Secretarial Disaster Designation, or for drought, a county rated by the U.S. Drought monitor as 
having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher. Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying 
declaration or designation may still apply but must also provide supporting documentation. 

FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated. 

More Information 
FSA began accepting applications on January 6 and has received more than 8,100 applications so 
far. 

To apply, contact your local USDA Service Center. Additional information is also available at 
farmers.gov/quality-loss. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 
877-508-8364. 

 
USDA Delays Signup for Conservation Reserve Program 
Grasslands 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is postponing the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Grasslands signup originally planned to start mid-March. USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) will announce new signup dates in the coming weeks, as the Administration is currently 
evaluating the program and ways to increase enrollment. 

CRP Grasslands helps producers and landowners protect grassland while enabling grazing 
activities to continue. Lands enrolled support grazing operations and promote plant and animal 
biodiversity. Lands are also protected from being developed. Timing of some activities, such as 
haying or mowing, may be restricted by the primary nesting season of birds. 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Ohio Farmers and 
Livestock Producers Impacted by Recent Winter Storms 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides technical and financial assistance to help Ohio 
farmers and livestock producers recover from damages brought on by winter storms Uri and Viola. 
Agricultural producers are encouraged to contact their local USDA Service Center to learn about the 
programs available to help them recover from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses. 

Disaster Assistance  
USDA encourages farmers to contact the FSA county office at the local USDA Service Center to 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/quality-loss?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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apply for eligible programs and to learn which documents, such as farm records, herd inventory, 
receipts and pictures of damages or losses should be provided to help expedite assistance. 

Producers who experience livestock deaths due to the winter storms may be eligible for the 
Livestock Indemnity Program. Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and grazing 
losses. For LIP and ELAP, producers will need to file a notice of loss for livestock and grazing or 
feed losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. 

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers may be eligible for cost-share assistance 
through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes or vines 
lost during the winter storms.  For TAP, a program application must be filed within 90 days. 

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed loans, including operating and emergency loans, 
to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Producers in counties with a primary or 
contiguous disaster designation may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them 
recover from production and physical losses. Loans can help producers replace essential property, 
purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance 
farm-related debts and other needs. 

Risk Management 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing), among others.  To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP 
coverage for 2021 crops and file a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) the earlier of 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date, 
except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or FSA’s NAP should report 
crop damage to their crop insurance agent or FSA office. If they have crop insurance, producers 
should report crop damage to their agent within 72 hours of damage discovery and follow up in 
writing within 15 days. 

Conservation 
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist 
landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged 
farmland or forests. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) also offers programs to help in the 
recovery process. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) can help producers plan 
and implement conservation practices on farms, ranches and working forests impacted by natural 
disasters. 

Assistance for Communities 
Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program, which 
provides assistance to local government sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed 
impairments or hazards such as debris removal and streambank stabilization. Sponsors must 
submit a formal request (via mail or email) to the state conservationist for assistance within 60 days 
of the natural disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the sites is possible. For 
more information, please contact your local District Conservationist or the Ohio NRCS EWP 
Program Manager, Sam West, at samuel.west@usda.gov 

More Information 
On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or loan options. For 
assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800877749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OtAwt8ViBS3g%2FDhIspHGoIjB5uca55WSPRO6dYHnaQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800877749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fbFdkNvFvmkmTJxZsI5fEz3D0oUohLFzdsoZLZEWFN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800877749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fbFdkNvFvmkmTJxZsI5fEz3D0oUohLFzdsoZLZEWFN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assistance-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800887702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=NE6JvRZL9hd%2BTMt159IULUBre1yxRvX%2BU6AqqcOOdgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Femergency-farm-loans%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800887702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=G2FF%2BRPjZhg7R71Oj1jQ7nULs%2BIjvPVa0blQDrT7W90%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/CCC576.PDF?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800897651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=liyaEXIuIycXrkTWgFyF3DJCJRgso%2FjiOYcCnudOKbQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800897651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FwFSuOP7vjcM0Ok%2Fit55XTSVWQIW8fm9jTtPX8ao%2Fqw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-forest-restoration%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800897651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iLKwn71AQhPFGw5aRDj%2FRe5FrYfgxCGrNXvxZ%2BP1oFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2FPA_NRCSConsumption%2Fdownload%3Fcid%3Dnrcseprd1469022%26ext%3Dpdf%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800907619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ThdIvdNEe%2F0gwPW8n52gb6m0%2FD6122SECJTE8YthO%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Ftx%2Fprograms%2Fplanning%2Fewpp%2F%3Fcid%3Dstelprdb1077088%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800907619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BKeDc6IUiaKAVEl%2B5tAWMr6ygY3y1lFjWkmoJTkehUA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Foh%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Fewp%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800917571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9c7LpHF%2Bx9IBc6cWGhhHOQaw3jyANPb6P3MunPhQAL8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:samuel.west@usda.gov
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800917571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=R3lGfUZ4%2FxP4og27caWPa8hDGlEmtm%2BfXK9QFZypjJ8%3D&reserved=0
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insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 
USDA Updates Form Requirement for Conservation Program 
Eligibility Determination 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is informing producers and landowners that they must have 
form CCC-902, the Farm Operating Plan form on file with USDA and receive a determination of 
eligibility if they are participating or applying to participate in certain NRCS conservation programs. 

NRCS and FSA have joint responsibility to administer program payment eligibility and payment 
limitation requirements. To facilitate meeting these requirements, FSA is contacting producers or 
landowners who are currently participating in NRCS programs and do not have a CCC-902 form on 
file. 

Historically, to participate, legal entities could file either the CCC-901 (Member Information form) or 
the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required to file the CCC-902 with FSA. Now, to 
ensure FSA and NRCS are using consistent information about a producer or landowner’s operation, 
all participants, including legal entities and individuals, must file the CCC-902 and receive a 
determination of eligibility to maintain eligibility for certain NRCS conservation programs. 

These changes do not affect applicants or participants that already have a Form CCC-902 and 
received a determination of eligibility from FSA. 

Participants with an existing contract or agreement that do not have a CCC-902 on file with FSA will 
be mailed a letter in the coming weeks, providing information on how to file the form. The letter 
provides options for electronic or in-person submission and requests that the form be completed 
within 30 days of receipt of the letter.  

Fiscal year 2021 is considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS program participants can meet 
this updated filing requirement. Beginning in fiscal year 2022, eligibility to continue to receive 
payments may be affected if the required form is not on file. 

NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers to provide applicants and participants 
with information and assistance to meet this filing requirement.  

 
USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding 
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds are 
targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to strengthen 
agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be eligible for a cost share of 
up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 percent to cover certain conservation 
practices. 

• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the unexpected. 
Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced premiums, application fee 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800917571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=R3lGfUZ4%2FxP4og27caWPa8hDGlEmtm%2BfXK9QFZypjJ8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other incentives for multiple USDA programs 
that support risk management. 

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to 
succeed. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Producers Reminded That Environmental Review Required 
Before Project Implementation 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 
proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local 
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is 
required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

 
USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and Leases 
Survey 
You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the basis for estimates of the 
current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, non-irrigated cropland, and permanent pasture. 
Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases survey by June 21. This survey can be completed 
and returned by mail, over the phone, or at agcounts.usda.gov. 

Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each year. Survey 
responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate rental rates. 
Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey 
results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial planning 
for your agricultural operation. 

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will be 
available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can be identified. 
NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or visit: 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_County/index.php 

 
FSA Reminds Producers of Approaching NAP Deadlines for 
2021 Crops 

https://www.farmers.gov/manage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/manage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FSurveys%2FGuide_to_NASS_Surveys%2FCash_Rents_by_County%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800927529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zvosXvQiknSLR0andnl532%2FP6%2F3HCU9dFifh8mkam0g%3D&reserved=0
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FSA reminds producers who are interested in the 2021 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP), of the need to apply for coverage by the following crop deadline dates. 

• March 15, 2021 is the deadline for 2021 NAP coverage on forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, 
Soybeans, Sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for food.   

• March 15 is also the deadline to purchase NAP coverage for hemp. NAP will be available 
for 2021 to provide insurance-type coverage due to adverse weather conditions. NAP 
provides coverage against loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed, or cannabidiol (CBD) 
for the 2021 crop year where no permanent federal crop insurance program is available. 

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 
NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 
of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production.  NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop 
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.  Buy-up coverage is not available for crops 
intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 
For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 
Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if 
the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a 
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

To help producers learn more about the NAP program and how it can help them, USDA, offers an 
online Web tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. The webtool allows producers to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for coverage and gives producers an opportunity to explore a variety of options 
and levels to determine the best protection level for their operation. 

For more information on NAP coverage or obtain coverage, please contact your FSA County office. 

 
USDA Temporarily Suspends Debt Collections, Foreclosures 
and Other Activities on Farm Loans for Several Thousand 
Distressed Borrowers Due to Coronavirus 
Due to the national public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture recently announced the temporary suspension of past-due debt 
collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the 
Direct Farm Loan programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

USDA will temporarily suspend non-judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or wage garnishments, and 
referring foreclosures to the Department of Justice. USDA will work with the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
to stop judicial foreclosures and evictions on accounts that were previously referred to the 
Department of Justice. Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for producers to respond to loan 
servicing actions, including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and delinquent 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800927529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uS4qW0paqrfLzvmKf4veg%2FyhlPDjSoUZkGJwChrT6p4%3D&reserved=0
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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borrowers. In addition, for the Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have been made available to 
lenders to assist in servicing their customers. 

This announcement by USDA expands previous actions undertaken by the Department to lessen 
financial hardship. According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers—approximately 10% of all 
borrowers—are eligible for the relief. Overall, FSA lends to more than 129,000 farmers and 
producers. 

The temporary suspension is in place until further notice and is expected to continue while the 
national COVID-19 disaster declaration is in place. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several different loans for producers, which fall under two 
main categories: 

• Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commercial lenders, such as banks, the Farm 
Credit System, credit unions and other non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the lender’s 
loan against loss, up to 95%. 

• Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds from the federal government. 

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, Farm Operating and Farm Storage Facility 
Loans, with Microloans for each:  

• Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct a new or 
improve an existing farm or ranch building, pay closing costs and pay for soil and water 
conservation and protection. 

• Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock and equipment and pay for minor real 
estate repairs and annual operating expenses. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans are made directly to producers for the construction of cold or 
dry storage and includes handling equipment and mobile storage such as refrigerated 
trucks. 

• Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, Operating Loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans 
have a shortened application process and reduced paperwork designed to meet the needs 
of smaller, non-traditional and niche-type operations. 

Contact FSA 

FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary 
changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact 
information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing information, access farmers.gov. 

 
Low Interest Commodity Loans Provide Options for 2020 
Crops 
Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL’s) are marketing tools available to producers beginning upon 
harvest and provides interim financing at harvest time to help meet cash flow needs without having 
to sell their commodities until favorable market conditions emerge.  With the current market 
conditions producers who have access to on-farm storage or warehouse storage should consider a 
Marketing Assistance Loan (warehouses must be able to issue acceptable warehouse 
receipts).  Contact our Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office for additional information on 
warehouse loans. 

Producer Eligibility 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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To be eligible for a MAL the producer must: 

• Comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; 
• Submit an acreage report for all cropland on all farms; 
• Have and retain beneficial interest until the loan is repaid or Commodity Credit Corporation 

(CCC) takes title to the commodity; 
• Meet adjusted gross income limitations. 

Commodity Eligibility 

To be eligible for a MAL the commodity must: 

• Be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC; 
• Meet specific CCC minimum grade and quality standards; 
• Merchantable contaminated commodities are eligible for a recourse loan at the full loan 

rate. 

Beneficial Interest 

A producer retains beneficial interest in the commodity if he/she maintains control of the commodity 
and title to the commodity.  Some marketing decisions may cause a producer to lose control and/or 
title to the grain so review specific concerns with the FSA county office. 

Final Availability Dates 

March 31st is the final availability date for a wheat loan.  For instance, producers that harvest a 
wheat crop last summer, have until March 31, 2021 to apply for a wheat loan.   

May 31st is the final availability date for a corn or soybean loan.  For instance, producers that 
harvest a corn and soybean crop this past Fall have until May 31, 2021 to apply for a corn or 
soybean loan.  

Final availability dates for additional crops are available at the FSA county office. 

Loan Rates 

The National loan rates have increased under the 2018 Farm Bill and producers can view the 2020 
national crop loan rates that are eligible for commodity loans.  

Each county’s loan rate will be based off the national loan rates and to view the specific loan rates 
for your county, click on the commodity shown below and after the Adobe PDF opens, select “Ohio” 
to see the specific commodity loan rate. Corn, Grain Sorghum, Soybeans, Wheat By Class, Barley 
and Oats, Wool and Mohair, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Rapeseed, Mustard, Safflower, Sesame 
Seed, Sunflower, and Pulse Crops. 

Interest Rate 

The interest rate charged for commodity loans is set at one percentage point above CCC’s cost of 
borrowing from the U.S. Treasury at the time the loan is made.  After a loan is made, the rate is 
fixed except the interest rate for loans outstanding on January 1, 2021 is adjusted to reflect CCC’s 
cost of borrowing on January 1st, plus one percent.  For instance, the 7-year FSFL interest rate is 
0.875% for March 2021. 

Loan Settlement 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_cropyearnationaverages.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800927529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wbmoe%2BMH56kbZDqcWAusbVAM17DGs0efZHavPOhoDVE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_cropyearnationaverages.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800927529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wbmoe%2BMH56kbZDqcWAusbVAM17DGs0efZHavPOhoDVE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_corsorsoylr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800937486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FHtSJXGTr1tiLoKLpzwhMbvluESTSE5R2wzZh1UnOds%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_wbclr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800937486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=8DXAkut3%2FPvdrEgS9KxCEsDhRmaTX2CE5Ttm3QVh8UA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_baroatlr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800947442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OD%2FexN7m22UwqKtz2McdmYyYsmhQRcoFkUULKrvx%2FPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_baroatlr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800947442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OD%2FexN7m22UwqKtz2McdmYyYsmhQRcoFkUULKrvx%2FPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020%2520Wool%2520-%2520Mohair.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800947442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=XW7LKkUiw%2FvADgDKwIIib6id%2FxxrPBPi7Q217NcZ6uE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_cancraflaraplr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800957398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xX65TNzp%2BJSTgfyC9gBBgiagDf3w3Swr%2F4B3jLrd4CY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_mussafsessunlr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800957398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KvmcH57GTEwRFoBX7D%2B35ck8QBoxyuJ22Sd%2FNp4PyB8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_mussafsessunlr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800957398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KvmcH57GTEwRFoBX7D%2B35ck8QBoxyuJ22Sd%2FNp4PyB8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FPrice-Support%2Fpdf%2F2020%2F2020_pulsecroplr.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800957398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=JKfDbpAPxrRPTi46aH%2Bpe3PqvxIqE4fz%2FgrmRxeXl8U%3D&reserved=0
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MAL’s mature on the last day of the ninth calendar month following the month in which the MAL is 
approved.  A producer may settle an outstanding MAL: 

• Before maturity period by repaying the MAL or; 
• Upon maturity by forfeiting the commodity to CCC. 

For loan eligible commodities a producer may repay a MAL any time during the loan period at the 
lesser of the: 

• Loan rate plus interest or; 
• Alternative loan repayment rate determined by CCC. This is referred to as the Posted 

County Price (PCP).  Prices would have to drop considerably more for this option to be 
viable and can be discussed further by calling or visiting your county FSA office. 

Required Signatures 

In cases where individual producers are applying for MAL’s, spousal signatures are now required on 
loan documents to protect the interest of all parties in the loan making process.  In the past 
producers could sign on behalf of spouses but this option is no longer available.  Spouses have the 
option of waiving interest in the crop to avoid signing loan documents.  FSA has a document that 
can be completed to waive interest. 

Lienholder Waiver 

If you have a lien on the crop FSA has a lien waiver document that lienholders can sign so that loan 
proceeds can be issued directly to the applicant or issued jointly.  Applicants are encouraged to visit 
with crop lienholders before applying for a MAL. 

 
USDA Extends Flexibilities Amid Continuing COVID-19 
Pandemic 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency is extending crop insurance flexibilities for you amid the COVID-
19 pandemic. Specifically, relief provided for electronic notifications and signatures is extended 
through July 15, 2021; organic certification, replant self-certification and assignment of indemnity 
are extended through June 30, 2021. 

RMA is also allowing Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) further flexibilities for production 
reporting, submitting written agreement requests and obtaining producer signatures for written 
agreement offers. Producer signatures for written agreement offers, issued by RMA on or before 
June 30, 2021, with an expiration date on or before July 30, 2021, will allow producer signatures to 
be accepted after the expiration date with proper self-certification or documentation. However, all 
documentation and signatures for these offers must be completed no later than August 2, 2021. 
AIPs also have 30 business days to submit written agreement requests and applicable 
documentation for requests with submission deadlines prior to July 1, 2021. 

For more information about these and other flexibilities, please refer to Manager’s Bulletin MGR 20-
030, RMA’s Frequently Asked Questions, contact your crop insurance agent or visit 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FBulletins-and-Memos%2F2020%2FMGR-20-030%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800967356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OVPOu7eqSXzX5i5LjpVMLEdWPQHo12uMM3hlFj%2Fukmk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FBulletins-and-Memos%2F2020%2FMGR-20-030%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C67fee4471a904eb9c2df08d8e4a84d57%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637510758800967356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=OVPOu7eqSXzX5i5LjpVMLEdWPQHo12uMM3hlFj%2Fukmk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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March 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
Farm Operating Loans, Direct                   -- 1.375%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Direct                  -- 2.750% 
Limited Resource Loans                            -- 5.000%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Down Payment   -- 1.500%  
Emergency Loans                                      -- 2.375%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3 year            -- 0.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5 year            -- 0.500% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7 year            -- 0.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10 year          -- 1.125%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12 year          -- 1.375% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans, 15 year       -- 1.500% 
Commodity Loans                                      -- 1.125% 

 
Dates to Remember 
Mar. 15 --- Deadline to obtain 2021 NAP coverage on spring planted crops. 

Mar. 15 --- Deadline to purchase NAP coverage for hemp. NAP will be available for 2021 to provide 
insurance-type coverage due to adverse weather conditions. NAP provides coverage against loss 
for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed, or cannabidiol (CBD) for the 2021 crop year where no 
permanent federal crop insurance program is available. 

Mar. 15 --- ARC/PLC signup deadline for the 2021 Program Election and Enrollment Closes.  If an 
election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current 
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.  Producers who do not complete enrollment 
by the close of business on March 15 will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2021 crop year and 
will be ineligible to receive a payment should one trigger for an eligible crop. 

Mar. 31 --- Final Availability for 2020 crop wheat, barley, oats, honey loans and LDPs. 

April 9 ---- Deadline to apply for Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) program. 

May 31 --- Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 

May 31 --- Deadline to apply for 2020 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, pulse 
crops. 

July 5 ----- Independence Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 

July 15 --- Primary Nesting Season ends. 

Ongoing - CRP General Signup continues, extended sign-up deadline TBD. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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