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Ohio FSA State Newsletter  -  May 25, 2021  

In this Edition of the Ohio FSA State Newsletter: 
• A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
• Share Your Planting Season Experience for #Plant2021 
• USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program 
• 2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
• In Historic Move, USDA to Begin Loan Payments to Socially Disadvantaged 

Borrowers under American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005 
• CFAP 2 Signup Continues for Additional Enrollment; Updates Additional 

CFAP Provisions 
• USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and Leases Survey 
• When Weather Prevents or Damages Crops  
• Final Loan and LDP Availability Date 
• Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their 

Operation 
• USDA-RMA Announces Implementation of Improvements to Prevented 

Planting Coverage and the Beginning and Veteran Farmer and Rancher 
Program 

• May 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
• Dates to Remember 

 

A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
Welcome to the unveiling of a newly enhanced Ohio FSA Newsletter.  In addition to some 
visual changes, the newsletter along with our County office electronic news bulletins have 
been redesigned with important producer information from our USDA Service Centers and 
sister agencies. 

FSA understands how busy this time of year is for everyone.  As farmers head into the fields, 
whether you are tilling and fertilizing the ground, planting crops, making hay, working 
livestock, or working on numerous other chores, please keep Ohio FSA in mind. 

Acreage reporting is required to establish or maintain FSA program eligibility. In order to assist 
us with getting everyone through this process by the mid-July deadline, we need you to reach 
out to your local FSA County office soon after you finish planting. Your county FSA office will 
work with you to complete your acreage reporting. Please note we also need to know about 
any acres you are unable to plant due to weather circumstances. Updated records will also 
help this process run smoothly. Please contact your office as soon as possible, if you have 
had changes in your farming operation, such as renting new acreage for 2021, dropping 
farms, ownership changes, breaking out new land, and changes to your operation. Updated 
farm records are important to maintain the accuracy and integrity of programs administered by 
FSA.  Please remember to follow the acreage reporting process outlined by your county FSA 
office and get in touch with them as soon as you finish planting. 

Starting April 12, 2021 all USDA FSA Service Centers in Ohio are limiting in-person office 
visits to by-appointment-only. FSA staff also continue to work with customers via phone, email 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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and other digital tools.  To make an in-person or phone appointment, contact your FSA 
County office.  

All Service Center customers wishing to conduct business should call for an appointment. 
Visits to USDA Service Centers will be conducted in a safe manner and focus heavily on 
protecting both employees and customers through proper physical distancing, mask wearing, 
and cleaning.  Visitors will be pre-screened based on health concerns or recent travel and 
must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors will be required to wear a face covering 
during their appointment.  

USDA recently opened enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher 
payment rates, new incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate 
change mitigation. FSA offices across the state are accepting applications for general CRP 
acres. The new deadline will be announced at a later time. To view what these changes are, 
download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet or contact your FSA County office for more 
information. 

A big part of FSA’s role in the Pandemic Assistance for Producers is the reopening of 
applications for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2). This is a direct 
financial assistance program created in response to the impacts of the global pandemic. Most 
crops and livestock raised and grown in Ohio are eligible. We want to be sure producers with 
operations of all sizes and types are aware of the opportunity to apply for this assistance. If 
you haven’t already, please contact your FSA County office to inquire about CFAP 2. 

On May 21, 2021, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency published the 
first notice of funding availability (NOFA), announcing loan payments for eligible borrowers 
with qualifying direct farm loans under the American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005. The 
official NOFA will be published in the Federal Register this week and USDA expects payments 
to begin in early June and continue on a rolling basis. A subsequent notice addressing 
guaranteed loan balances and direct loans that no longer have collateral and have been 
previously referred to the Department of Treasury for debt collection for offset, will be 
published within 120 days.  To learn more about the loan payments to socially disadvantaged 
farmers and ranchers, visit www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan. 

Additional program details and more in-depth information is provided in our newsletter.
 

Share Your Planting Season Experience for 
#Plant2021 
Spring has sprung and it’s planting time! For many, 2020 was the first year they’d ever seen 
an empty shelf at the grocery store. And for the first time, many people realized how much 
they take farming and the people who make it possible for granted. Let’s change that. Let 
Farmers.gov showcase your work by participating in the #Plant2021 campaign. We’ll share 
your stories on social media and our nationwide storymap. Here’s how.

 

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve 
Program 
USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program in Effort to Boost Enrollment 
and Address Climate Change 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665466581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=k9jwM1wsSbNWxPm7YTqTOC2sFOOMC5Pfw128JM%2FkPBk%3D&reserved=0
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/05/21/historic-move-usda-begin-loan-payments-socially-disadvantaged?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/final-draft-arpa-section-1005-direct-loan-nofa-0520.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/final-draft-arpa-section-1005-direct-loan-nofa-0520.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farcg.is%2F0Lq1z5%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665476533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=TTEl5KnrwCxRedg%2BxRUUWamR8%2FP4rsCeHdsdwbsmp2A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/farm-life/share-your-planting-season-experience-plant2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/connect/blog/farm-life/share-your-planting-season-experience-plant2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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USDA will open enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment 
rates, new incentives, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change 
mitigation. Additionally, USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to increase climate-
smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials. Secretary 
Vilsack recently made the announcement at the White House National Climate Task Force 
meeting to demonstrate USDA’s commitment to putting American agriculture and forestry at 
the center of climate-smart solutions to address climate change.  

The Biden-Harris Administration is working to leverage USDA conservation programs for 
climate mitigation, including continuing to invest in innovation partnership programs like RCPP 
and On-Farm Trials as well as strengthening programs like CRP to enhance their impacts. 

Conservation Reserve Program 

USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates and 
expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the program. 
CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long track record of 
preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as well providing 
healthy habitat for wildlife. 

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in the 
program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). If 
USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the program, it will 
mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent 90 million pounds of 
nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our waterways each year. 

CRP’s long-term goal is to establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality, 
improve soil health and carbon sequestration, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife 
habitat. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a number of signups, including the general 
signup and continuous signup, which are both open now, as well as a CRP Grasslands and 
pilot programs focused on soil health and clean water. 

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive  

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon 
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include 
establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland 
restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the 
benefits of each practice type. 

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives 

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled. 
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase 
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is: 

• Adjusting soil rental rates. This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments, 
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate. 

• Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%. This incentive for 
continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in addition to 
cost share payments. 
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• Increasing payments for water quality practices. Rates are increasing from 10% to 
20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP 
continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter strips. 

• Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate. This benefits more than 1,300 
counties with rates currently below the minimum. 

Enhanced Natural Resource Benefits 

To boost impacts for natural resources, FSA is: 

• Moving State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) practices to the CRP 
continuous signup. Unlike the general signup, producers can sign up year-round for 
the continuous signup and be eligible for additional incentives. 

• Establishing National Grassland Priority Zones. This aims to increase enrollment 
of grasslands in migratory corridors and environmentally sensitive areas. 

• Making Highly Erodible Land Initiative (HELI) practices available in both the 
general and continuous signups. 

Expanding Prairie Pothole Soil Health and Watershed Programs  

CRP has two pilot programs ― the Soil Health and Income Protection Program (SHIPP) and 
the Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers 30-year contracts (CLEAR30). 

• For SHIPP, which is a short-term option (3, 4, or 5-year contracts) for farmers to plant 
cover on less productive agricultural lands, FSA will hold a 2021 signup in the Prairie 
Pothole states. 

• The CLEAR30 pilot, a long-term option through CRP, will be expanded from the Great 
Lakes and Chesapeake Bay pilot regions to nationwide. 

Increasing Technical Assistance Capacity and Impact Measurement 

USDA technical assistance through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is 
critical to enable producers to plan and implement conservation practices that are appropriate 
for their needs. To ensure increased enrollment and support for producers, USDA is 
increasing NRCS technical assistance capacity for CRP by $140 million. 

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA will invest 
$10 million in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to measure 
and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of conservation practices over the 
life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to further refine the program and 
practices to provide producers tools for increased climate resilience. 

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet.  

 
 
2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
To comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to contact 
their FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665476533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8GZOssARiL6vu%2Bnnrd4DyxGc0DwAIfl1WFmQ2mMd%2BJo%3D&reserved=0
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May 31, 2021 --- Report Nursery Crop Acreage.  
July 15, 2021 --- Report all your Burley Tobacco, Cabbage (Planted 3/19/21-5/31/21), Corn, 
Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, 
Tomatoes and all other crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops and Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acreage.  
Aug. 15, 2021 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/21-7/20/21).  
Sept. 30, 2021 --- Report Aquaculture. other Fall-Seeded Small Grains. 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Please contact your FSA office as soon as possible, if you have had changes in your farming 
operation -- such as renting new acreage for 2021, dropping farms, ownership changes, 
breaking out new land, and changes to your operation. Updated farm records are important to 
maintain the accuracy and integrity of programs administered by FSA. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice 
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting 
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt 
from the certifying agent. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County 
FSA office.

 

In Historic Move, USDA to Begin Loan Payments to 
Socially Disadvantaged Borrowers under American 
Rescue Plan Act Section 1005 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) published the first notice of 
funding availability (NOFA) (PDF, 242 KB) announcing loan payments for eligible borrowers 
with qualifying direct farm loans under the American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005. The 
official NOFA will be published in the Federal Register early this week and USDA expects 
payments to begin in early June and continue on a rolling basis. A subsequent notice 
addressing guaranteed loan balances and direct loans that no longer have collateral and have 
been previously referred to the Department of Treasury for debt collection for offset, will be 
published within 120 days. 

Section 1005 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) provides funding and 
authorization for USDA FSA to pay up to 120 percent of direct and guaranteed loan 
outstanding balances as of January 1, 2021, for socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-inspection.federalregister.gov%2F2021-11155.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665486488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=1CIlVfUduTIypp3c2%2BL9uxm%2BAQBMCLOAlPJ31tssma8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-inspection.federalregister.gov%2F2021-11155.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665486488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=1CIlVfUduTIypp3c2%2BL9uxm%2BAQBMCLOAlPJ31tssma8%3D&reserved=0
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as defined in Section 2501(a) of the Food, Agriculture Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 
U.S.C. 2279(a)). Section 2501(a) defines a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher as a 
farmer or rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group, which is further defined 
as a group whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their 
identity as members of a group without regard to their individual qualities. Qualifying loans as 
part of today’s announcement are certain direct loans under the Farm Loan Programs (FLP) 
and Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL). 

For much of the history of the USDA, socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have faced 
discrimination—sometimes overt and sometimes through deeply embedded rules and 
policies—that have prevented them from achieving as much as their counterparts who do not 
face these documented acts of discrimination. Over the past 30 years, several major civil 
rights lawsuits have compensated farmers for specific acts of discrimination—including 
Pigford I and Pigford II, Keepseagle, and the Garcia cases. However, those settlements and 
other related actions did not address the systemic and cumulative impacts of discrimination 
over a number of decades that the American Rescue Plan now begins to address. 

Sections 1005 and 1006 of ARPA provide USDA with new tools to address longstanding 
inequities for socially disadvantaged borrowers. Section 1006 of ARPA provides additional 
funding to begin long-term racial equity work within USDA, including to address heirs property 
claims and to stand up an Equity Commission to identify barriers to access USDA 
programming. 

To learn more about the loan payments to socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, 
visit www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan.

 

CFAP 2 Signup Continues for Additional 
Enrollment; Updates Additional CFAP Provisions 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that 
signup has reopened for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as part of the 
Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. The initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 
2020, but USDA has reopened sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning April 5, 
2021, for producers to apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 2 applications. 

CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated 
costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of 
commodities – Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit 
farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a full list of eligible commodities for each category. 

Price Trigger Commodities Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a 
minimum 5-percent price decline over a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops 
include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. 
Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented planting and 
experimental acres. 

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 
production. 

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 
2020. The milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA. 

https://www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the 
maximum owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected 
by the producer, between April 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020. 

Flat-rate Crops Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not 
have data available to calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on 
eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple 
(ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, 
rapeseed, and several others. 

Sales Commodities Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops 
and floriculture; other commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, 
turfgrass sod; pullets; goat milk; mink (including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock 
(excluding breeding stock), not included under the price trigger category that were grown for 
food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where 
producers are paid based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales, and 
crop insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), and 
Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) payments for crop year 2019. 

Applying for CFAP 2 Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, producer 
eligibility, payment limitations and structure and additional program resources. 

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online application 
portal and by working directly with the FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support 
with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA 
employee ready to offer assistance. 

Additional CFAP Payments for Beef and Row-Crop Producers The Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021, authorizes an increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. Cattle 
producers with approved CFAP 1 applications will automatically receive these payments and 
do not need to submit a new application since payments are based on previously approved 
CFAP 1 applications. Producers may be asked for additional information depending on how 
they filed the original application. Information on the additional payment rates for cattle can be 
found on farmers.gov/cfap. 

This act also authorized additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible 
CFAP 2 flat-rate or price trigger commodities. FSA will automatically issue payments to 
eligible producers based on the eligible acres included on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible 
producers do not need to submit a new CFAP 2 application. 

Additional CFAP Actions FSA has also begun payment processing applications filed as part 
of the CFAP Additional Assistance program in the following categories: 

• Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod; 
• A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a non-

Actual Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 Agriculture 
Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the calculation; and 

• Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program Plus payments. 

Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP Additional 
Assistance remain on hold and are likely to require modifications to the regulation as part of 
the broader evaluation and future assistance; however, FSA will continue to accept 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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applications from interested producers.
 

USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and 
Leases Survey 
You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the basis 
for estimates of the current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, non-irrigated 
cropland, and permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases survey by 
June 21. This survey can be completed and returned by mail, over the phone, or at: 
agcounts.usda.gov. 

Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each year. Survey 
responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate rental rates. 
Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey 
results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial 
planning for your agricultural operation. 

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will be 
available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can be 
identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or visit: 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_County/index.
php

 

When Weather Prevents or Damages Crops  
When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops, FSA would like to remind producers 
to report the acreage to the FSA office within 15 days of the final planting date of the crop. 
This applies to all crops, whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by insurance, or 
covered by FSA's Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP). Final planting dates vary among 
counties and crop types.   

Producers who have their crops insured through a private crop insurance company should 
contact the insurance agent immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, 
a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application, must be completed in person at the FSA office, and 
the prevented and/or failed acres reported.   

For those crops covered under FSA's NAP, producers should immediately contact the FSA 
office to report the acres and file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application. Producers with NAP 
coverage should report their losses within 15 calendar days of crop damage from natural 
disaster.  Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA 
within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent, so the loss can be appraised, and 
production counted before the crop is put into another use, abandoned or destroyed.  

Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be reported to the local 
FSA office. This will provide FSA with a historical record of your crop should disaster 
assistance become available.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FSurveys%2FGuide_to_NASS_Surveys%2FCash_Rents_by_County%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665486488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=odyRZKNmuHSPOVq853JbhLQNsPg5IWm0s8mxnlrGFmc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FSurveys%2FGuide_to_NASS_Surveys%2FCash_Rents_by_County%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665486488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=odyRZKNmuHSPOVq853JbhLQNsPg5IWm0s8mxnlrGFmc%3D&reserved=0
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For more information about reporting prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop in the 
FSA office.

 

Final Loan and LDP Availability Date 
Producers are reminded that the final commodity loan and LDP availability date for 2020 Crop 
Year Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Safflower Seed, Small 
Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower seed will be June 1, 2021.  

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and producers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance 
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can 
help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to 
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will be receive information on farm loans that 
best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These 
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking 
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan 
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with 
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My 
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, 
payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that 
can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your County FSA office or visit farmers.gov.
 

USDA-RMA Announces Implementation of 
Improvements to Prevented Planting Coverage and 
the Beginning and Veteran Farmer and Rancher 
Program 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) improvements to prevented planting coverage and 
to the beginning and veteran farmer and rancher program took effect on November 30 for crop 
year 2021. These improvements, among others, were made to the Common Crop Insurance 
Policy Basic Provisions. 

Improvements to prevented planting coverage include: 

• Expanding the “1 in 4” requirement nationwide, requiring producers to plant, insure 
and harvest acreage in at least one of the four most recent crop years. 

• Making modifications to ensure that producers’ prevented planting payments 
adequately reflect the crops the producer intended to plant. 

• For more information, see the previous announcement and these Frequently Asked 
Questions. 

The improvement to the beginning and veteran farmer and rancher program will allow 
participants with farming experience to use the Actual Production History (APH) of the 
previous producer, with permission, on newly acquired land. Previously, the APH could only 
be used if the beginning or veteran farmer or rancher was involved on the specific acreage 
acquired. 

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus. More information can be found 
at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

May 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
Farm Operating Loans, Direct                  -- 1.750%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Direct                 -- 3.250% 
Limited Resource Loans                           -- 5.000%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Down Payment  -- 1.500%  
Emergency Loans                                     -- 2.750%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3 year           -- 0.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5 year           -- 0.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7 year           -- 1.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10 year         -- 1.625%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12 year         -- 1.750% 
Commodity Loans                                     -- 1.125%

 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#step-1
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FNews-Room%2FPress%2FNational-News-Archive%2F2020-News%2F2020-News%2FUSDA-Works-with-Stakeholders-to-Improve-Prevented-Planting-Coverage%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665496443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ajNiExL%2BrHDYVai0iLFglVrLD1YhhHX%2FYlyxUPYrY1g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FNews-Room%2FFrequently-Asked-Questions%2FPrevented-Planting-Program-Changes%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665496443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=nWqxEgNpKLX3I%2Bl52ND9YAbU4svlmNNJ7uGpWa9lPDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FNews-Room%2FFrequently-Asked-Questions%2FPrevented-Planting-Program-Changes%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665496443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=nWqxEgNpKLX3I%2Bl52ND9YAbU4svlmNNJ7uGpWa9lPDk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Dates to Remember 
May 31 --- Memorial Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
June 1 --- Deadline to apply for 2020 commodity loans and LDP's on feed grains, soybeans, 
pulse crops. 
June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins. 
July 5 ----- Independence Day Holiday.  FSA Offices Closed. 
July 15 ---- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; 
corn, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes 
and other crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage. 
July 15 --- Primary Nesting Season ends. 
Aug. 1 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 
Ongoing -- CRP General Signup continues, extended sign-up deadline TBD. 
Ongoing -- Re-opening of Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 2 as FSA will 
accept new and modified CFAP 2 applications.  Deadline to sign-up will be announced at a 
later date.

 

 

Ohio FSA State Office 
200 North High Street  

Room 540 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Phone: 614-255-2441 
Visit the Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Acting State Executive Director: 
Mark VanHoose  

Administrative Officer: 
Traci Garza 

Conservation Chief: 
Brandi Koehler 

Farm Loan Chief: 
Darren Metzger 

Price Support Chief: 
Mark VanHoose 

Production Adjustment / Compliance and 
Risk Management Chief: 
Matt Kleski 

FSA State Committee Members: 
Trish Levering, Chair  

Ronnie Clifton  
Daryl Knipp  

Chase Powell 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FOhio%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ceca135e45d1c405aebbe08d91f858943%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637575480665506399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=8mxuulP%2FKz7aaCC9PUHggyqHkkR5G6tOlukXy87Uhp0%3D&reserved=0
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