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Ohio FSA State Newsletter - June 10, 2021  

In This Edition of the Ohio FSA State Newsletter: 

• A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
• Producers with Crop Insurance to Receive Premium Benefit for Cover 

Crops 
• Nominations Open June 15 for the 2021 County Committee Elections 
• USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for Community Compost and 

Food Waste Reduction 
• Grants for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 
• USDA Announces New Initiative to Quantify Climate Benefits of 

Conservation Reserve Program 
• 2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
• Producers are Encouraged to Report and File a Notice of Loss for 

Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 
• June 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
• Dates to Remember 

 

A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
We want to remind everyone again that our FSA county offices continue to busy with spring 
acreage certification and they need to hear from you as soon as you are finished with 
planting.  Ohio has thousands and thousands of customers to get through the acreage 
reporting process so the sooner you contact your FSA office, the better.  This includes those 
of you with perennial forage (pasture) and CRP acres.  Please remember to follow the 
acreage reporting process outlined by your FSA County office and get in touch with them as 
soon as you finish planting. 

Producers who have coverage under most crop insurance policies are eligible for a premium 
benefit from the USDA if they planted cover crops during this crop year. The Pandemic 
Cover Crop Program (PCCP), offered by USDA’s RMA, helps farmers maintain their cover 
crop systems, despite the financial challenges posed by the pandemic.  The PCCP is part of 
USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, a bundle of programs to bring financial 
assistance to farmers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 market disruptions.  

To receive the benefit for the PCPP program, producers must file a Report of Acreage form 
(FSA-578) for cover crops with their FSA County office by June 15, 2021, which is distinct 
from the normal acreage reporting date. The normal acreage reporting deadline with FSA has 
not changed, but to receive the premium benefit, producers must file by June 15.  Additional 
details are provided in our newsletter. 

FSA continues signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2). CFAP 2 
provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated costs 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/fsa0578manual-190822v01-uni.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/fsa0578manual-190822v01-uni.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – 
Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit 
farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a full list of eligible commodities for each category. 

The nomination period for FSA county committees will open from June 15 through August 
2.  Each county office is looking for producers to serve on the local county committee.  County 
committees are unique to FSA and serve as a direct link between agricultural communities 
across the country and USDA. Producers who serve on committees work to make FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  Are you interested?  Contact your 
FSA County office to see which area in your county is up for election. Nomination forms can 
be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections or from any FSA county office. 

We want to offer a note of thanks to you, our Ohio customers. It is been a stressful and 
challenging time in agriculture, and while our offices and staff are here to help you, we’ve had 
to do so under unique circumstances and different models of service delivery due to the 
impact of COVID-19.  We appreciate your patience and adaptation to using our office drop 
boxes, email, and other online tools.  We wish you the best as you wrap-up planting and move 
on to spraying, cultivating, and haying season. 

Additional program details and more in-depth information is provided in our newsletter. 

 
Producers with Crop Insurance to Receive 
Premium Benefit for Cover Crops 
Agricultural producers who have coverage under most crop insurance policies are eligible for 
a premium benefit from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) if they planted cover crops 
during this crop year. The Pandemic Cover Crop Program (PCCP), offered by USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA), helps farmers maintain their cover crop systems, despite the 
financial challenges posed by the pandemic. 

The PCCP is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, a bundle of 
programs to bring financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact 
of COVID-19 market disruptions. 

About the Premium Benefit 

PCCP provides premium support to producers who insured their spring crop with most 
insurance policies and planted a qualifying cover crop during the 2021 crop year. The 
premium support is $5 per acre, but no more than the full premium owed. 

Illinois, Indiana and Iowa have existing programs for producers to receive a premium benefit 
for planting cover crops. In these states, participating producers will receive an additional 
benefit. 

All cover crops reportable to FSA are eligible and include cereals and other grasses, legumes, 
brassicas and other non-legume broadleaves, and mixtures of two or more cover crop species 
planted at the same time.  

To receive the benefit for this program, producers must file a Report of Acreage form (FSA-
578) for cover crops with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) by June 15, 2021, which is 
distinct from the normal acreage reporting date. The normal acreage reporting deadline with 
FSA has not changed, but to receive the premium benefit, producers must file by June 15. 
The cover crop fields reported on the Report of Acreage form must match what the producer 

https://www.farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450914824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=b1jDjb7QChD2z%2BoYxLiL9u4VVlgYl4kqrNB%2B%2FCr0lww%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/fsa0578manual-190822v01-uni.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-05/fsa0578manual-190822v01-uni.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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reported to their insurance company for crop insurance policies. To file the form, producers 
must contact and make an appointment with their local USDA Service Center. 

Program Details 

Certain policies are not eligible because they have underlying coverage, which would already 
receive the benefit or are not designed to be reported in a manner consistent with the Report 
of Acreage form (FSA-578). PCCP is not available for Whole-Farm Revenue Protection, 
Enhanced Coverage Option, Hurricane Insurance Protection – Wind Index, and Supplemental 
Coverage Option. Stacked Income Protection (STAX) and Margin Protection (MP) policies are 
only eligible for PCCP when insured as a standalone policy. STAX and MP endorsements to 
underlying policies are not eligible for PCCP. 

PCCP does not change acreage reporting dates, reporting requirements, or any other terms of 
the crop insurance policy. 

Cover Crop Conservation Practice Standard 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has made the 
determination not to update its conservation practice standard for cover crops. NRCS 
originally proposed restricting mechanical harvest of cover crops, but after reviewing input 
from agricultural producers and groups, NRCS recognizes this could present challenges for 
producers who use this important conservation practice. The latest version of the conservation 
practice standard can be found in the Field Office Technical Guide under Section IV, 
Conservation Practices and Supporting Documents, by State. 

More Information 

A Notice of Funding Availability was posted on the Federal Register. Additional information on 
PCCP, including frequently asked questions, can be found at farmers.gov/pandemic-
assistance/cover-crops. 

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus while continuing to support 
producers, working through AIPs to deliver services, including processing policies, claims and 
agreements. RMA staff are working with AIPs and other customers by phone, mail and 
electronically to continue supporting crop insurance coverage for producers. Farmers with 
crop insurance questions or needs should continue to contact their insurance agents about 
conducting business remotely (by telephone or email). More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Nominations Open June 15 for the 2021 County 
Committee Elections 
FSA encourages all farmers and FSA program participants to take part in their County 
Committee nomination and election process.  FSA’s county committees are a critical 
component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local 
administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local 
decision making and farm program delivery process. 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/details
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2021-11603%2Ffunding-availability-pandemic-cover-crop-program%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450924780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ZF6Gm4R2QNpSsowEulqlzqAQ3f0NKwvk3sB51o5Mtn8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cover-crops/pccp-faq?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cover-crops?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cover-crops?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative 
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these 
committees are open for election each year. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of 
underserved farmers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority 
farmers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
service center by Aug. 2, 2021. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office and additional 
information is available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 
USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for 
Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of up to $2 million for 
local governments to host Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot 
projects for fiscal year 2021. The cooperative agreements support projects that develop and 
test strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste 
reduction plans and they are part of USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture. 

USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (Office) will accept applications 
on Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 16, 2021. Projects should span two years 
with a start date of September 25, 2021 and completion date of September 25, 2023. 

“Finding ways to turn food waste into nutrient rich compost is a win-win for farmers, 
communities and the environment,” Deputy Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation Gloria Montaño Greene said. “The level of enthusiasm and creativity 
communities are putting towards this kind of problem solving is inspiring, and USDA is proud 
to support it.” 

Details Cooperative agreements support projects led by local governments that: 

• Generate compost. 
• Increase access to compost for agricultural producers. 
• Reduce reliance on and limit the use of fertilizer. 
• Improve soil quality. 
• Encourage waste management and permaculture business development. 
• Increase rainwater absorption. 
• Reduce municipal food waste. 
• Divert food waste from landfills. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will provide assistance for 
conservation related activities. 

Priority will be given to projects that anticipate or demonstrate economic benefits, incorporate 
plans to make compost easily accessible to farmers, including community gardeners, integrate 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcoc_election_eligibility-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450924780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=yh5oVfhI3x1ohKQDxLjfqYTa16aJ66MtvfU0hxDTJh8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450934734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=WPWMgeKGLSPjWcNN451TvQr3aRNUGg4XtUxbp%2BbdJAM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2Fweb%2Fgrants%2Fview-opportunity.html%3FoppId%3D333589%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450934734%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=xX4Ld%2Ficd9atB4xVnbxQbqqLsu4114vZbRoMzh5Y3aQ%3D&reserved=0
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other food waste strategies, including food recovery efforts and collaborate with multiple 
partners. 

This is the second year the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovation Production offered this 
grant opportunity. 

Webinar A pre-recorded webinar will provide an overview of the cooperative agreements’ 
purpose, project types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting an application. The 
webinar will be posted at farmers.gov/urban.     

More Information Questions about this cooperative agreement opportunity can be sent to 
UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov. 

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established through the 2018 
Farm Bill, and in addition to these grant opportunities, it offers grant and engagement 
opportunities. It includes representatives from many USDA agencies, including the Farm 
Service Agency and the Agricultural Marketing Service, and is led by NRCS. More information 
is available at farmers.gov/urban.  Additional resources that may be of interest to urban 
agriculture entities include NIFA grants, FSA loans and AMS grants to improve domestic and 
international opportunities for U.S. growers and producers. 

 
Grants for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced earlier the availability of up to $4 
million for grants to support the development of urban agriculture and innovative production 
projects. USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovation Production is accepting proposals 
for planning and innovation projects, and these grants are part of USDA’s broader efforts to 
support urban agriculture. USDA will accept applications on Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. 
Eastern Time on July 30, 2021. 

Implementation Projects Implementation projects that accelerate existing and emerging 
models of urban, indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. Projects 
will improve local food access and collaborate with partner organizations and may support 
infrastructure needs, emerging technologies, educational endeavors and urban farming policy 
implementation. Example of a previous implementation projects include Cleveland’s own 
Famicos Foundation: 

• Famicos Foundation works to improve lives in greater Cleveland through 
neighborhood revitalization, affordable housing, and integrated social services. The 
project will reinvigorate the garden at the Michael R. White STEM School using 
emerging technologies to produce healthy, fresh food for area residents, provide a 
STEM education opportunity, offer jobs to local youth, and generate income at 
Famicos’ Gateway 105 Market. 

Planning Projects Planning projects initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, 
government officials, schools and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects 
may target areas of food access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, 
urban agroforestry or food forests, and development of policies related to zoning and other 
needs of urban production. 

https://www.farmers.gov/urban?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov
http://www.farmers.gov/urban?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnifa.usda.gov%2Fprogram%2Fuie-ag%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450944693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2Fcjppa42RPvBZF67s7qHt27q8tajdoUvRomXs2LfOg4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450944693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=XcX6hBlL%2Fg1qgrRDxiiyTGOyngYdN6vU8Kr2qf7JNks%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450954648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=j%2BD5r4Ium22npd5CL3qTwXQ4DV2ThUu33NhMRHeSO7o%3D&reserved=0
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This is the second year USDA offered this grant opportunity. Examples of previous planning 
projects include: 

• The City of New Haven, Connecticut is developing the first New Haven Urban 
Agriculture Master Plan. The plan will be used to access land and opportunities to 
increase the production and sale of locally grown foods, build community, improve 
public health and well-being and provide economic opportunity, particularly in areas 
with vacant land and limited food access. 

• California’s Center for Land-Based Learning is producing a comprehensive urban 
agriculture assessment of West Sacramento, mapping and documenting current 
activities, identifying opportunities for growth, and making recommendations to bolster 
the layers of positive impact urban agriculture has on communities. 

Webinar A pre-recorded webinar will provide an overview of the grants’ purpose, project 
types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting an application. The webinar will be 
posted at farmers.gov/urban.  

 
USDA Announces New Initiative to Quantify 
Climate Benefits of Conservation Reserve Program 
Proposals for CRP Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative Due July 2 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced an 
initiative to quantify the climate benefits of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts. 
This multi-year effort will enable USDA to better target CRP toward climate outcomes and 
improve existing models and conservation planning tools while supporting USDA’s goal of 
putting American agriculture and forestry at the center of climate-smart solutions to address 
climate change. 

CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation Projects 

FSA has historically worked with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity, wildlife 
and rural economies. The agency will now invest $10 million through this program to measure 
and monitor the soil carbon sequestration and other climate and environmental benefits of 
conservation practices over the life of CRP contracts. 

This effort will allow USDA to better target climate outcomes through CRP while gaining 
critical data to calibrate, validate and further improve quantification methods within existing 
models and tools. One model of focus is the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which 
simulates the movement of carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the 
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-Farm 
and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon sequestration 
and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management scenarios. 

Request for Proposals 

USDA is seeking proposals for projects to survey, sample and measure the climate benefits of 
land enrolled in the following CRP practice types over time: 

• Predominately Perennial grass with legumes and shrubs, depending on the practice 
• Tree 

https://www.farmers.gov/urban?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fnatural-resources-analysis%2Fmae-reports-and-articles%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450954648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=FBQW%2Fjyhy2Aa%2BxJ92hTW7fEsbrAxGneItrrwSZx04E0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fnatural-resources-analysis%2Fmae-reports-and-articles%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450954648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=FBQW%2Fjyhy2Aa%2BxJ92hTW7fEsbrAxGneItrrwSZx04E0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fghgemissions%2Finventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450954648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2FZo%2B%2F%2BHzPyfB7msv%2BEc7xL6IUQCO8zkBFqP04BX%2FBpg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomet-farm.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450964607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=SMQoWYlrE1himK0slkVIG4gO3bP1b4hKOchcGXDRtoc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomet-planner.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450964607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2BD9Rngj4cCVtb2qD%2F9KNMkXT1HpeUHEqHInY6D4pxeA%3D&reserved=0
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• Wetland, including both mineral and organic soils and both floodplain and non-
floodplain wetlands 

A project can cover one or more of the above practice types and should be for a three- to five-
year term, with the potential for renewal. Projects should be a minimum of $1 million and not 
exceed $9 million. 

Applications are welcome from all types of organizations, including public, private and 
nonprofit institutions. Project proposals can be from a single entity or from a group of partners 
who coordinate efforts. Applications from or in partnership with Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities (HBCU), Tribal Colleges & Universities (TCU) and Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
(HSI) or organizations will be considered as part of the selection process. 

The deadline for proposals is July 2, 2021. Visit the request for proposals for more information 
on requirements, project deliverables, evaluation criteria and how to submit your proposal. 
Visit FSA’s Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation page for additional information on CRP 
MAEs. 

Conservation Reserve Program 

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with an established track 
record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing 
healthy habitat for wildlife. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree 
to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve 
environmental health and quality. Land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with the option of 
re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and continuous 
signup – both currently open – as  well as CRP Grasslands and pilot programs focused on soil 
health and clean water. 

In April, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new incentives for 
environmental practices and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change 
mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and 
continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and permanent 
grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. Download our “What’s New” 
fact sheet to learn more about program updates. 

 
2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
To comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to contact 
their FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for: 

May 31, 2021 --- Report Nursery Crop Acreage.  
July 15, 2021 --- Report all your Burley Tobacco, Cabbage (Planted 3/19/21-5/31/21), Corn, 
Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, 
Tomatoes and all other crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops and Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acreage.  
Aug. 15, 2021 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/21-7/20/21).  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FConservation%2FPDF%2Fcrp-mae-climate-rfp.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450974560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=hg0COcoUyCGDkH5MQF2RGPvfvbPZXJvxD3a2VNWA4jE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Feconomic-and-policy-analysis%2Fnatural-resources-analysis%2Fmae-reports-and-articles%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450974560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=zIB%2BvtRvGIVclYPxTEwik%2Bf33S%2F5r1bxoXuSAwtBXnM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450974560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=2z%2BuyfwpeMrWXgFD9toFFpD4zH58vIUP3cSDbFy4RSs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2021%2Fusda-expands-and-renews-conservation-reserve-program-in-effort-to-boost-enrollment-and-address-climate-change%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450984516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=jAbwV0q3Gs%2B0nCu4kEzg0TLTZzooKS8OplpE%2BcDMGuw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450984516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=u6NXRxqwl0WQZpkdkxIQQiC9N%2B4EYSzCItRQjQW8uHU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fcrp-whats-new-fact-sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450984516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=u6NXRxqwl0WQZpkdkxIQQiC9N%2B4EYSzCItRQjQW8uHU%3D&reserved=0
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Sept. 30, 2021 --- Report Aquaculture.  
Dec. 15, 2021 ---- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains. 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Please contact the office as soon as possible, if you have had changes in your farming 
operation -- such as renting new acreage for 2021, dropping farms, ownership changes, 
breaking out new land, and changes to your operation. Updated farm records are important to 
maintain the accuracy and integrity of programs administered by FSA. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice 
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting 
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt 
from the certifying agent. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County 
FSA office. 

 
Producers are Encouraged to Report and File a 
Notice of Loss for Prevented Planting and Failed 
Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following 
the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented 
the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to 
report failed acres. 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss 
through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first 
becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. 
If you notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still 
required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses. 

For more information, contact your County FSA office. 

 
June 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
Farm Operating Loans, Direct                   -- 1.875%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Direct                  -- 3.250% 
Limited Resource Loans                            -- 5.000%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Down Payment   -- 1.500%  
Emergency Loans                                      -- 2.875%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3 year            -- 0.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5 year            -- 0.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7 year            -- 1.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10 year          -- 1.625%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12 year          -- 1.750% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans, 15 year       -- 2.000% 
Commodity Loans                                      -- 1.125% 

 
Dates to Remember 
June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins. 

June 15 -- Final date for Producers with crop insurance to certify 2021 cover crops. 

July 5 ----- Independence Day Holiday.  USDA Service Centers are Closed. 

July 15 ---- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; 
corn, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes 
and other crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage. 

July 15 --- Primary Nesting Season ends. 

Aug. 2 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 

Aug. 31 --- Deadline to obtain 2021 NAP coverage for Aquaculture, Christmas trees, 
Floriculture, Ginseng, Mushrooms, Turf grass Sod and Watercress. 

Sept. 6 ---- Labor Day Holiday. USDA Service Centers are Closed. 

Ongoing -- CRP General Signup continues, extended sign-up deadline TBD. 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Ongoing -- Re-opening of Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 2 as FSA will 
accept new and modified CFAP 2 applications.  Deadline to sign-up will be announced at a 
later date. 

 

Ohio FSA State Office 
200 North High Street   

Room 540  
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Phone: 614-255-2441  
Visit the Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Acting State Executive Director: Mark 
VanHoose  

Administrative Officer:  
Traci Garza 

Conservation Chief:  
Brandi Koehler 

Farm Loan Chief:  
Darren Metzger 

Price Support Chief:  
Mark VanHoose 

Production Adjustment / Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief:  
Matt Kleski 

FSA State Committee Members:  
Trish Levering, Chair  

Ronnie Clifton  
Daryl Knipp  

Chase Powell 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FOhio%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb71e277e1ec04bfd348408d92c01c0fa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637589208450994473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=3oD3DQ%2FSDuV9X23wfnM4pv5xKHFRFYNVBXk%2BopQxf0c%3D&reserved=0
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